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A REPLY to in Ante: 


| M.IOHN PAGE T, 


Againſt WILLIAM BEST andothers. 


WHEREIN 


The maine points of our preſent differences 
| arehandled: Andthe principall cauſes of 


our troubles declared, 


Publiſhed by WILLIAM BEzsT. 


t.Thel.5.2r, 
Proove all things ; hold faſt that which is good, 


þ | Pſal.r19,128, 
I eſteerne all thy precepts, concerning all things, to be right; and 
| Thateevery falſe way. 
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A Fore-Speach ; 
To the Chriſtian Reader. 


FER9DPAER I wasa ſcaſonable laying _ 
RY g) of Nechedemes *, ( ſtanding in * 1997-57 
$ ZZ) out Lords defence) Dorh onr 

TER LoW judge auy man , beforeit 

91 35 heare him , and kno What hee 

WzZ A So doth? I make no queſtion(Wedl- 

2 x) 1feiiioned Reader) but thou 

= aſt before this time , peraſed 
Z?X2- M',Pagers Booke,and haſt there 


ſcrioufly ſtudied , pondered and examined , by the un- 
erring rule of Gods Word, all that both parties haue ſaid 

in the whole caraige of this buſines ; judge then, as God 

ſhall give thee underftanding. Wiſhing thee by the way 
toremember, what folly and ſhame it1s for any , (as Sa-, ,, 
lomon * ſayth) 79 anſwer (or give ſentence of) 4 mazter Ghpon 
before hee heart it, 


(*) 2 There 


There are ſome things , which Tthinkeneceſfiry.fir 
of all, to informe thee off; and thar is touching the 
reaſons, why 1 haue;ſet forth this Treatiſe : Alſo, why in 
the manner it is. ; 

For the firſt , to let paſſe the many #nſ#ltarions and ex. 


clamations , which I have ſuffred at ſame particular mens 


handes, fince his writing came forth , as if every thing 
were true that he hath ſer downe againſt me.Iam ofte by 
name particularly called upon, and ſingled our to defend 
our Tut Complaint made againſt him. Beſides accuſed 
of committing many wntruths , ſaunders, lies, with other 
crimes, little lefſe then blaſphemy : and this not againſt 
himſelf alone, but Magiſtrates, Miniſters, yeaall Refor. 
med Churches. If I ſhould therefore under theſe heavie 
charges, ſay nothing ; would not moſt men hence con. 
clude, thatI amguiltie. -And fo through my filence,, I 
ſhould (which I dare not doe) diſhonour God , betray 
the truth, and let goe my owne innocency. | 
Moreover I conceive that it lay upon me (though 
the meaneſt of my Brethren) to reply; conſidering that 
the Booke of Complaints' was et torth chiefly by my 
meanes. Now my conſcience for. my part beares me 
witnes,that I did the thing, ont of love towards God, his 
cruth and people ; and not (as is falſely ſuggeſted) of 


contention and a peeuiſh mind. And1 was thereto moo.. 


ved the ſooner ; 'x. becauſe the ſame was in many mens 
hands already,and fo rather publicke then private. z.We 
had waited almoſt a quarter of ayeare foranſwer , but 
could not obtaine ir, although 24, Pager was ſpoken un- 


.to,many times about it. 3. It was given our, that hee * 


had writen x 2 or x5 ſheets of paper againſt us,and inren- 
ded ſhortly to acquaint the world therewith : when this 
report was brought unto me, I thought it requiſite (ha- 
VIDg 
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ving the.copies. by ine} immediately to-publiſh them: 


'that fo. ({eeing hee would publikely write in contutarion 


thereof) men might truely underſtand , what our parti- 
cular grieveances were, And theſe cauſes of great and 
goodregard, led meto doe, what I did. : Of whichrmore 
15: ſpoken in another place. Laſtly. whereas 'T have had 
occaſion; to. fit: many times-in our Conſ/#ory. Hence I 
haue taken a more full and certaine knowledge of our 
common Eccleſza#icall affaires, I mean, obſerved the un- 
freenes of qur. Congregation , and:herſubjection'to the 
power of the C/aſ{#,and in this regard,as I know myſelt, 
the better able to giveteſtimony of the truth inthe mat- 


ters betwixt us:. 1o I thinke my felt the more called to 


ſpeake what1 truely may , in the juſt defence of my-ſelf 
and others, Ty 4h AD ALI IKESS 
For the-manner of this writing: Whoſoeyerſhall con- : 


. der, either the ſubject here treated off; or the perſons 


whom it chiefly reſpeCeth, will (I thinke) confeſſe, that 

there lay a neceſliry upon mee, to uſe the beſt meanes I 

could; to haue it:done unto ſome effetuallpurpoſe;”:: 
Butfor my part, I muſt confefle, (and ſo I wonld haue 


all men,in all places to know) that 1 am not in my felfof 


the abilitie, ro compole a worke of this nature; And 
therefore thorow my entreatie and delire,others-'(more 


able) haue taken ſome paipes for meherein: bethin ſee- 


king-out learned Authours, as alſo ferting thenzdowne 


* inthe places as they ſtand : On whole fidelity, {kill and * - 
- care I haue preſumed the publiſhing of ther to the 
_ world: having .this confidence in the perſon, or perſons, 


that they will ftaad to jaftity.alt the allegations ;accor- 
ding to the endynd ufethereproduced/Andifjuſttocca- 
fion be ofteted it may be they wilt adde ſome thing 
more thereunto, | AVEIGSY 


t 4 | Asfor 


Preface, 


Preface, 


- : As fot the trath of the matter ,this'Lowze under my 
owne hand. And touſe here Mr. Pagefs words , for the 
zeſtimony of this trmth , I ams not aſhamed to ſuffer that re 
proach, which ſome lay apo me; Though I bave allready bene 
miten on tht right thitcke , yet lamreaady t6 turne the other 
alſs ; rathey thew to forſake Gs irath , which 1 indge to beof 


. great ithportanie. Tea if I were cait upon my death-bed,rea- 


dy 10 deliver up my ſoule in the bands of the Lord, I ſhould 
among my or; Words , profeſſe before men and Angels , that 
zbe things. bere pleaded for by me , are #he holy precepts of the 
ciernall God. _ $.<:e] 

The reaſon why I hane not followed him, ar by 
ſteppe throughout his Booke,, but haue principally inſfi- 
ſted upon two points, viz, promiſowom Baptifme , and the 
dae power of the Church , is, becauſe on theſe depend all 


- ourdifferences : Fot if it betrue {as it is here prooved, 


to be moſt true) that it is unlawfull to baptife any in- 
fants , whoſe Parents (one at leaſt) are not members of 
any viſible Church. And thatevery particular Congre- 
gation, 15 independent, and may, yea ought to practiſe 


 Ecclehiafticall Government,and ail other Gods fpiritual 


ordinances ; in, and of it felt immediately from Chrift: 
Then it will follow , that our former proze# is certainly 


true againſt him; And ſo much (the premiſes granted) 
is by bimſcelfacknowledged ; for thus bee ſayth : 1f this 
. Church be deprived of that liberty andl power , Which Chriſt 


hath givenit , &c. If the Elders be deprived of their power 
in Government ; for the good - Church : If 1 =_— 
ded the.Church ander the undue power of the Claſs, &c. If 


. theſe, andthe like aſſertions t# their Booke be true , then is 
 therceauſe to compleine of the miſerable flevery and bondage 


of this Charch,and of Tyrannicall government. Then i there 


canſe , to commend and preferre the liberty and freetdome , if 
| the 
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the Brownifts , Which are not ſubjer# nnto the power of any 
Claffz or Synod , Oc. : | £7, 
. Not to trouble then the Reader , with. unneceſſary 
diſcourſes; Iam well conteted,in this to joyne ifſue with 
him , that ſoall wiſe and judicious Readers, tudions of 
the truth , by this meanes , may the ſooner perceive 
where the fault is, and cenſure it accordingly. 


Touching M«. Pagers perfon , I hope all men ſhall fee, 
by the care which Lhaue had, to _ all bitternes;and 
unreverend ſpeaches, (howbeit often provoked to it) 
that I beare no ill will againſt him; tryely I doe not : For 
the Lord is a witnes to my conſcience , I ly not, that I 


wiſh his good , many wayes, and ſhall be glad to heare 


that the Lord, before his changing,doe give him repen- 


rance for the evills, which hee hath committed againft 
the Congregation ; and other good Servants of God. 
Howfoever , my hope is, that his finne herein hath bene 
of ignorance, and ſo God for his Sonnes ſake will pardon 
it to him, 

- So forthe Claffis, they are men whom I much reve. 
rence, and worſhip God with my fouls, for the gifts and 
graces , which appeare in them: Norwithſtandin for 
their afſuming unto themſelves authority over our Con- 
gregation: This my mind gives me, is their fayling,and it 
cannot by Gods Word be juſtified. Beſides wee ate a 
people of another Nation, whoſe language they know 
not,at leaſt moſt ofthem;and therefare to me it ſeemes 


| ftrange , that they ſhould undertake the care and charge 


of us; being in this regard moſt unfit for it. Iam perſwa- 


4 ded, put afide this laſt age, there will not be found an 


example of the like praCtiſe anywhere, ſince the Apoſtles 
dayes. 
To draw unto a concluſion, the thing that I chiefly 


ayme 


ayme at, is, that the Churches of God hereafter, may 
keepe & practiſe the ordinances of Teſus Chriſt, and not 
under a \pretenc to. haue things better , then the Lords 
owne in#itutions , to give place unto the finfull deviſes of 
men. Let us conſider Moyfes words: e ſha/lobſerve 10 doe 
Deut.-32+ 4 the Lord your God hath commaunded you © Tou ſhall nos 
zurne aſide , to the right hand, or 10 the left. When worldly 
Princes. make any ſtatutes ; their ſubjects are carefull 
ſtrictly ro doe them , without putting thereto, ought of 
their owne, How much more, &c. 

And as for any anſwer that ſhall be made unto this 
Treatiſe;this.I ſball defire in it, 1.that all by-matters be 
layd aſide,and the truth followed in love, without gibes, 
reproaches, bitternes, &c.things unbeſeeming the Saints 

Eſa.8.20. of God, 2, That Scripture-proefes be brought , for the 
matters in cotroverly berwhc T TotheLa Son to thete.. 

T;.2.16, ſtimony. All Scriptare (faith Paul) # given by inſpiration of 
R_ pr Fat P arofrabl for deetrine, for Se frrmrcahs, 
for inſtruction in righteouſnes. 3. 1doe wiſh that whatſoe- 

ver ſhall be writen, may be done to the glory of God, as 

of ſincerity, and for the truths ſake. EY 

In ſhort, I ſuppoſe, few will take it amiſſe, that T have 

now anſwered for my ſelf, confidering how often he hath - 

called upon me for it ; Where & his Warrant ? where is his 

proofe ? &rc. And ſeldome am1 named, but am charged 

with yinz , ſanndering , and-thelike, Beſides it is given 

out, that hee profefleth a marvelous deſire , to ſee his 

Booke anſwered before hee dies. Now as hee ſhall haue 

his content herein , ſo God grant, that hee make that 

good uſe of it; as hee ought; and I wiſh hee may, Wy 
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The CHVRCHES plea 
for her right, 


OR 


A Reply toan Anſwer, made of M*. Ion 
P AGET ,apainſt WiLLIam BEST 
and others. 


Wherein the ſaid WiLLI1am BExsT cleares 
himſelf of the imputations laid upon him, and makes 
it evidentunto all men, that the cauſe and ground 
of our preſent troubles , hath chiefly proceeded 
throvgh M-, PaGErs unjuſt dealing with his 


people, 


SECTION LI. 


5, r ' Anſwer to 
} Hat M*, PaGeT might theeafier perſwade a wo, 


bers. 


ANSWER. EY 

I, F T is untrue thatI fonght any helpe of them : For I never 
I ſpake toany of themabout the thing , but onely to the Prin« 
5M eers 


= 


2 THE CHURCHES PLEA 
ter : And itwas nothing but this , viz, tharhee ſhould make 4 tirle 
Page arſwerable to the copy: whereas therefore bee inſinuateth that 
the Browniſts were chief agents in the wo ke; andencouraged me and 
others againFt him, This is not ſo: Forto my knowledge, not any 
. of them, were made acquainted with the thing, untill 1 brought it 
to the preſſe. And the reaſon wby I made uſe of him, it was not be- 
caule of his Religion , but becauſe hee was an Engliſh Printer, and 
theretorethe more fit (as I thought) to be imployed. 
But indeed 4 {imple man may eafily geſle, for what end,and uſe 


hee names theſe men ; .hee doth it (much like Sanballars deviſe 


Nob. 6,x 3. againſt Nehemiah) ro have matter for an evill report , and that hee 
might reproach me, Hee knew well , theſe people are hated of the 
world,and ſpoken in mary places badly off; and therefore doubred 
not , but moſt men would give ſentence wholy on his fide , when 
they ſhould heare that his oppoſites ſought belpe of them, And that 
which I here ſay, I fay it on good ground ; For whenſfoever in his 
harſh and paſſionate writing, bee goeth about (as often hee doth) 
to make us vile inthe eyes of all men , hee compares us with the 
Browniſts , not prooving againſt us any ſinne, but concludeth wee 
doe evill, whenldever in any thing wee accord with them. Many 
inſtances I could give for proofe hereof ; as for example in pag. 6. 
ſeeking to diſcredit many ofus,about the Lords Supper, hee tells us 
our plauſible ſpeaches and pretences of reverence tot , are ſuch as the 
Browniſts will ay. Soin another place,charging us with pretended 
reverence to the Claf's and Synods, Hee faith rhe Browniſts them- 

Pag.84. ſelves will ſeeme to grve a4 much, Apaine to reproach ſome of the 

Bretbren for certaine exerciſes which they uſed privately in their 

Bag. 105+ Browns doe, VVhen wee complaine againſt him for depriving 

15 of mach heavenly meanes of edification-'; Hee anſwereth that the 

ſame may be Round in ſach as Me. Ainſworth, Mr, lohnſon, M*. Ro- 

Par.121, binſon and Mr.Jacob, Now is notthis fine reaſoning , and well 

* Thelike beſeeming a Teacher #1 Iſrael *: in truth as very a Simpician as hee 

ongney gzee makes mee'to be; yer ſuppoſe Iwould not write,to ſo ſmall a pur- 

to Mr.Daven, poſe : For in my underſtanding hee reafoneth to this effeR : - The 
ro perivade  Teſuits and other Popiſh Priefts teach furdry untruths ; 14", Pager 
| his judgement teacheth marythingsasthey doe : therefore Hr, Pager teacherh 

"* = "many-untriths, If this arguigent will not paſle.in "_ ; res 


families; wee are told that he 'rhing us worſe, then that which the - 
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FOR HER RIGHT: 3 
certainly a great part of 3*,Pagets Booke, wants, as truth, foart 
tOO, 
2, For his reputing me to have the /eaF? underftanding among 
the complainants : I little eſteeme thereof ; for indeed I know my 
Talent this way is very ſmall , yet I prayſe God forit ; and doe de- 
fire to improove the ſameunto his glory ; and wiſh from my heart, 
that as Ar. Paget hathreceived agreater meaſure of good gifts , ſo 
hee would hereafter labour to put them to a better uſe ; and not 
ſeeke by bis witt and learning , to diſcountenance the truth , and 
countenance errour , to the diſhonour of Gods great Name, the 
generall grief of many good people, and to the hardning of ſinners 
in their perverſe and crooked wayes. Hee knowes well enough 
were it is written , Vnto whomſoever much i given , of his ſhall be 
much required, 

3. It doth not well become a man of A*. Pagers place and pro- 
feſhon , to upbraid any with their ſimplicity , and meanneſle of I Co-1-27 
eifts ; conſidering how the Lord many times chooſeth the fooliſh ——_— - 
things of the world, to bring great things thereby to paſſe. And Iude.6. _ 
truely for mine owne part , as weake as I am, yet Itruft through 
Chriſt to be able to defend our juſt caſe undertaken againſt him, Phi. 4-13. 
howſoever I know my ſelf in diverſe reſpeAs many wayes infe- 
riour unto him. And therefore I doe entreat him to lay boaſti : 
alide; and uot glory in the fl:ſb ; but to follow the truth in love, ! 25 20 
without calumniations and evill ſpeaches , that fo our controverſy ©" 
may the better and ſooner be ended. | 

4+ But if I am ſo ignorant, as.hee reports me to be,how came it 
then to paſſe, that hee and others made an Officer ofme ? the Scrip- 
tures forbid that one of the leaſt underſtanding ſhould be made a _,, ; 
Deacon in any Church of God. Certainly therefore when I was ; T;. 3.8.9 
eleed , either you «AM. Pages dealt not well with the Congre- Rom, 12.8. 
gation , in not dehorting them from the aQtion ; by ſhewing unto 
them my great unfitnes ; or otherwiſe you have now out of ſome 
ill will, taken up this thing of purpoſe againſt me , in hope by the 
diſabling of me, to honour the more your {elf,and your owne bad- 
doings by it. 

5.Such as will impartially read your Booke,may plainly perceive, 

that there is in you a very ill property :-that is, in not-carying your 
ſelfmore meekely,and gently, towards him, whom you judge to be 
| DT - the 
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the weakeft of many. Parls praQtiſe was otherwiſe , hee never 
ſhewed himſelf (that wee can read) froward , violentand bitter in 
ſpeaches unto weake and ſimple men, It was not bis manner to 
gibe, {coffe and gird at them , and to publiſh abroad unto others 
their infirmities , of ſet purpoſe to exaſperate them , and to make 
them contemptible. The more infirme any member is, in our na- 
turall bodies, the more ſoftly wee bandle it. But have you /A. Pa- 
get dealt ſo with me ? ({peake our.) You lay , / am ſimple; Ipray 
what meanes have you uſed to make me wiſer? Have you hitherto 
taken any particular courſe for my bettering ? Saveing of late in- 
deed , you have ſent forth into the world many untrutbs againſt 
mee. If your {imple and weake people {all find ſuch hard dealing 
at your hands, what may the ſtronger and wiſer exſpe&t. Well may 
I fay in another mans words, /s thz the long ſuffering ſpirit of meek= 
nes , inſceking to recover the lo5F, 

6. IfeM.. Paget dare take wy teſtimony , Idoe aſſure him, 
there are many that wonder at his great overſight ; how hee could 
without bluſhing , mention the Brewniſts in thisthing ; as thinking 


to adyantage his caſe any way by it. Confidering what 4 chief : 


agent, bee hath bene unto ſome , which were ſome times of them: 
not onely to ſet their diſcontented humonrs upon ſcandalous enter- 


priſes ; but to gather up bimſelf, all the perſonall fayling which hee | 


could find out among them, and afterwards under other mens 
nawes , to publiſh it in print , whereby to make them odious, Oh 
me thinkes ſeeing bee knew himſelf faulty this way , hee ſhould 
bave bene therewith ſo deepely affeRed, as (inthe words of an- 
other) faid ; As 1 have done, ſo hath God requited me, Indeed wee 
read in Scripture , that the Lord many times puniſteth menin the 
fame kind and manner wherein they have offended *.But perceive 
A, Paget lcokes upon others, otherwiſe then on himſelf, and 
thinkes his neighbours may not take the liberty , to returne that 
backe unto bim,which hee ſends abroad. 

But to leave him inthe midſt of bis owne thoughts ; I doe de- 


fre thee (good Reader) to take notice , how greatly hee hath abu- | 


{ed thee, and many others, by a falſe report,in ſaying that the Brow- 
miſts were ſpeciall Altours in the worke, chief agents, ſetters of 14 at, 
worke , enconragers of 14 againſt him, Whereas (I ſpeake itin all 
good conſcience) that not one of thew,to my knowledge,did bw 

| | MEedaae 
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' meddle with our matters, or helped us at any time, either by word 
or writing. Indeed when I brought the copies to the preſſe, I en- 
treated the Printer (as I faid before) to ſer it out in a good order, 
and no other aſſiſtance was there ſought , either from him, orany 
other of them. 
eM*,Paget promileth his Readers in the firſt page of his Pre- 
face , to give ſome light unto them , for the better decerning and jud- 
ging of the differences between ,Now truely if this be his bet light, 
I hopethe Godly wiſe will take heed how to follow it. For in truth 
the /ight which hee here ſets up, is much like unto a falſelatterne, 
which ill diſpoſed people hang out on fome cleft or high place , of 
purpoſe to cauſe the Mariners to miſſe the haven, and to runne 
their Veſſells on the rocks. Much better therefore hee had done, if 


hee had followed the Apoſtles precept;that is, Vo have put a ſtum- Re, x4.13. 


bling blocke , or an occaſion to fall in his brothers way, For ſuch a 
praQiſe diſpleaſeth God , and bringeth alwayes at laſt ſorrow and 
{hame unto the doer of it, 


SECTION II. 


Ouching the matter conteyned in his Booke , my anſwer to 

it (if God will) {ball be thus : Firſt I will ſbew bow inju- 
Tiouſly hee bath dealt with me in particular. Secondly proove,that 
the things which hee maintaineth againſt us,are unlawfull. 

In the 92 page of his Booke hee proclames me to be a man that 
have giver great offence, and am become anevill example unto many, 
by the open violation of the Sabbath in mine owne houſe , and by re= 
ſorting unto the aſſembly of the Remon5trants , and have bene admo- 
niſhed by him: in the name of the Elderſhip , and have juſtly deſerved 
farther Cenſare, 


ANSWER 


T, I T is a note (as God noteth it by Ezechiel) of an #nfairbfull 
ſheapheard., that hee ſeekes not that which was loſt : How di- 

reQly this note appeareth in 24". Paget, may be ſeene here, and els 
where in writing. For howbeit hee hath ſet mee , and others forth 
before all men , for heynous offendours , moſt ſinfull walkers , deſer- 
yers of Church Cenſures, &c, notwithſtanding to this day he hath 
es A 3 not 
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Ma.18.1c 00 performed 4 brothers dnety , much lefle a PaFonrs towards 
6 a 5 any of us, in ufing meeke and Chriſtian meanes, to bring us, if wee 
Lev.19.17 g0e aſtray , in to the right way againe. If an earthly father ſhould 
Prov,25.9. tell openly his childrens faults abroad, but never at home mention 
them unto them, hee would be (and juſtly too) greatly condemned 
forit. Then how much more is 4. Eager to be diſcommended, 
that did not endeavour to make his people to ſee their faults , untill 
they did ſee them out in print under his hand, Hee can teach us,that 
it is our duety to advertiſe bins of hu defetts and negletts in private; 
Pag.94. but it ſeemes hee takes not the care which he ſhould, to praQtiſe his 
owne dodrine. The which thing makes his caſe the worſe , for 0 
Jam,4.ult. him that knoweth to doe good,and doth it not, to him it is ſinue, That 
is, his offence is the greater, and anſwerable to it (without true re- 
ak pentance) will his puniſhment be. Our dealing with him bath bene 
otherwiſe ; for wee brought nothing forth publikely againſt him, 

} before wee had uſed other meanes for his recovery : Yea till wee 
Mzch.1.9. found the womnd incurable, & he in his courles incorrigible,ſo farre 
I fay from giving us any hope of amendement.as that hee deprived 
us quite of all power to meddle any further with bim,and an{wered 
us, not much unlike the old Iewes, / hnve loved ſtrangers, and after 
them 1 will goe. 

I know in pag.15. hee beareth the Reader in hand,as if wee had 
not ſheyzed his ſinnes unto him ont of the Word of God; and hence 
abuſeth a ſaying in ob, But many can teſtify the contrary , to wit, 
that his ſinnes have bene ſhewed to him out of the word of God (I 
ſay) many times,8 by many perfons,8 not Brethren onely, but our 
Elders too,privately and openly; asis to be feene inthe Records of 
our Church , where they doe proteſt both againſt his doeings and 
the Clafis alſo. But faith hee , am nor convinced of my erronr, So 
may any offendor fay,although his lies and vaniticsſhould benever 
ſo ſoundly refuted. It is reported of one eAn4xagoras, that hee af- 
firmed , that the ſnow was black, ; and when it was alledged , that 
the ſence, the eye , the Gght, judgeditto be white : hee anſwered, 
Cic, #m Lu» ;z 414 not as much as ſeeme whute to him , becauſe hee knew that the 
- —_ water of which it was concealed ts black. Men might lay what they 
W414. lit againſt him , but they could not ſatisfy him, nor ſolve his reaſon. 

If 44", Paget were not overmuch conceited touching his opinions 
in queſtion, I am perlwaded hee would leaye them : For ſuff- 
cient 


Ter. 2.25. 
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cient hath bene ſaid for his conviction therein. 

2. For my gooing to the Aſfſcmbly of the RemonFrants , It is 
true, I have bene there; and MF. Paget afterwards had alittle fpeach 
with me about it® But no word of God, to my remembrance, did 


hee then alledge , to convince * my conſcience of the unlawfullnes , 18, 


ofthe thing. Moreover hee ſhould have done well,to have told bis je. 


Readers , what my anſwer was at the ſametime unto him. I ſpake 2 Tim.3. 
(as bee knowes) tothis effe&t: If / goe aftroy, it is through your 16-17 
occaſion, m caFting ſtumbling blocks * dayly in my way, [0 many and , Mat;18.6 


great, that my ſpirits is even broken within me : For your caraiges 
are ſo evill againſt us , in ſeeking to hinder us from the benefit of good 
Miniſters , that I cannot live under yours with any comfort. What 
reliefe my poore diſtreſſed foule then had of him, I ſhall never for- 
get: For I'may fay (and that truely) as /ob did in the like caſe;hee 


was 4a miſerable comforter , a Phyſician of no value. The mooving Job 16, 2.5 


of his lips was fo farre from aſlwaging my grief, that on the con- 
trary , hee heaped up words againft me to encreaſe mine affliion. 
In the reading of this accuſation, it comes to my mind, what Ihave 
ſometimes ſeene' in the Country where I lived , viz. many poore 
ſheepe, even forced to runne into deſerts , hedges, briars, through 
the impatience & rage of ſome feirce & froward Shepheards;either 
in ſetting their dogs on them , or running in themſelves furioufly 
amorgſt them : the which folly and indiſcretion had they not 
ſhewed, none of their flocke would havegone aſtray, The appli- 
cation of this , I referre to M7, Pager. Let him conſider of it, take 
adviſe,and ſpeake his mind; and if hee pleaſe compare with it /erem. 
34.0. | 

3. If to reſort to che Aſſ-mbly of the Remon#tzants be ſo hey- 
nousan offence before the Lord , that it deſerveth as hee faith 1he 


; Cenſwre of the Church ; how then comes'it to pafſe , that hee deales 


inthis thing ſo badly with others ? Hee is a member of the Claſſis, 
and hath therein (according to his owne doQtrine) equal] authority . 
with the reſt over the D#tch Church herein Amſterdam. Now it 
is well knowne to him, and fuch as fitt with him, that many of the 
Dutch members doe reſort frequently unto the Aſſembly of the Re- 
monſtrants, Notwithftanding doth 24r, Paget tell them of their 
reat wickedneſſe , exhort his fellow Preſbyters to admoniſh them 
r it, and to cutthem of trom the Church;except they repent, The 
yr _ _ 


par -pa . 
323,482.31 


x Pet. 3.9. 


* See Mal. 
2, 6. 
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truth is , as farre as I can underſtand , hee is quite dumbe this way, 
and ſtirres nor at all in it,and therefore it is certaine,that that which 
hee here brings in againſt me is either done our of ſome dilaffe- 
Rion unto my perfon , or els hee ſhewes great awparriality , to tay 
the beſt of ic. But it ſeemes hee is not careinll to have his miniſtery 
like 4 glaſe, in which all may bebold their ſports ; bur rather to the 
ſp1ders web , which holdeth the lefler Fiyes,bur lets the greater paſſe 
through at their pleafure. And here I may well returne backe un- 
to him, his owne words : (having taxed Ar, Amſworth for paria- 
litie) Ler all men of conſcience wage what ſincerity there 1s in your 
courſe, Thus hee can take occaſion to blame another : and yer fall 
fouler himſelf into the fame fault. 

4s. Whereas bee intimateth that hee in the name of the Elder. 
ſhip hath admosiſh:d me for the open violation of the Sabbath, 
deſire the Reader to take knowledge , that no ſuch thing was ever 


done by him ; neither did 1 know , that either bee, or the El4ers, | 


had any ſuch thing againſt me , till I ſaw the accuſation out in print. 
And what I here ſay , 14*. Page: knowes it to be true, although 
with his pen bee hath writen otherwiſe. Hee complains againſt 
Hr, Davenport in pag. 4.2. for want. of ſintere and plaine dealing, 
And why? becaufethe other without his knowledge did write his 
words, But what cauſe have I to complaine againſt him , for want, 
of plaine and ſincere dealing , for publiibing againſt me many un- 
traths. Notwithſtanding I will not bid him,as bee doth me, to awa- 
hen his frozen and benummed conſcience , (tor I have better learned 
Chriſt, then to render evill for evill) onely in all ſinglenefſe of 
heart, as before the Lord , I doe entreat him , totake more heed 
hereafter unto his words, and that the Law of i74uth * may be in his 
mouth , and that hee will ſpeake ir from the heart, Hee promiſed 
the Reader 70 ſtand on his w.tch , and not to doe the leaſt wroung 10 
his oppoſites , for the greateſt which they had done unto him. Thus 
indeed hee ſpake ; but hath hee done fo? not in the leaſt. For I 
may truely fay, as the Propher faith, Hee hath ſpoken and done evill 


things as hee conld, Of which wee Lball havejuſt occaſion to ſpeake - 


more hereafter. | 

5. Howlſoever hee hath charged me with open violation of the 
Sabbath , yet to proove the thing fo, |.ec will never be able to doe 
it , though hee ſtrive till his heart ake, And therefore (Chriſtian 
Reader) 


—_ 


my 
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Reader) thou mayeſt ſee, how-farre hee is from taking good wayes 
to reſtore me, if Lam fallen, as onthe contrary hee ſeekes by blot- 
ting my name, to keepe me onward ſtill in an uneven walking. But 
to anſwer him direQly ; if Mr. Pager had bene as foreward, to have 
made inquirie for the truth of the thing, as too foreward to publiſh 
an untruth abour it, hee ſhould have heard with his eares,and ſeene 


- with hiseyes , that I amo farre from offending this way , thatmy 


care and labour to rhe contrary hath bene an occaſion of fome dif- 
ference in my familie as allo of many jeſts and reproaches from my 
neighbours abour me. And here ler it againe be obſerved, the great 
partiality of this man : hee taxeth me for S2vvarh breaking: Now if 
hee thinke, as hee ſpeaketh, thar it is a {inne '0 buy and ſell on that, 
day. Oh how negligent then is hee inthe worke of the Lord,in not 
being more 7 4/0xſly earnes?, to have the ſame reformed. Hee can- 
not poſſibly be ignorant , that under his Ecch fiaſte..ll Gomvernnent 
(as hee takes it) there are many ſcoores , conſtantly breakers of the. 
day; I ſay many wayes : notwithſtanding hee luffereththem alone, 
and never almoniiÞerh them thereof. But how bee will be able to 
anſwer this unto God , let hee himſelf looke well to it. It may be 
hee thinkes to helpe bimſelfwith chat deviſe, which hee talkes off in 
P-12.97. VIZ, a 4#arter watching ; but for my partI verily thinke, 


that the Lord will require a ſtri& account * of him,for every foule, * Mate.25] 


whither E-1gl:ſh or Dutch, that hee hath undertaken to be a watch 24+ 
man unto them ; and it hee have taken upon him a greater charge, 
then hee is able to looke unto : Let him conſider, whither hee may 
not juſtly feare, that the Lord will punilh him, for his preſumprion 
and oniffion roo. | 

Laſtly whereas hee addes the word , oper, to have the Reader 
thinke,that my offence this way is 10:07:05, Ianſwer,thar never to 
my knowledge was there any doore or window in my Shop ope- 
ned on the Lords day , to make outwardly any ([t:ew , whereby.to 
draw people into the ſame, Ina word that which hath bene deli- 
vered to any , hath bene for the moſt part phyſicall :himgs , forthe 
preſent uſe of ficke people. | 


B. SECTION 
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': and many good'Chriſttans comforted. 
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Ecauſe the fewler will be fureto kill the bird if hee cat : Hee 
therefore chargeth his peece with. many ſbots ; that ſo, if one 
doe miſle, yet another may ftrike her dead. /4,.P aget in this place 
comes out againſt me,much like ſucb a gunner, ſeeking at one ſhotr 
to ſhute a 11 terrible bullets into my fids. But I {ball endeavour'the 
Lord aſſiſting me) to ayoyd them all , by making it cleere and eyi- 
dent (to every indifferent Reader) that I am not :njwrioxs in any 
one of the particulars , wherewith hee moſt injurioufly accuſerh 
me. 
Firſt hee ſayth, I am iniurious to Mi. Davenport in printing that 
which hee wrote without his conſent, 


ANSWER 


1, F F Owſoerer 7, Davenport knew not of it,yet for ought I 
| knew hee was notaunwilling to have it publiſhed, 

2. Though hee wrote it , yet the matter jointly concerved us all; 
therefore it was neceffary (as I thought) that it ſhould notly hid 
inthe hands of a few men;ſecing (moſt probably) by the pubilÞing 
of 'it', God would be glorified , the truth clearcd, errour confuted, 

3, Howfoever e FF. Paget here finds fault with me ; notwith- 
Nanding the fame thing hath bene ſometime his owne pradtiſe. I 
pray, who gave bim leave toſet forth 3. Ainſworth writings ; or 
what conſent had hee of 24*, Robinſon , when hee printed certain 
letters of his , ſent privately to D. Ames, 1 doe not mention his 
doings, to juſtific my owne thereby ; but onely to {hew his great 
partialty , ins judging; that to be erill in another, which himſelf 
notwithſtanding is moſt-forward ro doe. Is not Pauls faying here 
worthy of remembrance, Tho which teachest another, teaches thou 
not thy ſelf, ENS | 

The ſecond injury which I have done-is to: ſome of my fellow» 
complaynanss , who profeſſe themſelyes (as hee faith) highly offended 
at the printing thereo "ef 

Anſw, Kthey be offended, the queſtion is, whether it be not an 
offence taken, but none given, As for 47, Paget, hee hath not yer 

e | _ prooved 
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prooved (norT thinke ever will) that T havetranſgreſſed in it ; and 
therefore hee begs onely the queſtion , not being able to bring any 
word of God to convince me of {inne : for ſuppoſe I ſhould here 
reaſon thus;If ſome of my fellow complaynants,doe profeſle them- 
ſelves to be highly offended with 4". Pager , for his bad caraiges, 
unchriſtian ſpeaches , and divers great abuſes offered unto many 
good men: Then hath «Afr. Paget bene injurious unto them. Bur 
{ome of my fellow complaynants doe profefle thus: Therefore &c. 
Now let me ſee what defence hee can make for himſelf, which will 
not ſerve to cleare me every way as well, 

A third pretended injury is, becauſe 4 Browni# did print it,with 
a ſchiſmatuall addition in the end, 

Anfw. I doe deny that addition to be ſchiſmaricall;but contrary 
wiſe holy and good, even aduety commaunded in Scripture, pra= 
Qiſed in the beſt and pureſt Churches , juſtifyed by the moſt judi- 
cious Divines , ancient and moderne ; as I ihall hereafter largely 
proove. But no marvaill that «Af, Paget is offended at it, ſeeing 
the Godly are there encouraged to ſtand faſt in thar freedomeand 
liberty,which Chriſt hath purchaſed for them with his owne blood. 
This hee cannot indute ; this hee cannot read with patience; againſt 
this hee proclames open warre , gibes often atit , and repraacheth 
every one that ſincerely embraceth the ſame. But let him take heed, 


leaſt for calling good, eyill ; God bring not the woe in Eſa; upon Chap.5.,20i 


Ris head. 

As for the unreverend terme it ſelf, which hee giveth unto 
Chrifts inftuution : we weigh it not , neither are we any more dif- 
couraged , from the holding of it faſt, then were our fathers of el- 


der time , diſcouraged from embracing the Goſpell , becauſe the 48. 28.22: 
enimies of it , called ir ſchiſme , faction , foliſhnes, hereſic, &c. It is & 24-5. 


reported of one Theodotiv , having denyed ChriFt , that hee might 


1 Cor.1.23 


not be blamed for it , taught that Chriſt was meere man and not AR.24.14 


God : So Mr. Paget in the caſe of Church gouyernment , that his 
owne and other mens faults may not be ſeene, in not uſing or ſub 
mitting to it , doth labour what hee can to diſcredit the ſame. But 
whether the power which wee ſtand for, be ſchiſmaticall , or his 
eApoſtaticall , I hope by this Treatiſe , the Reader ſhall be able to 
judge, | GE | >: 
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4. Hee faith,] have bene injurious unto him, in ſpreading a: 0ad 
fo many untrmis agamſt him , as are before noted, 

Anſw., 1. I had a juſt cauſe to doe,what I did; both for the truth 
fake,and his owne roo: For firſt if every good ſubje& be bound.(to 
his power to maintaine the temporall -eghrs and Luwes of Princes, 
whether it be by difcovering ot treaſon , ſuppreſſing rebellion , or 
the like : Then much more ought all Chrijts ſubjetts ro doe what 
they can, to preſerve the good eſtate of his ſpirituall Kingdowe. 
Apaine, who will not draw his brother out of a deepe pit or well, if 
hee ſee any way or.meanes for it. The truth is, 1r. Pager through 
Satan and his owne luſt, is fallen into many great ſinnes; and there- 
fore out of Chriſtian compaſſion to his ſoule,I publiſhed the booke; 
being confident , if there be any farther courſe, to be taken by me 
for his recovery, this is it ; becauſe now (queſtionles) hee (þall ſee 
{if hee will be contended to open his eyes) his errours ſoundly 
and effeQually refuted. 


2, Whereas hee faith our writings are #ntrnths. I fay hee ſpeakes 


untruely in it ; for there is nothing ſet downe there , but will be 
prooved;as in part I ſhall doe in this treatife;and more,I underſtand, 
1s ſhortly to come forth, Beſides I doubtnot , but Af, Davenport 
will doe the like, fo farre as the thing concerneth him. 

3. Howlſoever hee hath made a large diſcours, in his owne juſti- 
fication , notwithſtanding hee hath not cleared himſelfar all, in the 
maine things laid to his charge , viz. promiſcuow Baninſme. andthe 
autherity of the Claſſis, Yethee knowes untill bee proove theſe two 
points to be lawfull , our whole writing ſtandeth firmely , and effe- 
Qually againft him. As for the many ſw-/l::4 wa 4: uſed (tirough- 
out his booke) in bis owne praiſe : In my underſtanding it had 
beene better, if ſome other had done it,and not his. owne mouth. In 

' the Olympicks games men did not put garlands and Crownes on 
their owne heads, but waited till others did it. In truth [cf prayſe 
is very unſeemely. Hence in derifion they fay : Hee dwelt by bad 
neighbours : Beſides ſuch perſons uſually are leaſt credited * : and 


ooers *, As the emptieſt veſſels make the loudeſt found , drieſt 
things the greateſt flame ; ſo thoſe which proclame, as with ſound 
oftrurpet, their owne goodnes, have moſt times leaſt ofit. That I 
may be the leſle offentive in my words, I will here ſpeake to 
| | : ESO Paget 


| reaſon roo,for the greateſt boaſters,are commonly the worſt | 
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Mr, Paget in his owne: Certainly it was a want. of modeſty and pri p 42. 61; 
dency in him , to make ſuch aifpntes in hu owne commendation. 
For hee hath vainely prayſed himſclf, and wreanged us. Yea in ſtead 
of clearing himſelf , hee 1s more pollmed, Hu owne tongue defileth Paz. 10. 
kim. And therefore his glorying is not good. 

The fift thing wherein I am injurtous (in his conceit) 1s to orr 
whole Congreg tion , to blot the ſame with report of infamos conten- 
tion, fattion , &C. | | 

Anſw. 1, As they that ſtirre up warre and trite , impute the 1:ds. xx. 
cauſe unto others, which lyeth on themſelves; ſo dealeth 447, Paget 12. 
with me: For who hath bene the cauſe and authour to blot 07 Con- 1 Xgl 18. 
gregation with report of infamous contention, fati1012, Fc, but hee * oh 
chicfly: For had hee contained himſelf within his owne bounds,not 
plaid the Dzorrephes ; ſuffered the Church to have exerciſed her 
owne due power; not brought in mens deviſes amongſt us, wee had 
nor ſeene and felt the ſhame and miſery which now wee doe. And 
that all may ſee,wharſoever infumy our Church lyeth under;thar it is 
come principally by his meanes. I delire thefe things may be taken 
into con(ideration.1:The abuſes from timeto time done to ourE/- 
ders , that which they jointly doe ; if it fall notin his /ine, bee ter- 


meth it an «nrighteoms law, a bon: of contention, a rocke of offence, In hiLetter 


injurious 10 the Magriſtrate , de5Frojers of the liberty of the Church, given into + 
ringleaders to faftion,&c, Ithey in opinion differ from him,then the Conſl- 
hee makes them parties : and ſo dilablethtkem from judging in the\77 tt 

. . rs, 
caſe; yea profeſlerh bee will not collerare the thing. Tdoe ler paſleto \g 2, 


{peake ot bis taxing them for inſufficiency of his procureing the 


Claſtes to cenſure them; how hee rejeRs their adviſe and counceill: ©48-? 8. 63; 


For of all theſe things wee (all have a fitter place hereafter, This 

onely by the way I ſay ; how {leightly ſoever bee thinkes of Raling 

Elders , notwithſtanding they bave a great place intl e Church of 

Chriſt ; ſuch power and- authority as (taking the conſent of the 

Church with them) they may call the Pa5towr to give them an ac- 

count of his doing. Yea and to depoſe him from his miniſtery. If 

there be juſt cauſe , although Clafſesand Synods take his part, Ler 

no man thinke that this is a new dettrine ; for our chiet Divines Pjpzefar. 

teach it. /f any one * of the EceleſtaFticall Officers themſelves ſhall Kings fupre 

frnne , hee us as ſubiet] to the Cenſures of the reſt, as any other mem. 42-15» 

ber in.the Congregation», If they ſhall all ſinne ſeangdalouſly , eitner Ojjer. Cone 
B 3 3s oh fer. pag.2, 
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Repl.toD. #n the execution of their office , or in any other ordinarie' mauner , then 
Downames the (ongregation , that choſe them freely, hath as free power to depoſe 
defen. 1.2. them, and to place others in their roome, And no marvaill, if Prote- 
part.2 pag. ſlants write thus : For the Papiſts ingeniouſly ſay as much : The 
Diſcours of * Church may not onely exatt an account of her Miniſters, but depoſe 
Tiob. a them and reject them al:ogether , if they be not fitr, Hence then wee 
Franch, pag. lee , when a Congregation is- injured by any of her Officers , ſhe 
162.4ait.65 wants not power 1n her ſelf immediately from Chriſt to redrefle it; 
9g 9 and therefore if {he ſuffer continuail milery,it is her owne fault,and 
_ 7 * ſodeſerveth the leſle pitty. Bur to proceed. 

: 2. Hee hath made our Church to lie downe in her ſhame, by 
his inveQive writing , againſt many members thereof ; matching 
them many times with the vileſt enimies that ever God had, as 

Pag.2.3. Corah , and the Rebels with him , the Apoſiares Iſraelites, the mur- 

| derers of Chriſt,the perfecurors of the Saints; and other moſt noto- 

rious Hereticks and blaſphemers. But himſelf unto mecke oyſes, 

to the good Prophets, yea to the Lord and Chrift,and to /ohn Hus 

the Bohemian , that. faithfull Martyr of Chriſt. Apgaine to ſay no- 

*Prov.$.8. thing ofthe contemptible termes which hee uſeth * ; nor of his ag- 

+ Pag.29. pravations, in ſeeking to ſet Magiſtrates +,and Miniſters *,and all at 

©, variance with us ; truely hismocking F is intollerable : In this bee is 

+ 4 3* farre from that gravity which ſhould be in a Miniſter of God, ſpe- 

100, Cially in a man of his yeares ; ſober dealing would better become 

102, him;for asPaul faith, ſuch things are not ſeemely.But in truth I find this 

I03. to behisconſtat practiſe in all his writings:T would hee did once ſee 

ga. = it , and conſider the diſhonour which hee cauſeth uuto the Church 

Avow 4 52 by it. The Preacher * ſought to find ont acceptable words , and that, 
65.254. Which was written was upright, even words of truth, 

*Eccleſ.12. 3. To come more particularly to his accuſation ; why doth hee 

LO, terme , that which wee haue done , 1nfamous contention, &c, ſoin 

Pag.4. 4 fattionin the Church, 1 take it hee ſpeaketh this, becauſe 

wee have oppoſed his courſes;if this be his meaning, then I anſwer: 

I, Diotrephes might haue framed the like objeQion, when the bre- 

thren withſtood him. 3.Iob. and on as good ground too. 2. Wee 

* Iude 3. know that the Saints are commaunded to contend * for the faith; 

Prov, 28.4+ 2nd to hold faſt every ordinance of the Lord, If ſubjeas, freemen, 

ſcholers,&c. will not looſe the previleidges of their Country , Ci- 

ties, Houſes ; much Jeſſe ſhould the ſonnes of God , let goe wp of 
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their 71ghts , which they have in Chriſt. 3. As for keeping peace, 


either with him or others, it muſt be done * with holynes , parity, *Iam. 3.17 
and according to Ieſus Chriſt. True it is, wee may accord with him; Heb.12.14 
but how? If wee will make our ſelves the [#-yants of men, and yeeld Rem. 15.5» 


unto that, which our conſciences perfwade us,is moſt unlawfull, It 
is faid of Nahaſh the Ammonite , that hee would not be at peace 


with the men of [abc(h Gilead , nnteſſe hee might thruft out all their ; cy 11.2 


right eyes. An unreaſonable condition : Notwithſtanding I ſhall 
make it appeare unto a'l men, in all places , whereſoever this Booke 


: ſhallcome , that 1. Pagers Termes, propounded for reconcilia- 


F 


tion with us , are worſe agreat deale. For either wee muſt make 
our ſelves ſpiritually blind , in things neceffary to ſalyation , and caft 
off ſome of Chriſts Ordinances and praiſe , inthe place thereof 
humaine deviſes ; otherwiſe for the preſent there is no hope to be 
at union with him, + 

But as it is in the Proverbe , a man may buy gould to deare ; even 


fo formy part, howſoeverl defire from my heart to accord with 


him, nevertheleſſe my care muſt be ſo to have it , as that I may ac- 
cord with God,and have peace of conſcience, Now to the next ſup- 
poled injury. | 

The tixt is to the Claſfis, in defaming their gouvernment. and pro- 
coedings, © 

Anſw, r, If M*, Paget had the og proove his bould affir- 
mations , with inevitable reaſons , as a ſpeciall faculty , to diſgrace 
men by untrue reports , hee would be 4 D:F#*ter', one of athou- 
ſand, What have wee faid about the Cl:fjis , that hee hath any 
wherein his Booke refuted. Indeed much windy take hee uſeth in 


ſnbjeftion to it as his: Tits order was in theſe (ountries before his 72- 


comming over, The Synoas have apreedthat ſome things ſhall nor 
be proceeded with , without the adviſe of the Claſſis. The Claſſical 
Aſfeembly did judge. thus : and a great deale more hee writes juſt to 
this purpoſe. Bur the Reader ſÞall find gr-pes on thorves, and figgs 
on thiitles, afſoone as one ſoundargument in his Booke, to juſtify 
that power and authority, which there is now exerciſed. Notwith- 
ſtanding whoſoever ſhall read underſtanding]y his Booke , will ſay 
that hee hath not left this point unprooved, our of forgetfullnes;but 
rather of meere poverty , as not having.any authenticall records _ 
e 
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the thing; that the Claſſis 15 ancients; other (hurches ſland in as much Pag. 71. 
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the holy Ghoſt , under the ſhadow whereof hee could find any ſhel- 
ter, toſhrowd his Claſſicall funRion as a D-vine Ob dtrance, 
2. Butto come neerer the matter ; whatſoever wee have ſaid of 
the C/afs, wee ſtand ftriftly to it, and are well able to proove it, 
'Two things wee have affirmed; r. That wee beleeve,that gouvern- 
ment, which they exerciſe over ſuch Congregations , unto which 
they ſtand not properly Miniſters, is an #242 power. 2.That wee 
have found vesy hard dealing artthcir hands, For the firſt, I (hall re- 
ferre the Reader to Sett.7.8.1 ouching the later,if need be,] thinke 
* They our Elders * will be witneſſes for me, Howſoever ſure I am, 


—_ that Mr, Hookers caſe cleares it ſufficiently ; they having made an e-7tt - 


ME hf altogether againſt the liking of our E/ders and Congregation, that 


deprived the hee ſhould ro: be admured to the P ilpit of the Enghiſh Church , for 
Churchof any edification, F thereof, There went hereupon 40 Brethren or 
ber due moreto the Conliſtory, and there ihewed their great diſcontent 
| og = againſt that which the Claſſis had done , and earneſtly detired their 
ya me aſiſtance : U pon this two Elders two Deacons. and two Brethren 
ghe Claſſis. were ſeat unto the C/:f:s , toentreat them to revoake and cancill 
+ Soare the the former Act,as being demaunded,and given out of all due order, 
wordsof = yea before our Church had propounded him unto them , or deſired 
their Ad. their conſent in the thinge. Further it was fſhewed, that no wan 
without the conſent of the moſt ofthe Conſliſtory , hath power to 
F "OP be= af ke the queſtion , whether hee be fitt to be our Miniſter or not: 
pw dof. Betides wee told them,that wee had not bene with the Magiſtrates, 
therr autho. and therefore as yet the matter belonged not to tnem ; in a word 
rity; but be= it was promiſed, that unletle 47". Hoogzer would acknowledge their 
cauſe wee aythority*,hee ihould nor be preſented tothem ar all: Many other 
- ap6466-chadny per{wafions by words,asa'fo by writing, were delivered in Dutch: 
mm vane to ' ] 
oreſent bim Norwithſtanding for all this, they would not revoake their ſen- 
to them. tence ; but confirmed it a new. /s * 1ſrael a ſeryant , is hee home 
* Ier. 2.14. borne? why 15 hee ſpoiled, 
* DP, Bur to the point, :h35 record (to uſe MF, Pagets ® words in the 
9.49. lik 7 FSR "2Þ : 
ike Cale) 15 21 authentick witnes, not lyable to exception ; for what 
* O20b.12- ] have here ſaid , is recorded in the Acts of our Confiftory *. And 
T1631- thatthis was to hard adealing with us, I proove it thus. 1. There 
* Epiſt $3, 0429! 190 nothing (as Be7Ja *aith) impoſed on a people againſt their 
5 wills. Now imagen that our owne E1de ſhip fhould decree athing, 
either to be done or not ; yer could they not enjoyne us (by any 
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Law of God) to obey them in it ; farther then wee our ſelves doe 
ſee the fame to be lawfull, and fo voluntarily afſent unto it. And if 
it be ſo ; then by what authority can Officers of other Congrega- 
tions , require us to ſtand to their ads; ſpecially when wee neither 
like them , nor judge them good, It feemes Zwinglins was apainſt 
ſuch doings; for hee faith , Whoſoever with a Comncill of Biſhops, AdValent. 
Jhall impoſe on Chriftian people any Law, or obſervation at, their _—_— 
owne liking (bee meaneth without the peoples conſent) hee inva- 
deth the Churches right by 4 violent commannd, Inanother place: Artic.64. 
Such Elders as without the Charches conſent, decree things at, their 
owne pleaſure,are in name Elders, but indeed Tyrants, Cyprian * in « Cypria.l.4 
ſundry places writes , that a! matters owght to be determined by the Ep.2 x:'34« 
Biſhops , Elders , and the people preſent and conſenting : Otherwiſe 46.26.32+ 
(ayth hee) matters are not firme and ſure. Forthis very caſe Chem- & 14. 3Is 
mitts * condemneth the Councill of Trent; viz. becauſe they ſet * Exa.Conc, 
downe thesr decrees (as it were) mncontroulably , and not under the Trid part,x 
ecamination of the (/hnrches. - D.Bilfon * faith , that no Conncill $48-3+ 
can bind a whole Church; except there be a generall conſent, 2.Seein *Cont. Af 
the authority of particular Congregations, is (as 4*, Parker F fich?: Bikes Ecl, 
and largely prooveth it) above all Synodes. I cannot ſee whatrea- 1,3. c.13. f, 
ſon My men haue , to take upon them the ſubjeQing of a whole 130. 
Congregation to their decrees; yea and to * (Znſure the Elderſhip, jX*0ns. 
if they (though with the Churchesliking) doe contrary to it. It was with our Elds 
not the manner of Biſhops ( faith D. Whitaker ) in the primitive 2{Enient*7 
times , 19 aſſume unto themſelves juriſdiftion and gouvernment over Mr. Hooker ts 
others. 3, If it be right *that the common defire ofa particular — 
Congregation,in things lawfulll ſhould take place, before one mans their at. . 
oppoſition to it, then I take it,the matter was not well caried, when _ 
A, Paget prevailed againſt the Elderſhip and Church too. 4..This L See ok. 
praQic is contrary to the. 0/d 7le, generally received among the' Pol.Eccl.1. 
learned, That, + which concerneth all , ought of all to be approoved,-c.12. p. 88, 
But ſome may ſay , how' is thisto be done? I anſwer in the words FAmb.lib. 
of D. Ealke *, That the Elders (layth hee) may have their ſentence = __ 
| robethe ſentence of the Charch, they musF (when they bave travailed » ep 
in examining of caſes) propound them tothe whole multitude , that it Diſcours of 
may be confirmed by their conſent, Obſerve here, bow according to Eceleſe diſcs, 
this mans opinion , the Claſſis ſhould firſt have propounded the ? (86. 
thing to oyr Congregation,and if wee jointly had approoyed there< 
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of, then might they have concluded , that it was 4 Church eAF, 
otherwiſe not. | J 
_ $5. Howloever the Clafes havejoyned with 14". Pager againſt 
us, and they together deprived us of 1". Hooker,and MF. Daven- 
port , notwithſtanding hetherto wee have not ſcene them , to war- 
rant their proceedings by the Scriptures ; and therefore in this 
' reſpe wee allo take it,that they have dealt too hardly with us: For 
who knoweth not , that in all queſtions of this nature, no other te- 
ſtimony or argument can ſtrike the ſtroake to perſwade the con- 
{cience, but the word of God; for as one * well faith: /f any thing 
be ſpoken without Scriptre,the mind-of the heareth hatteth; now ſtic- 
king at it , ſometimes turning from it as friyolous , ſometimes turning 
to it. as probable: But when the teftimony of the ſpeaker commeth 
from Divine Scripture , it confirmeth both the ſpeach of the ſpeaker, 
and mind of the bearer. But as for the Claffis, all that wee have yet 
heard or ſcene from them, for the juſtification of their Atts againſt 
* Thy n the us, hath bene either the order P of the Church, or cuſtome, OT tra. 
reaſon they dition. Now what faith God by Ieremy F , The cu#tomes of the 
P ” _ people are vaine, Whatſoever favoreth againſt the truth, us Her«ſie, 
Mr Hooker, ©9# 91d cuſtome., faid Tertullian *, Cu#ome, faith + another, 
why bee * without truth, ts the mother of erroxer, And in another place * : Wee 
ſhould not muſt not follow the cuſtome of men , bur the truth of God. Tothe 
preach, it {are purpoſe ſpeakes Brz.4 F, and others. As for arders, wee are 
as 4gainſt © farre to be ordered by them , as they accord withthe order of 
the order of amp” - M 
tbeChurches the Goſpell. Touching T3 aditions, wee know well enought, what 
in theſe they {ay againſt them. , when they deale with tbe Papiſts, 
Countries. Belides doth not «1M =. Page. tell us (andthat-* truely) that 
——_ 10.3 22any worthy Divines are ſometimes miſiaken. Why then may not 
Ving ww they be miſtaken in our differences? In truth wee haye the more 
+ Gypr. Ep, Tealon fo tothinke , conſidering they bring us no proofe for their 
74. ad doings berein, ſaving bare antho-itie, | 
. Pom. And here by the way I thinke good , to obſerve a little of 
*D2 1.2 Ep. Mr, Pagers talke in pag.25. baving ſet downe a great part ofthe 
| 7 ' AQts and ſentences, which the Claſſicall Aſſembly made againſt 
23.27. "MF, Hooker : allo what the Depures of the Synod didin like man- 
* Pag.z5.. ner judge of the thing : Hee immediately begins to hold up his 
7. head, and to looke ſo big upon us,as if there were no remedie, but 
wee touſt needs runne away , and yeeld him the cauſe, Had theſe 
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complaynants ( faith hee) bene wiſe and conſiderate perſons , they 

would rather have'ſought to bury the memorie of theſe things, then by 
their importunate complaints compell me,in my owne defence, to write 

theſe things, which otherwiſe I ſhould not have done, But (good Sit) 
wherein lyeth the weight of this terrible matter? what, is it becauſe 
they ſay MF, Paget hath proceeded in every respett of this buſnes, - 

with a good conſcience ? If ſo, then I anſwer: Howlſoever they 
thought it, yet abſolutely ſo to conclude, was beyond their calling; | | 
my reaſon is , becauſe it belongeth onely unto God *, to judge in- +1,y,15.10 
fallibly of mens conſciences. Againe, or doth the waight of it, con- 2, $a.17.7« 
filt in this , viz. becauſe they ſay hee was unfit to be admitted to the 
Miniſterie, &c. If ſo,then in eAugu#tins * words, I fay , inſteed © 
of all theſe learned Fathers,or rather aboye them all, Paul the Apoſtle * In bs 48 


commeth to- my mind , to him I runne , to him I appeale, from all — 5.95% ; 
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Writers that, thinke otherwiſe, And that the opinions held by 
Mer, Hooker (howbeit condemned by the Claſſical «Aſſembly and 
Deputies of the Synod) are juſtifiable by the word of God,it ſhall 
be manifeſted hereafter. Ih the meane time I will bere give the 
Reader a full ſight of all this great matter,wherewith hee thinkes to 

affright us ; and thus it may be laid downe. Such perſons whom 
the Claſficall Aſſembly and the Deputies of the Synod, ſhall judge 
unfit to be admitted to the Miniſtery of the Engliſh Church. at 
Amſterdam , they may not be admitted : But ſo they judged 


AM. Hooker ; Therefore, 8&c. To anſwer.this argument;I reaſon yy 


thus. Ifas many and more,and every way as learned, wiſe,judicions, 
godly, &c. asthe Claſſicall Aſſembly , and the Deputies of the Sy- 
nod , doejudge A*, Hooker fit, to be admitted to the Engliſh 
Church at Amſterdam; then bee may lawfully be admitted: But the 
firſt is true; Therefore the ſecond, Had e A. Paget bene wiſe & 
conſiderate, hee would rather have ſought to bury the memorie of theſe 
things , then by his unneceſſarie mentioning of them, to comP* 1 me in 
my owne defence to write theſe things , which otherwiſe I ſhould not 
have done. | 

But let it be granted for reaſoning fake, that the truth is on their 


fide,notwithſtanding I cannot ſee,how they can lawfully require us 


to demit our felyes to their Ads and ſentences , till they doe lay 
downe, as their decrees, ſo the word of God, for the confirmation 
of them ; ſpecially in points knowne unto them to be much _ 
| - | C 2 -_ 
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AR. 20.30 thoſe, which take' umon them to be our Guides and Teachers , will 
2Tim, 3, injoyne usto leave this thing, or doe that; and yet bring us nothing 
FF.1G6. 


re if ſayth *, Eccleſiaſtical Officers, if they will rake heed to their flock, as 


& : 5 4 7: ſwaſions, And there is good reaſon for it ; for wee well know,that 


Rom. 1 5.4. the word of God containeth all things needfull to be done, or not 
AR, 26.22 done; as may be ſeene inthe places « here quoted. And to this 
of hs doe all our beſt Divines ſubſcribe old and new ; as Athanaſirs 6, 
ani ; <9 Iſychimns c. H Ularie d Epiphanius e, Auguſtine f, Chriſoftomeg, 
© In Levit. (il b, Lyrai, Bruno k, Bedat, Pareusm, Alſtedins *, Muſcnlus o, 
c.16.1.5. AfellerwsÞ and others. To end now the point,as 7otham ſaid to the 
d Lib.6. de men of Shechem, ſo will I fay tothe Claſſis ; if ye have dealt truely 
Trp. and ſincerely with our Elders and Church , then rejoyce yee in 


Hor .* Mr,Paget, and let him rejoyce in you, 


FEpift.x98- _ VE” 
ad Fortun, The 7 injury # tothe Magiſtrate , inpubliſhing an unjuFt com- 
_ Mat, —_—_— that —_ was done by them, | 
om. 19. Anſw. Salomon * faith , There zs that ſpeaketh like the peircin 
a 99 -* of a ſword, And the words of 4 tale al goe pa rk the > 
* In Prov. oſt part of the belly, How well all this agreeth with 74*, Pager, 
C-3 I. may be ſcene in this particular , to wit , in ſeeking to provoake the 
k.In Gal.c.1 Magiſtrates againſt us. Truely his dealing this way is moſt cruell; 
J v0 ſhe in pag. 29.30. hee perverteth our words, and ſeekes to make 
ew. uch concluſions from them , as tend to our undoing many wayes; 
nx.28. a if wee ſhould count the Magiſtrates Tyrants , Canrch-robbers, 
n Precog. Sacriledgzons perſons, &c, acculations offuch nature, as indeed the 
Theol.1,z. thinking of them, makes me tremble. Deliver me,O Lora, from the 
P 5 violent, man, who bath purpoſed to overthrow my going. But who 
4 5 qpa08 can ſtand before envy, 
plPſrg, Nowfor anſwerto it: 1. So long asT have bene intheſe Coun- 
8. P{.x30- tries, my care bath bene to walke dutifully roward the 71:gher 
4 12.18 Powers ; not willing at any time,to thinke of them,looke on them, 
p- ſ n_— ſpeake of them , or to them ; but with much reverence. For ſure[l 
Pts, Rs anhorey SON I e Lhar ant cor, 
MAKE 
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make conſcience to obey their Lawes , pay them tribute , pray for ;,,5 ,, 2, 
them,and give God thankes for them,as knowing it to be a ſingular Rowe: 2 } i 
mercy of God towards us, that wee doe enjoy them. Tit. 3.1. 

2. I am fo farre from having the thoughts which hee ſuppgeſteth, Mat.22.21 
as I doe beleeve (God knowes I lye not) that there is nota people ; Wu 
on earth, this day, better gouverned then wee are; here are whole- PI. 
ſome Lawes eſtabliſhed, good men cheriſhed,evil|-doers puniſhed, 
and- the poore comfortably provided for ; by which meanes wee 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlynes and honeſty. 

3- I maryaill by what rule Afr. Pager went,when bee made this ,,,,, x, *Y 


| threſhing inſtrument, of yr0x out of our writing. I ſuppoſe his 


Booke learning , will never beare him out in it ; but rather it will be 
generally thoughr (of the godly wile) that hee followed the coun. 

cill of ſome reaſonles paſſion , then any commendable plat-forme 
of artand ſcience, But I pray (Sir) are youin good earneſt, that 
a man cannot abuſe his intere$t in the 1agiſtrates,as wee ſaid and 

meant , but it muſt follow neceſlarily ; that they are Trans, 

Charch-yobbers , &c, this you ſay : But I deny that any ſuch thing 
can be rightly gathered from the place. For 1.wee never thought, 
nor can thinke , that the Magiſtrates deprive #4 of that, liberty and 
power , which Christ hath given to h#s Charch ; becauſe wee know 
that they doe not take upon them to eleA and ordaine Miniſters, 
but give approbation unto ſuch as by the Elders and people ſhall 
be choſen. 2.Our words have nothing in them, tending that way, 
whereto you ſtretch them ; wee fay (and this is the moſt) that the 
Magiſtrates will have us to take one that can ſpeake Dutch, and one 
in thu Countrie : Now may not they require ſo much,and wee doe 
it ; and yet wee keepe ſtill our power. If 14*, Pager had but read 
our words charitably , kee ſhould haue feene that which hee in- 
ferreth from them, to be direQly in them contradifted:For marke, 
all Readers that haue ſence, wee fay the Magiſtrates will have us to 
zake one, &c, doth it not then follow, that wee confeſle they per- 
mit us to «ſe the libertie and power which Christ hath given ws, yea 
encourage us to it : yet ſo, as wee chuſe a man to their liking. For 
concluſion then. I ſhall exſpe& in his next Booke, that hee either 
blot out this ſlaunder, or make acknowledgemenr of his fault bere- 
in , and to induce him the more unto it : I wiſh him to read the 


Wile-mans ſaying : Deyiſe not eyill again#t thy Neighbont , ſccing Prov. 3.29- 
- ER 26 C 3 | 7 
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hte dwelleth ſecurelie by thee. 


Laſtly let it be noted , how unprofitable hee is unto the peace of | 


this Cute, in that hee ſeeketh by untrue reports, to ſet debate be- 
twene the Rulers and people. The Scripture faith, /n the multizude 
of people is the Kings honour. Asitisa fathers glory to hauea large 
poſterity; a ſhepheards prayſe a great flock: fo it is a Gouvernours 
dignity and credit, to exerciſe authority over many faithfull ſub- 
jects. But certain itis, 27*, Pager bath bene an occalion, not onely 
to drive ſome families hence , butalſo a principall binderer of many 


(and thoſe very rich in the world) from coming hither : the which . 


thing tendeth unto the great hurt , both of Church and Common- 
wealth; and what I here ſpeake, I can make it good by many faich- 
full and honeſt witnelles, . X 

The 8 injury ?s to all the Reformed Churches , in publiſhing com- 
plaints again#t ſuch lawfull authoritie, as u exerciſed by them, 

Anſw. 1. VVhen « M.. Paget by the Scriptures hath prooved 
the matters in controverſy betweene us lawfull;viz.the power of the 
Claſſis, and his riffrafe Baptiſme ; then I will (by Gods grace) 
acknowledge my fault herein ; till then, I ſhall alwayes profeſle,thar 
hee hath borne falſe witzeſſe again#t his neighbour ; A thing in 
his writings too common with him. 

2. Obſerve here , how /4r. Paget profeſſeth plain Browniſme, 
and condemneth the Church of England , and that hee doth ſo; I 
proove it thus: All Reformed Churches nſe a Claſſical gouyernment; 
(ſo faith hee) Bur the Engliſh Church uſeth no ſuch : Therefore it 5s 
n0 Reformed Church , and ſo conſequentlie falſe. VVhat Apologie 
hee can make, to vindicate his reputation , I yet know not ; but ir 
may be wee {hall ſce ſome thing of it in his next booke, 


The 9 injury that hee taxeth me with , is to all that ſeeke Refor- 
mation, and deſire the ſame Diſcipline , that is prathiſed in theſe 
Churches : this theiy Booke being a ſtumbling block, in the 
Way. 

Anſw. r. I ſuppoſe by the ſeekers here after his Diſcipline, hee 
meaneth the Engliſh , nex-conformiſts, Now in this bee abuſeth 
them , and his Readers too ; for howſoever they would willingly 
{ſhake off the Pre/ates yoke , notwithſtanding it is not to come un- 
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der his Claſſical! autheritie , but rather to ereR that ſingle nncom... 

pounded Policie (which hee ſeemes to gibeat) whereby particular 

; Congregations are made to be independent : Not ſtanding un- 

? der any other Eccleſiaſticall authority out of themſelves. Andthat 

; this1s 6. I can proove it by many teſtimonies. In a certain booke 

; ſer out, under the name of allthe unconformable Miniſters in the | 

! Realme, they writethus : Wee confine * and bind all Ectleſiaſticall * Proteſtat, \ 
ower, within the limits onely of one particular Congregation- ; Hol. Ng w- 

ding tht the greateſt Eccleſiaſtical power ought not to ſtreitch beyond - pcs nd | 

the [ame , and that it is an arrogating of Princelie ſupremacie * ,” for f 

| any Eccleſiaſticall perſon, or perſons, to. take upon themſelves Eccle- * Marke 

' ſaaſticall juriſdiftion over many Churches. And alittle after : Wee 79% 

i holdthar thoſe Eccleſiaſtical! perſons , that make claime to greater 

power and anthoritie then this, efpeciallie that make claime Iure Di- 

f 

| 


a 1 1 


vino * of power , and InriſdittionÞ to medale with other Churches , Ta 
then that one (ongregation, of which they are, or ought to be mem= jj; p,,,, 
: bers, doe mſurpe npon the ſupremacie of the civill Magiftrate , &c, doth. 
| The Kefmtey of 7, Downames Sermon, handleth this point large- 
| ly , andprooveth from the Scriptures, and beſt writers , that every 
particular Congregation, ought to haue abſolute gouvernment in 11 Repo I. < . 
felf ; and that no Officer (by vertae of his office) may meddle with ; ws phy 
the affaires and matters of any Church , except his owne. , 223. 68. 
To theſe wee will add 'D.Fmlke , a man famous and of rare 
learning , in bis Learned Diſcours of Eccleſiaſticall Gonvernment., 
bee faith , There 011ght to be in every Church an Elde: ſhip, which Pag.84- | 
orght to have the hearing , examination ana determining of all * x Noeths. 7 
matters, pertayning to the Diſcipline and Gouvernment. vf that (on. 4 
regation, I could name many more , but it needs not ; ſpecially 
becauſe I ſhall have occafion to ſpeake againe of thething in ano- 
ther place. Yet this may not be forgotten. VVhereas there are many 
| hundreds of our Country-men in NVew- England, they bave not 
ereRed there any Claſſicall Gouvernment , but every particular 
Church exerciſeth her owne, I ſay, within her ſelf wholy; which is 
| a ſure argument to proove , that the foreward profeſſours in Eng- 
land approove not of this kind of gouvernment here pleaded for; 
although hee would feigne haue his Reader to thinke lo. 


-. 
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2, Whereas 


24 THE CHURCHES -PLEA 
2, Whereas hee ſaith that our Booke # a ſtumbling block, laid in 
the way of Reformation-. I ſuppoſe it will appeareo farre other- 
- wiſe,as that hee himſelf will befound chiefly in fault this way, And 
therefore I wiſh bim,to be well adviſed, what hee writes hereafter, | 
teaſt the reaſons, which bee layeth downe for his gouverning of 
many Churches , be appiyed by the Popes men unto the Hierarchy, 
. and toas good purpole too, And truely I cannot ſee,but this may { 
well be ſo., conſidering that both their D:ſciplines tend unto the | 
taking away of the Churches Right , the difference is; In the Hie- 
7archy one dothit:In the Clafles more;notwithſtanding in this they 
; Joyne together; viz. .in depriving Churches of their due and law- 
.fullpower. ,:; _ :,., | 
Tenthly hee faith I am injurious touall that are grieved for the 
offence ariſing by this fatt, hee being the cauſe of their grief. 
Anſw, x.If any grieve to ſee errour diſcovered , the truth clea- , 
red, good men juſtifyed , unjuſt doers reprooved); it istheir fault 
and finne: .Bur the writings publiſhed by me, ſerve for this end and 
uſe, 2,Ifany-haue given occafion unto others of forrow, it is prin- 
cipally himſelf, in that he hath, by unlawfull meanes, keept from us 
the profitable preaching ofthe mord , whereby wee ſhould have 
bene much furthered in the way to life and glory. If a father ſhould 
- withbold fror his children ſeaſonable and holezſome fopd ; were it 
' not aſufficient cauſe of weeping and mourning? For our parts,wee | 
catinot judge otherwile of his ca-aige towards us ; oboe: hee 
blefleth bimſelfin it, | 
The x and laſt injury 5s to all that take pleaſtre in theſe offene 
ces, bee being a meanes to harden them in ſinne. 
 Anſw. This is onely a begging. againe of the queſtion , and 
therefore it is anſwered before : For concluſion then, hereI may in 
Paz.32. his owne words fay ; Swch reproaches are quickie broched , but the 
£3 guilt of them is not ſo quicklie and eaſilie taken away.Belides theſe,l 
find many other untruths and reproaches laid upon me in his | | 
Booke , unto all which I ſhall give anſwerin time. But as for the 
writer of them,I will ſay no more, but that which the Reader ſhall 
Pro. 25-28 find by experience. That. as abattered city without walles , ſo is hee 
that. cannot rule his affettions; for his eger deſire to faſten upon us, 
hee cared not what, bathleft his writings naked, without x a 
nable and hone defence, 
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SECTION IV. 


N this Section my purpole is,to examen ef. Pagets anſwers, 
I unto certaine Scriptures, alleaged by us and 24*, Davenport , in 
our writings. Firſt to prgove that Chriſt hath given full power un- 
10 every particular Congregation, to chuſe freelie their owne eMint- 
ſters, wee mentioned eA.6,z. and 14.23. 


Mc Paget to refute us ; deviſeth 8 eAnſwers , amongſt which Pag.18. 9. 
there is not one , that anſwereth to the thing at all, nor ſerves his 20.21.22, 


turne in the leaſt for which hee bringeth it. Ir is not neceſfary that 
T ſhould here write downe all his words; I will therefore onely take 
the ſubſtance of them,which is thus: 71. Wee accuſe other Miniſters 
beſides himſelf. 2. The order againſt which wee complaine, hath 
bene formerlie obſerved in our Church, 3. Wee are partiall, becauſe 
wee diſliked not the thing ſooner, 4, Hee tells us what, order the Sy- 
nods have deviſed about the calling of Miniſters, 5. Wee are taught 
(a thing neyer doubted of) thar the Elders ought 10 goe before the 
people m all the publick aftions of the Church, 6, If this be not ſo 
great abſurditie will follow, 7, If wee were apart well examined,hee 
aſſures himſelf that few of #s would be found to agree with one ano. 
ther, touching the due order of eleftions. 8,1t is an heinous crime no 
lefie then ſacriledge, to deprive the Church of her lawfull power. But 
is this to anſwer , or rather in truth to play the Trifler, For whar 
are theſe 8 Replies , but ſo many ſhifts and windings , even miſe- 
rable ſtarting holes,and ſcope doores,for him to fly out at; doth hee 
not here turne his backe upon the caſe, as not willing to ſtand 
to it. 

I wiſh hee would once againe read our Scriptures,and his anſwer 
to them, and to per{wade him hereto; I will preſume (though I 
looke to be requited with fhrewd words for my labour)to propoſe 
it to his view in this manner. If the complaint made by William 
Beſt, and the Subſcribers with him, be againſt Mr, Pager 8 others: 
If the order againſt which they complaine be ancient: If they haua 
done ill in not blaming the thing till now : If the Synods haue pre- 
ſcribed an order of calling Miniſters : If the Elders ought to goe 
before the Church in all publike aQions: If hurt will follow other- 
wiſe : If the Complaynants cannot agree among themſelyes,touch- 
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ing the due order of ele&ions : In ſhort,if it be a great ſinne to de- 
prive the Church of her due power : Then doe nor thele Scrip- 
tures AR.6, 3.and 14.23. proove,that Chriſt hath given full power 
ro his Church, tochuſe freely their owne Miniſters: But the firſt is 
erue : Therefore the ſecond. 
Mr, Pager needs not to take it amifle, that I have ſyllogiſtically 
framed this argument for him : For beleeve it , unleſle it goe this | 
: way ; a man may {ay of his reaſoning here , as of them inthe Pro- * 
{ verbe, Hee aſked for hookes , and they ſay they have no mattocks, 
Notwithſtanding I doe not impute this, to his infufficiency ; but to 
the badnes of his caſe. Hee perceiving (in likelyhood) that theſe 
Scriptures'made for us, and againſt him ; thought ofa courſe how 
to put them by, and fave his owne credit too, and that was by hol- 
ding his Reader ina long talke. For will not many thinke , when * 
they ſhall read 7 or 8 {coore lines waiten to confute 3 or 4. But 
the thing is ſoundly done. 
2.For the matter in pag.20.I would willingly know,why he hath 
writen a whole ſide to proove that the Gowvernours of the Church 
ought to goe before ,-&c, hath this thing ever bene in queſtion? 
4 Refur. Knoweth hee not, that our difference is not about our owne Elder= } 
Rbem.on ſhip : But whither Officers of other Churches , have ought to doe 
2.14-23. (as by power) with the adminiſtrations of our Congregation. This 
p x ny indeed wee deny , but _— els. Why therefore doth hee ſpend 
[diſcip. pag. time, in unnceceſfary talke? It bis heart be upright , and hee thinke 
24-25. his caſe good, let him ſpeake out plainely and direAly in it. VVee 
4 In 1 Tim. affirme, that rhe elettion and oder of fo FC Officers, 
#6-5-P-350- ought necefiarily - to be made by the free choſe of the {UngregationL, 
: "qo "ig _— - 3.4 to —_— : and none elſe have 64 colivg to 
| <q medale therewith. Forthis wee bring the word of God , Att.6.3. 
fSyntag.l.7 and 14, 23. Not wreſted to ſerve our Turne, but nnderſtood in 
c.16.9.543 thatſence, whichthe learned expound it, as Cartwright ©, Bates, 
g In At.6. 7)1alc, Danemd, Fenner *, Polannsf, Piſcators, Bezah, the 
9 ndoy a Anthors of the admonitiony tothe Parliament. ! , (burcy gouvern. | | 
AR.14.23. ment k, Neceſſity of Diſcipline t, Defence of Eccleſiaſticall Diſci- 
3 Lib.1.p.3 pline m, and many others, | | 
k Pag. 4.0. But 24. Pagets profefſion and praftife is otherwiſe : Hee 
I Pag.28. ſayth*, that particular (ongregations are not independent : but fland 
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bis Reader to be ofthe ſame mind with him ; hee tels him in page: 
19, and 66, that the Synods in th:fe Conntries have agreed to have 


'5t ſo. Ifbee had told us and prooved it, that Chriſt or his Apoſtles * Bexade 


had ſo commaunded , wee would haue embraced it forthwith ; but Eccleſc.y. 
notthe ſooner , becauſe men have done it, Our reaſons are theſe; Fiſens Theſ, 
I. It doth not belong unto Synods (as the Learned * affirme) to Theolog. 4 
make new Articles of Religion- , nor to bring any thing into Gods 23. p.372. 
houſe , which hee hath not commaunded in his word. AMiniFers 111. Mart, 
(fayth one +) are ſtewards, whoſe duety is not ro preſcribe new Lawes = = A 
unto the familie,but faithfully to keepe the Lawes of the houſeholder, + z oh FS 
and to doe every thing according to his commaundement,, 2.All ſuch cone. 4. qu yy 
inventions of men , asare deviſed for any ſervice-of God , are ab- 7. p. $84- 
horred by the Lord : Hee likes nothing but what hee appointerh D*#. 16.25 


himſelf. 3. God promilſeth his prefence onely in his owne ordi- an 4 


. nances ; and therefore wee cannot ex{peRthat hee will either ac- « 5,, Mr. 


cept , or bleſſe * that thing, which is not done according to his re- Ded upon 
vealed will, 4. Herein wee obey tbe Lord F,and walke inthe ftepts 2 Comm, 
of the faithfull, 5. In this wee take no more liberty, then others £9197 
have formerly done. Znther in the Preface ofthe Aſſertion'of the on 4.308 
Articles, condemned by the Bull of Leo X. Hee fayth : / call thens oft 4 
to record of this my proteſiation , that I will be urged to yeeld by no' 634, &c; \ 
mans amthority ; though hee be never ſo holy a Father , but as farre #E(a.$.20- ) 
as hee ſhall be approoved by the judgement of the divine Scriptures,  Tht-5-2% 
And here I will conclude this point inthe words of Augnſtine: Wee x _ Zo To 
gh not the writings of all men , be they never- it, 4s -I7.LL | 
weigh not the writings of » be they never ſa worthie , as wee ; 
weigh the Canonical Scriptures : but that, ſaving the reverence that Ad Fortun. 
duc unto them, we may miſtike and refuſe ſomewhat. un their writ- Epit, II Is 
ings, if wee find that they have ranght otherwiſe then the Scriptures W7 
will bear. ns . do OLony phe one 4 
Letit here be obſerved,that Ir. Paget pleadeth for his Diſcipline, 
as the Papiſts doe fortheirs : They fay * , Church gouvernment, a onangss. if 
is not to be takenonely from the Scriptures , but fromthe wholeſome agate nag 
© 3 +I» £4ge 15+ 


4,0” | T9e25e 
I ſuppoſc hee dares not affirme , that unto the Lawfwll.calling of oY 
4 Miner , God requireth every particular Church , to ſeeke 
the allowance of the Claſſis ; and that they ſhall wor proceed in the 
thing without their adviſe. Notwithſtanding hee doth what hee 


can, to ſubje& us unto this hymaing ordinance, and will not ſuffer us 
B2z otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe to goe on,and therefore (as I ſaid) hee and they have ta- 

ken up one deviſe, to bring all Churches (ifthey could) into miſe- 

rable bondage. But let him remember the words of Salomon #, 

| F xo Remoovye not the ancient. limit, which thy fathers have ſet, This is a | 

þ- Job 24.2, great finne in all places * , but greateſt in the Churches of the | 
| Saints. 


r, Davenport judgeing it wholy unlawfull, to baptiſe any in- | 
M fant, whoſeParents/one at leaſt)are no members of any parti- | 
Pag.133, cular Congregation;alleadged for it certaine Scriptures,unto which 
134 &% Mr, Paget hath anſwered : But whether effeQtually, weeare now 
toinquire. 
The firſt is AR, 20.28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and 
20 all the flock,, over the which the Holy GhoFt hath made you over- 
eers, Oc. 

; To this 4", Paget (as before)makes 8 Replyes; moſt of which, 
I take them to be ſo impertinent, as not capable indeed of any | 
anſwer. Leaving the firſtto 1, r- Davenport, becauſe it concerneth 
his owne perſon; wee come tothe ſecond, where hee writeth thus: 
@ Suppoſe Paul in the place alleaged , had required no more of the Pa- 
: ſtours of Epheſus , yet might a further daetie have bene laid upon. 
them in ſome other place of Scripture, It ts no good kind of difpating, 
' ' Poarguethus, No more is required of Miniſters in ſuch and ſuch a 

\_ place, therefore in no other place at all. | 
'Anfw. I. Beithere noted, that theſe words tend unto the up- 
holding of the vileſt errours that can be : For from the ground 
which hee hath here laid downe , what Divine truth is there , but 
may be coulorably gaine-faid and refifted. For example , If a man 
to proove that there are three perſons in the Godhead, no more; 
ſhould alledpe for it 1.Ioh. 5.7. There are three that beare record 
5n Heaven, &c, Might nota Heathen take up his words, and ſay: } 
O Sir , it 15 no good kind of diiputing , to argue thus , No more are 
mentioned in ſuch, and ſuch a place, therefore in no other place at all. | | 
T marvaill how /4*. Paget would be able to ſtoppe ſuch an adyer- 
faries mouth. In his next writing I ſhall exſpe& to ſee fome thing 
about it.' In the meane time I doe advertiſe him to beware of thele 
raſh and inconſiderate ſayings : Hee cannot be ignorant , what a 
moſt daungerous worke hee hath ſer forth oncealready, Seeking 
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- by it (as one * truely chargeth him) 0 ſtrike at the very text , and * Mr. Ainf. 
- to weaken our common faith, For which thing hee lyeth to this day, — 
A under the juſt Cenſure, and ſharpe reproote of many Godly and ,,,,... ; * 
a / Learned men. It would be good therefore for him , in Iobs + of che 5, \\ 
e | words to fay, Once have I ſpoken, but 1 will not anſwer , yeatwiſe, Bookes of | 
| butIwlill Joy no further : Wherefore 1 abhorre my ſelf,and repent oulited = 
in duſt and aſhes. | 
= | 2, Whereas hee anſwereth with 1f, or might be : this ſheweth pn. mg 
- | that (being notable to avoyd the force of the Scripture , yet un- againſt bing, 
h |} willing toaſcent unto it) hee loves to be contentious , and to ſeeke #Cha.40. 5 
y | 4 knot inaniſh: If there beany place of Scripture, to his know- © 42.6. 
| ledge, that doth require the Pastowrs of Epheſus , to baptiſeſuch 
d infants whoſe Parents are withoat :. it had bene his duety to bave 


named it, But if hee know no ſuch thing, (as I am fare hee doth 
not) then let him know , that his reaſoning is fruitleſſe and deceit- 
full too. If a man will be perverſe , it is no maſtery to have a di- 


| RinRion, andto fay ſome thing , though without brane or ſence. 

| But whatfayth Vives *, They are baſe wits, that are ſo affetted : For *Lib.1.de | 
: | ingemous minds and natures well given, will rather ſecke how true bes. gy / 
- that ts, which they hold, then how they may defend it , making grea- a 
- ter price of verity then vittory. mu: | -£ 
6 3- Toanfwer the thing more fully ; the ordinary examples of 
a the Godly in Scripture , are ſet downe-for our imitation ; yeaand 


weeare exhorted to follow the ſame : Theſe things (fayth Paul ) Phil. 4.8, 
which yee have heard and ſeene in me , doe. Hence it 1s, that the 9-10. .. T 
Apoſtle, having ſpoken of the vertues of many true beleevers, Heb. 2 T'- 3-10. 
11, likeneth them in chap. 12.1, unto the Cloud, which the Trae- 5, om wo { 


lites had in thedeſert, by which they were guided unto the Land Heb.r3. 15 
of Canaan, | | | 2-B! Iam. 5, 15. 
And in particular , the intent of the holy Ghoft , in caufing the Luk: 4-25, 
| ets of the Apoles to be recorded; was that the ſame ſhould be 26+ 27+ 
as a Cloud, todirect us in the way to heaven.. Now thetxtoapply 
z Att, 20,28, to the matterin hand ; whereas Paul -appointeth the 
Epheſian Elders, unto the care and: .cbarge onely of theittowne 
particular LONG , and no further; ic followeth':neceſſarily, 
(this being writen for our imitation) that every Miniſter underthe 
Goſpell, is to containe himſelf altogether, within the boundsand 
Circuit of hisowne Church ; and not to exerciſe any att of h1# mint 
| D 3 ſterie 
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;ſterie otherwhere : For to doe it, is meerely intruſion, anda taking 
x.Cor,7,i ofto much upon him. Therefore Let every man wherein hee us Cal- 
24. led , therein abide with God, Els others will be injured, good order 

; broken,ſcandalls rayſed,and the doer ſeverely puniſhed,for his irre- 
* gular walking. | 
Obſerve againe, how 4*, Paget makes uſe of the Papiſts argu- 

- ment ; for thus writeth Scultingius : The Calvinists (ſayth hee) o6- 
jett that. the authority of Biſhops and Archbiſhops , is not fromthe 
Apoitles , becauſe Aft.15, the controverſie there was not confirmed 
by them , but by the whole (burch. Now marke how prittily hee 
an{wereth to it : This will ner follow,for the authority of Biſhops & 
- Archbi ſhops might be exerciſed at. other times, in the Apoſtles dayes, 
although then ut were not. Thus heedrawes out Antichriſt ſword 
{. againſt us , onely hee puts a new ſcabbard upon it, 


- 
4 
> 


Hieraych. 
l.10. p.79. 


_ . His third anſwer is, that Paſtowrs and Teachers are bound to exer- 

# Ciſe ſome atts of their muntery, towards thoſe who are no members of 

{ ther Chinch, \ And: why ſo? Becauſe they onght to invite and call 

others, even thoſe that. are' without , Prov. 9, 3.4.5. Mat. 28. 

n= * =” | 

* Anſw. 1. I would willingly know of him , whither his office be 

1o with him , and alwayes Shim , that hee cannot performe 

ſome good: ations , but: they maſt needsbe ations of his Minifſte- 

' Ty. Fandothers, are otherwiſe minded; our reafon is, becauſe wee 

aretold,that as a man and wife, a father and child; fo a Paſtour and 

a Flock, are relatives. Now in my-underſtanding, as I am a father, 

I. exetcife no: proper atts of a father , but towards my owne chil- 

dren;;;:what good ſoeverT doe to others, it cannot properly be {aid 

to be the a& ofa father, but rather of a freind, a neighbour,a Chri- 
ſian, &c, Now let him make further —_— of it. 

2. For his two Scriptures; x. Mat. 28. 19. 20. is very unſ kil- 
fully qupted ; for bowſoeverthe Apoſtles exetcifed fome ets of 
heir, neſtery townr as men without ; yet this prooves not , that or- 
dinary; Mirnſters may doe fo'too ; but onely athing fo conceited of 
bira,”Tbe.other place isanfwered before. FR A T6 


tp Hee ſaith, thats Puſtor may adminifter the Sacraments,both 
of Baptiſm and:the Lords Supper , in mizhbour Charohes'; and this 
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(hee fayth) hee hath prooved ag tint « MF, Ainſworth in Arr. page 


17.18. and againe from pag, 109. 10114, 

Anſw. 1, As Parents love their owne children, becauſe they be- 
gatthem, how ill-favored and black foever they are. So e Mr, Pa- 
zer in this place , applaudeth his old writings , becauſe they are the 
inventions of his owne head. I have 3 or 4 times read the places 
over ; and I doe aflure thee (Reader) I find not any thing there 
prooved , of which hee here {o vainely boaſteth. For either hee 
takes that granted, which hee is not able to proove; to wit, that the 
Elders, Deacons and widowes of one Church , may adminiſter in 
another , by vertue of office ; or els, like the unwiſe mans building, 


| his wholediſfcours is without foundation. Hee tels us, that rhe El- +. 
' derſhip of the ſeparated companie of Leiden did help MF, Ainſworth 


in his Controverſie with MF Tohnſon, VVhat then? muſt it follow 
that they exerciſed ſome att s of their Mmiftery in another Congrega- 
tion ? Forſooth fo hee concludeth ; but how truely , I will here 
manifeſt in this argument, If the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam per- 
forme ſometime a worke of mercy to the people at Harlem ; then 
they exerciſe there ſome aQts of their Magiftracy ; but the firſt is 


_ true: Therefore the ſecond. ' If MF, Pager will compare his man- 


ner of reaſoning with this; hee ſhall ſee , that blood is nor more 
like to blood , then theſe two one the other. 

But I peſfe what cauſeth him toerte herein ; Hee thinketh that 
Officers of a Church, cannot be helpfull in fome cauſes unto other 
people, but they exerciſe atts of therr Miniftery : But the thing is 
not ſo ; for whatſoever they doe in ſuch caſes, they doe it not as Of- 
ficers, but as Chriſtians, neither can they now doe more, (though 


_ Miniſters in other Churches) then ahy other Brother may doe, 


beipg indued with che like gifts. 

One thing here I cannot let paſſe, and that is touching his un- 
ſound reaſoning in pag. 110, Heetels MF. Ainſworth that his ſi- 
militede from a Hoſband , is againſt himſelf. The reaſon hee gives 
for it, is, becauſe a Huſband, natwithſianding his relation and 
bond unto his owne wift , may yet begome 4 pea Fon , and guide of 
the poore widow , that wants a Huſband , to performe theſe ducties, 
If 34", Paget will ftand to juſtify the true proportion of his argu- 
ment , as it muſt neceſſarily hold , or els it is mere yanity : I will 
hence proove from his writing, that adultery is lawful ; for _ I 

: reaſon: 
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reaſon: That which is the peculiar duety of huſ bands,to be perfor- 
med towards their wives , is to give them due benevolence : But 
buſbands notwithſtanding the relation and bonds unto their owne 
wives , may performe the peculiar dueties of huſbands to poore 
widowes : Therefore huf bands, notwithſtanding the relation and 
bond unto their owne wives , may have the uſe ofthe bodies of 
poore widowes. If hee doe not grant this, hee reafoneth without 
reaſon, For I hope hee will not deny , but a man that is no bul- 
band, may performe many kind offices to poore widowes ; yea I 
thinke hee will confeſſe, that a man unmaried, may doe as many 
good turnes to poore widowes , asany huſ band : If ſo,then of a cer- 
rainty , either hee muſt maintaine whoordome, as I ſayd before; 
{or confeſſe that which hee writes here, is moſt impertinent ; and 
that the compariſon holds no further but thus ; viz. that any man 
| out of office, may in other Congregations performe as much due- 
{ ty ; as thoſe which are not Miniſtersthere, 
I hope his ſinne here was of ignorance, ratherthen of wilfullnes, 
andthat hee bad a devotion to ſerve God ariglit,though hee tooke 
not (in this) the right way, wherein bee will be ſerved. And thus 
much is ſufficient to confute whatſoever hee hath there faid : Let 
us therefore proceed to the next, 
For his 5 anſwer, I can better underſtand his meaning, then 
make either.ſence , or good Engliſh of it. To proove that a Pa- 
| tour is bound to exerciſe his Miniftery , in ſome ads thereof ,7to- 
wards thoſe , who are no members of his Church ; hee brings the 
example of Claſſes and Synods , where many Miniſters doe meet 
rogether , for the adminiſtration of Diſcipline in thera, and to de- 
termine and decideby a joint authority,the caſes and controverſies 
of ſundry Congregations ; and this hee fſayth is to be feene in 
AQ.15.1.2. | 
Anſw. Who ſeeth not that this plea,is none other,then a meere 
begging of the queſtion; hee bringeth in the Claſſes and Synods for 
his proofe, whereas hee ſhould firſt have prooved, that the power, 
which they aflume over many Churches: is lawfull. Before I come 
| tolay downe my particular anſwers to it, I ſhall entreat him in bis 
next Booke, to reſolve me theſe few Queſtions. x. VVhither the 
Aſſembly, mentioned in AQ. 15. were a Synod or Claſſis, 2.How 
it can be manifeſted from that place , that both are divine inſtitu- 
| tions, as 
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tions, as here is affirmed. 3. How hee can naturally from thence 
rayſe this doQtrine ; viz, excommunications and elections of Mini- 
ſers, are ations belonging unto Claſſes and Synods, 4. VVhither 
it be ſure Divino, that Eccleſtaſticall Officers of many Churches,are 
neceſfarily bound, to determine by joint authority , the caſes of 
many particular Congregations ; or whither it be a thing arbitrary H 
and left unto every mans liberty. 5. Whither all fuch caſes and con- 
troverlies, as are decided by many Miniſters,combined into Claſſes 
and Synods ; muſt ſo ſtand , as that particular Congregations may !'. 
not (ifthey thinke fit) rejeR the ſame,and praRtiſe otherwiſe, then 
bath bene there determined by joint authority, 

I haue the more hope, that A*, Paget will give a dire& anſwer 
to theſe queſtions : Sceing 4 good conſcience (hee ſayth) ſuffers not pgg, 29, 
a mat. to be neatrall , nor to (uSend his judgement , when it us de- 
fireouſly deſired ; but forceth him 0 beare witneſſe unto the truth, &c, \ 


To the point now :.I doe deny that this place AA. rg. prooveth 
any ſuch thing, for which it is alledged. For x. here was no com- 
bination of many Miniſters of divers Churches ; but onely a few 
meſſengers ſent from eAntiochia untothe Congregation at Jeruſa- RT 
tem, about a controverſy there ſpecifyed, Hence it is affirmed, by.* D.Bridy. 
many learned men *, that as, this was an aſſembly of one ontly parti. pag: 1224. 
cular Church.; ſo it binds * onely but in 4 fpeciall,or particular meee 9. Whiths 
1ng. | AE 

- As eM-.Cartwright + faith, Pal aud Barnabas went ndt up oy 4 or 


#0 Jeruſalem , to ſubmit their judgement 10 the judgtment. of the + Refus. 


Apotles ; for that had diminiſhed the authoritie of their doftrine, Rhemiſe.0n 
then which there was no greater in the Word : they being both in- the place. 
fallablie direfted by the Holy Ghoſt, Onely they went up,to conferre "| 

with them, and for countenance of the truth, in reffett of menw , and | 

for the ſtopping of the monthes of ſuch deceivers , as pretentled they 

were ſent * by the Apoſtles, In a word thatno ſufpition might ye- * Verſ.24; 
maine in the minds of the people , as if Paul in do&trite differed > | 


- fromthe reſt. ' 


3. If Ierafalem lay north-ward: 200 miles from Antioch , as I 
read * it did : Surely then, hee hath ſmall reaſon to bring this Sctip-* Ttiner- 
ture , as the ground and foundation of the Clzſſicall Afembly ; yea Now Teity 
and to tell us F, that it is 4 remarkable place of Seriptare,to warrant ag ''7"I 
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the exerciſe of that power , which wee deny, And alittle after , This 
one allegation- is ſufficient. to evince the falſhaod of their afeertions, 
But before you make ſuch haſty concluſions ; haue a-little patience 
--. to heare us, to ſpeake for our ſelves. I pray how can you proove 
| that the officers of theſe two Churches , being two hundred miles 
alunder , were combined , and mett ordinarily together (as the 
Claſſes doe) ro determine the caſes of many Churches. Or how 
doe you proove that there was any Officer at all of Antioch, in Ie- 
rufalem at this time ? Briefly , or how doe you proove, that the 
Brethren ſent from Antioch , exerciſed guthority in the Church ar 
Terufalem ; yet all this you muſt make good , otherwiſe you are 
guilty of abuſing and perverting the Scripture , in affirming that 
rhe you » Which the Claſſis exerciſeth , was pratliſed at» Antioch 
and Teruſalem , and by eApoitolicall airettion>, This you have 
ſpoken : bur it'is untrue. Notwithſtanding had you reſted in Stew. 
Ofw. teſtimony , your fault had bene ſmall in compariſon what it 
is now, through your preat preſumtion ; to take God for your wit- 
Ter, 23-31. nes, in a thing which beenever ſpake. Behold faith the Lord, 1 am 
| againſt the Prophets thats ufe their tongues, and ſay : Hee ſaih 
it, 
Verſ.12.22 4+ It is certaine , that at Ieryſalem not opely the Apoſtles and 
De Conc. © Blders mett together ; but as Lukg exprefietb it , the Church alſo; 


'£8.c,3-& being intereſted in the thing : And thbetefore gave ſentence with 
| — > * thereſt,to the decree then made, Obſerve what D. Whitaker re- 
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| Polls Ecd, plyes unto Bellarmine , denying the multitude to be called : 7c was 
1.3.c.12- alwayes (fayth hee) the rat 
; pag-108, call the whole Chnrgh together : and no doubt but they did ſo bere, 


of the Apoſiles in common caſes, to 


226.3 34 Now there was no need to haye it mentioned, ſeeing it had bene ther 
FCane.1/-2 conſtant cuſtome formerlie ſo to doe, Mr, Parker + affirmes the 
fame : So the Authours of the Cent. *, And it ſeemes in Cy- 
+ Lib.4. prians # time , the Church was not deprived of her right herein; 
Epi#.16. howſoever the. Papiſts * in thoſe dayes teach otherwiſe , and 
*Bellarm. de M*,Paget and others, doe otherwiſe praRile. 


only "uh 5. Howſoever the Church at 4nt10ch, ſent ſome Brethren, with 


pay. 39, Pauland Barnabas, unto che Church at Ieruſalem: notwithſtanding 
* 


olit.Eccl. (and let it be well obſerved) bey did not this as being « dependent 


1.3.6.20. Þ..bogy , and. landing under another Eccleſiaiticall amhoritie out of 
39%. © themjelrrs, Foras "parker * excellently proovesit, the Church 
© Ep * - © at Antioch 


> 


LIMI 


—— JW Wz# Y»S 


w —_— » S %PF LIL LA4 w 


— —_— v3 = WD WO —_ 


FOR HER RIGHT, 35 
atAntioch at this time,had abſolute power in,& for her ſelf,to haue 
ended the controverly ; 'and might haue done it : I fay, in reſpe&t of 
authority , without acquainting therewith any other Congregation ..___ __ 
at all. To the ſame purpoſe another ſayth *, The Church of Antioch * D.Whita, 
ſent not to Jeruſalem , as being bound in duety thereto : But in regarid Conc. Qu. 1, / 
it w4s the Chief place of Religion, therefore they made chaoſe frealie of © 1 + 


* Po 
—— th 


that Congregation , 4s knowing them to be beſt able,to reſolve the con 
troverfie, + | oF; 
Trpe it is, the Hierarchie * deny this: of whoſe opinion M.Pa- *D. Thi. ge 
get muſt either be ; orelsthe Claſſes , (as they now rule) mult fall oo RN. 
co the ground ; for any relief that this Scripture AZ. 15, will yeeld 
unto them. ; 
6. When the Hierarchie alledge A. 5. toproove their Dio- 
ceſan and Provinciall Synods lawtull,marke how they are anſwered 
by the Reformiſts, The particular atts of the Apoſtles, in caſes alike, Park. Polit: 
mufb alike be obſerved. If this reaſon be effeQuall (as indeed it is) Eccl.l, 3.c. 
againſt them ; then it is noleſle effeuall againſt the Claſſes : Now _— $O 
I have in part already ſhewed , how quite contrary their doings 30: 
are , untothe example in AF, 15. umo which this further may be 
added : that the matter caried from Aniioch to Irrnfalem , was G7 
agreed upon by the whole Church ; and ſent thither by their mu- P4g+3 38s \ 
tuall deſire and conſent ; And hence our Divines teach , that the | 
ower of bringing things from one {ongregation to another, belongeth | 
6s to any _ on, to the (ing x "nwrh If this be trae Ty Barra | 
what word of God then;doth 4*., Pager, by. his + owne authoritie, gu; Elders, 


and without the conſent of the Confſiſtory , or any one'of them , cary in the re- 


matters to the Claſſis , and there hee and they together, undoe all <97ds four 
that , which the Elders, with the Charches conſent , had before £291" | 
jointly concluded, p yorp4g 
| Tl 3I. 
In pag. #2. after many bitter reproaches, hee aſketh , Where ts 
the warrant of Will Be, andthe reſt , how proove they, that I deFroy 


the power of the Church ? 


Wee are not toſeeke of good proofe , for that which wee have 
ſpoken ; for'ſeeing hee moft unlawfully carieth our bufneſfes away, 
to be determined, by the Officers of other Churches, in this reſpe& 
hee 'goeth about toſpoyle us utterly, A little after hee demavim- 
deth, What #s to be dove , if the Elders be in evo , whither the 
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not? came the word onely from the Claſſicall Aﬀembly , are rhey 

Job 12.2. {the people , and muſt wiſedome die with them ; are the Brethren all 

_ GS | Simplicians , all novices ; is there not a wiſe man among them, to 

hy At2.4s | judge of caſes. Indeed it is the manner of thoſe, which incloſe in 
Fe 6.5: thei hands th ;ghts of Churches 

Phil. x6. their owne hands the common rghts © urches ſo to upbraid 

xz Th.3.5.6 them,and in ſcorne to taxe them with l;zghtnes,11ndnes, pride, conten- 


Rome ſhould be brought to the body of the ( ongregation.,? VVhy 
| 


_ x Pee. 1-7. 1504, c.Butthe Spirit of God giveth a better teſtimony ofthem®, 


| 
' 


FLev.8.23 and counteth them meet + , both to hearc and determine of mat- 


Deut.1.13, 


AR. 11.12 ©&1S- : : , : 
x The.s.2x But this fayth hee, the Browniits doe : VVould hee have his 


I 1oþ.3,x, Readersthinke, that none but they, have ever done it. If his intent 
be ſo, then I muſt tell him , that hee goeth about to deceive them; 
for (as I ſhall ſhew in another place)this was the conſtit praQiiſe of 
the primitive Churches ; viz. to have matters debated and diſcu(- 
fed openly , before the whole multitude of the Church, And that 
hee may have ſomething in the meane time to looke upon : Hee 
may (if hee pleaſe) looke on a Booke, intituled: A diſcoxrs of the 

_ Frowbles in the Engliſh Church at, Franch. ford , where hee ſhall 

/ find, among other Articles agreed upon, by the whole Congrega- 

i tion,theſe: Art, 62. If all the Minifters and Seniors (which have 

'- amuthority to heare and determine, &c.) be ſuSþetted or found par 
 __ Pies ; If any appeale be made from them, that then ſuch appeale be 

* Marke this made to the body * of the nn the Miniſters, Seniors, and 

Mr.Paget, parties accepted : and that. the body of the (ongregation may appoint 

| {o many of the. Congregation, to heare and determine the ſaid matter, 
or matters , 4s #t ſhall ſceme good to the Congregation, Againe 


. Art. 67, If any controverſy be upon the doubtfull meaning of any 
word, or words in the RO ; that firfÞ it be referred tothe Mis 
.- nifters or Seniors: Andif they Cannot agree therenpon,then the thing 


be brought and referred to the whole Congregation, What ſayth 
Me. Paget tothis ? I hope hee will not ſay, they were Browniſts: 
Norwidiftendiog it was their praQtiſe , to have matters brought 


rento the body of the Congregations , howloeyer hee ſpeakes con« 
temptuouſly of it, | Ps, HT 

7. The thing then and there concluded , was divine Scripture, 
MN upon all other Churches of the Gentiles , although they 
had no delegatesthere, v.22.28, cb, 16.4, ; 
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8. It is obſerveable, how *, Pager ſtumbleth at the fame. 
ſtone, and miſapplyeth the very fame place of Scripture eAF.15. 
as they Papi#ts * have done before: For thus they write; Panl and *RhemiFt. = 
Barnabas condeſcended to referre the whole controyerſie , and the de- 9 the place 
termination thereof,to the ApoStles and eAncients at Jeruſalem, that Job _ 
75 to fay , to commit the matter to be tryed by the Heads and Biſhops, - "I: Gl 
and their determination in (ouncill, And indeed ſuch application Cafs.V lene 
of it, better ſerves the turne of Tefuits and Preiſts , that (ke to ſet berg. 16. 
up the Popes ſupremacie , and a Thrannicall Hierarchie, then thoſe <4#ſ £16, 
that deſire to ſtand for the Rights and Preyiledges , which Chriſt 52+ 


hath given unto his Church, 


When I begun toread his 5 Avſiver, I thought to have found 
ſome great matter in it ; becauſe hee promiſed ro come neerer unto 
the place Aft, 20,28, but having well peruſed it, my exſpeQation 
was fruſtrated ; for hee is fo farre here , from coming neerer the 
point, that in my — hee runnsquitefrom it, All that 
hee faith is to this effet: Men doe attend tro their flock, , when they 
laborer that the ſame may be increaſed. 

Anfw, r. It is true : But how muſt this enlargement be made? 
ſurely, not by opening the doore of the fonld , totake in Lyons, {| 
wolves, foxes,8c. but ſuch onely, as by their fruites appeare-(out- _ } 
wardly atleaſt) to be the ſheepe F of Chriſt : whereas therefore FE 535-6. 
e M-.Pager bringes into the Church the children of a ſtranger *, _ "ee. -} 
(ſo Iam told are the words in the text) my meaning is , refuſeth Rev.21.27 
not to baptiſe baſtards : the ſeed of the adulterer, and the whoore, Ioe/ 3.17. ; 
when they are brought unto him : Hee needs not glory in hisnum- *Ex<>.44- ; 
ber ; for it is not the increaſe of God *; bur as the Prophet fayth, 4 FN / 
of whoordomes againſt him. AndI wiſh, hee would well conſider, EF" 'f 
when Chriſt ſhall appeare in the brightnes of his glory , and ſhall 26. / 
fit as a juſt Tudge , at his ſecond coming , to aſke a ſtrict account 
of all bis ations, what hee will fay then, for this thing ; ſeeing hee 
is not ableto alledge one precept , or example for it , in the whole 


* Scripture. 


2. Seeing hee increaſeth his flocke by baptifſing ſuch infants, 
whoſe parents are without : How commeth it to paſſe , that hee 
takes not more care afterwards of them ; ſome ſay *, that children * Chriſoft. * 
by Baptiſme are made gembers of the vilible Church ; and of this 12% "+ #+ 
SE hg E 3 opinion 3" 
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*Orel, 17 Opinion Mr. Pager by his writing * here, ſeemes to be; if ſo ; me 


thinkes then, it is hard dealing in a ſheepbeard, to take ſheep one 
day into his fould, and preſently after to caſt them off ; take no fur- 
ther charge of them , neither acknowledge them more for his, then 
thoſe which never were of his flock at all. 

| For that which is in his 7 Anſwer : Itis onely a peece offalls 


coyne, twiſe or triſe told over; hee conceiteth, that a Miniſter can 


not doe a thing in another Congregation , but it muſt follow ne- 
cellarily to bean att of his Minizterze : Now hee ſhould doe bet- 
ter, to proove well once the point, then to begge it ſo continually, 
Beſides to convince erroneous perſons in the Charch , this isnot al- 
wayes a Miniſterial duety; as hee unadviſedly affirmeth : For men 
out of office, may doe this,as the word of God teſtifyeth, and the 
learnedteach *, True it is 4, Paget hath bene a deadly enimy al- 
wayes to it : Notwithſtanding never was hee able (beſides gibes 8c 
reproaches) to bring any thing , to proove the unlawfullnes of it. 
3. The Churches of God at firſt had no Officers , notwithſtanding 
bee will not fay , but the Learned and able Btethren among them, 
might convince erronious perſons , if there were juſt occaſion for it, 
Apaine ſuppoſe a Church , whoſe Paſtoxrs are taken away : cannot 
gee the aſſiſiance of 4 neighbour Miniſter, to convince erronious per- 
ſons ; then it ſeemes , after his kind of diſputing , they muſt either 
all hold their peace ; what abilities ſoever they haue ; or ifany.one 
ſpeake, hee performeth a MiniFerixll duetie, or otherwile his talke 
here is quite beſides the matter,or juſt nothing ; which of theſe hee 
will owne (for one hee muſt) I leave it to his owne choſe, Laſtly 
for thele Scriptures Tit.1.9.10.11, rt.Timet.c.,20. they doe yot 
proove any ſuch thing for which hee brings them. I grant indeed 
to refute erronious perſons, is ſometimes a Miniſterial duetie, and 
ſo is prayer , reading the Scriptures , expounding them, &c, Not- 
withſtanding it will not follow, when a Paſtour doth theſe things 
in another Congregation , that hee performes a Minifteriall due- 


ty; or that Brethren out of office, may not doe themalſo. Yet this * 


hee muſt proove,otherwiſe his talke,is like a tedious Muſician,ever 
turning, never playing. 
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The '8$ and laſt anfiver , hee divides into 5 heads or branches: 
Touching the x, 2,3 and 5 of them, I except againſt , inthat they 
ſay nothing in the controverſie betweene us; and therefore they 
muſt ſtand afide. Inthe 4, hee writes, that members of the Catho= 
like, or Univerſall (hurch , may have their infants baptiſed, though 
they be not joyned to any particular viſigle Church, 

To this I anſwer ; that hee neither ſpeakes ſkillfully , nor con- _ 
ſcionably;For x.by the Carholke (hnrch our Proteſtant Divines*, , Piſca SN 
underſtand the company of Gods elett and choſen , and hence name yppor;qpy. F 
it + iny:ſible, ſpiritual, mifticall, Yea ſome * doe diſlike the terme loc. Ig. Fl 
it ſelf, and call it 4 vaine and fruitles word. And well they may;for p. 102. 
the Scripture bathit not , neither is the author ofit knowne ; but 4 wage. 
ſuppoſed * to be a Papift. But to the matter in hand : If noin- Viſte wg 
fants out of particular viſible Churches , ought to be baptiſed ; bur part, 2 : pag. 
them, whoſe Parents are knowne to be members of the Catholike 34.7. 
Church; then it will certainly follow,that no infants, whoſe Parents Pet.Marz, 
arenot members of any viſible Church , may be baptiſed , becaufe "ge 
the others are knowne to God onely. Obſerve here , how hee Cleſ-2f. 
confutes himſelf, and brings one argument forth againſt his owne pg}an. Sm. 
caſe : And indeed itis juſt with God , that thoſe which contradid :ag.1,7.c.4. 
the truth , ſhould contradi& themſelves moſt groſly too. $-520 

2. Unconſcionably;to affirme a thing of ſuch waight and conſe- + ons 
quence, without ſhewing any word of God for c—— of 5. , > = "4 : 
doth hee thinke that wee owe him ſuch obedience , as to beleeve + D.WWhita, 
things, becauſe hee faith them : If hee doe; hee is greatly miſtaken; cone.4. Qu, 
for to ſpeake in another mans words; Wee are not bound 10 Mr,Pa- 12-78. 
gets writings , wee eſteeme them not as Canonicall ; but wee examen CO \ 
them by the Canonicall > and what, in them agreeth with the autho- , , AY 4 
ritie of Divine Scripthre, wee receive with his prayſe * What. 4ccor--D,Reinol, | 
aeth not therewith, wee refuſe with hu leave, pref.6, | 

Beſides hee knowes well enought, that mens ſayings are of no Cf / 


force and value in matters of Religion , without warrant from the ,» exe i 


 Scriprures, $o fay the Prophets «,lo fayth Chriſt 5,8 his Apoſtles ©, p,2f:Nov. 


Teſt.printed 
156r. D.Humphr.in the life of Iewel. D. Sutclif Chaleng.l.z. *® Sanford.de Deſcend. 
Dom. No#t.ad infer.lib.4.p. 28.and 30. a Deut.13.1.2.3.Exech.13.2. Mich. 7.13. 
Ier,23.31. Ezech. 14.9. b Mat.15.9, lob.5.39. C 1,C07-3,21. Gab, 1,8+ 
Iam,2.1,Rom,16,17,18, | 


and 
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d In Apol. andthus write the Learned , Tertullian®, Ignatinse, Hierome” , 
e Erijt.ad Baſilg, Ambroſe h, Anguitine i , Chriſoſtomek, eAquinas!, Cal- 
mag [al.86 vinm, Melantton", Bucanus 07 B, lewelp, Chaſſanioq, Urſin ?, 
7Serm.gd Aandothers, In his writing againſt us , hee is alwayes calling for te- 


Adol, ſtimony; Where # their warrant,,where is their authoritie, Fc. not- 


” Lo Th, are the notes of it. 4. VVbither wee areto judge allthe members 
p.62 7.628 Of this large Church, to be true beleevers, 5. If this univerſall 
o Lec.Com, Church be viſible , then I would know of him , why there ought 


2.532. not to be (proportionable to it) a univerſal] Miniftery and gou- 


9: untotheſethings, becauſe hee profeſſeth, to have a greats deſire to 
vs rag f infarme his —_ Brethren in S truth, Pref, 4 F | 
q Loc,Com. 
p-98. The next Scripture is (olof.4.17. And ſay to Archippm , take 
r In leſa. 6. heed ro the 1 iniſterie which thou haſt received of the Lora, that thou 
14-P:450. fallfil it, | | 
To this hee fayth nothing ; but referreth the Reader tothe an« 
ſwer,made to the former allegation; onely hee gathereth ſome ob< 
ſeryations from the place. Now for me,to anſwer his nothing,with 
ſome thing , it were worth nothing. Therefore I will paſle this 
Scripture over : notwithſtanding , I thinkefit (taking an example 
from him) to ſetdowne ſome notes alſo. 

x, If the Miniſterie ought to be fullfilled ; then muſt not Mini- 
ſers,marre their doQrine,with paſſion,girding,ſpightfull ſpeacbes, 
willfull oppoſitis,cxoſle teaching 8c.of purpoſe to diſcountenance 
the truth, and to hinder the growth of knowledge and fince- 
rity. 

Ts They ought not offenſively to publiſh anto the world, the 
perſonalland ſecret fealings of Brethren;but inthe ſpirit of mecke- 
nes, privately ſeeks to reſtore them, 
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3. Intheir writings, they ſhould not ſet downe untruths and 
ſaunders, continuall eging of the queſtion, many words for that 
which was never doubted of ; ahd,not a word to proove the points 


:  inqueſtion ; but contrarywiſe by the Scriptures ſoundly convince 4g 18, ale 
k the gaine-ſayer, ; VEN 
: 4+ They ought not to bring mens deviſes into the Congrega- 
tion , andthereto ſet them up, as part of Gods worfhip. 

. 5. If the people muſt ſay to Archippms take heed, &c. then 
- muſt not Miniſters, when they are admoniſhed for their unſound 
f dodrines,and bad gouvernment,reje@ the authority ofthe Church, 
| and ſhrowd themſelves under the arme of fleſh, of purpoſe to con« 
, tinue in their evill courſes. LES | 
, Laſtly, if they muſt fulfill their Miniftery ; then ſhould they not 
1 $ intheiroldage, be worle inlife and doQtine , then they were in 
© | former time. | 
- As Mr, Paget thought it needfull, that his Colleions ſhould be 
r obſerved ; ſo let every godly Miniſter, conſider whither it be not 
, meet , that each of theſe things ſhould be duely regarded of 

| them. | | | 
e The third Scripture js taken from r.Pet,5,2, Feed the Flock of 


s God, which is among you, taking the overſight thereof, &c, To this 
| | hee firſt anſwereth ; that ſheepheards for the defence and benefit of 
their Flockes,5c, have reaſon to combine themſelves together, for the 
- performance of ſome workgs of-their calling , towards the endangered 
h ſheep of ather flockes : as appeareth Eſfa.34.1. Luk,2.8, Genc2g. 
S 2.8, 
c . Anſw, Hee wrappeth his owne feet in the ſnare, hee layeth fos -. 
another : for the fimilitude, as hee here applies it , makes againſt 


- himſelf altogether. For x. Sheepheards are not ſimply tyed to 


- 
Fe 
os re IA © 


> | Ccombinethemſelyes together. 2, Neither doe they it,bur on ſome 
e ſpeciall occaſion, 3, For the combination it ſelf, if is not to exer- 
= | Ccife authorityover each athers Flock; bur joyntly to help one an« | 


other in common caſes, To make now the compariſon hold in 

c proportion : Miniſters of ſundry Congregations, are not abſolutely '_ 

- bound , to combine themſelves together, neither may they ſo doe;- } 
but upon ſome occaſion : And touching the combination it ſelf, it / 

muſt not be, to exerciſe any power over m_ others Congrega-/ 
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tion ; but either for mutuall aſſiſtance,to reſiſt the common adyer- 

fary , or to diſcuſſe and conſider of matters , for their better going 

foreward in piety and godlynes, | ; 
And this which I fay isthe judgement of our beſt Divines. Wee 


| doe (fayth D. Whitaker) confidently affirme , that at the firſt, 


Churches were gouverned onely by their ewne Minifters , and were 
. nor ſubjefied to other Churches or Miniſters : not Coloſſe to Ephe- 
ſus; not Philippi to The fialonica © not theſe ro Rome ; nor Rome 10 any 
other : but they had all equall power in themſelyes , that ts, indepen- 
dant- juriſdittion and gouvernment,, Nyither did they ſecke authori- 
: ty otherwhere,either from Prelate or Pope, 

Two things out of theſe words may be gathered: T, That the 
primitive Churches were all independent, bodies , not ſubjefed to 
any other ſuperiour Ecclefiafticall juriſdiQion,then unto that which 
was within themſelves. 2. It was not the manner of members, to 
cary matters away from their owne Church , unto men ofother 
Churches ; under a pretence , that they had authority above their 
owne £1derſhip and Congregation : Notwithſtanding contrary to 
; the firſt of theſe , is 24". Pagers profeſſion; tothe later bispraGtiſe: 
' but how able hee is, either to refute Mr. Whitaker herein, or to 
juſtify himſelf , wee ſhall heare hereafter ; for hitherto hee hath 
bene ſilent in it, 


To his ſecond anſwer: That the word tranſlated feeding, doth als 
ſegnifie to rule and gouverne, I grantit. Againe where hee fayth : /f 
thus kind of feeding be refFrained unto one Congregation, then is all 
the autheritie and gouvernment of Churches , by Claſſes and Synod, 
oyertbrowne thereby. This Igrant roo. And further , that it i #n- 
. Iawfull for Afcmblies of Miniſters to exerciſe any att of power,in 4= 
; my (ongregation beſides their owne. What doth now follow inhis 
i Opinion: Then Ainiſters (fayth hee) may not give their voyces for 

Phe deciſion of controverſies 3n any Congregation beſides their owne: 
Contrarie to the uſe of this word of feeding , applied to ſuch in Iſracll, 
as exerciſed ſome atts of their Mimiſterie , for the help and benefit of 
divers Congregations, as Ezek, 34.2.0, 

Anſw. xs. Doth not 4*. Pager ſee any difference , betweene a 
Miniſters giving of his voyce, forthe deciſion ofa controverſy, and 


exerciling an a& of power in another Congregation beſides his - | 


owne; 
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owne; indeed it ſeemes, that hee doth not ; and therefore moſt 

confuſedly hath herejoyned them together. But other men , can 

ſee otherwiſe ; and teach otherwiſe too : they can puta plaine di- 

ſtinRtion , betweene a Miniſters giving <dviſe, and councill in the 

matters of other Churches ; and exerciſing authority and power 

over them. Touching this point, learnedly writeth Baſil 4, Cir:llb, 

Socrates ©, Athanius 4 , Theodoret ©, Sozomen fo Ar, Parker g, allo 4 Epiſt, 4.8. 

affirmeth , that when a Congregation ſeekethunto others for aſſi- , * BY 

oth | apt | pift.18, | 

ſtance ; it 15 not for office to determine, but for their gifts and eſtima» ,1 Celeſtin. | 

tion : not to receive precepts, but onely for their conſent,councill, and c Lib, 1« | 

approbation. And for confirmation of this , hee names B, [ew?l, c.2.1 4. 

D. Rainolds and others , which have wrienthe ſame. 2T. 3, . 
Here let it be obſerved, that when wee uſed the like ſpeach in d Apolog.2. 


e Lib.2.c.8 


our Proteſtation ; viz, that wee doe reyerentlie eſteeme of the Claſſis, FL.3.c.10. 


for councill and adviſe , in all difficult matters , &c. Ar Paget very 
angerly tels us,that this is bat a lame, halting and half reverence : no 
more then that, MF, ITacob, and his company did give to (laſſes and 
Synods : Yea the Brownifts themſelves doe ſeem to give as much: 
Not to ſpeake any thing of his gibing ; wee fay, this is as much as 
God requireth of us ; and therefore wee may not give more unto 
them. I know 4", Paget will take this ill , for hee loves not to be 
{o ſtreight laſed ; as to haue his authority confined within in one —. 
Congregation; but let him remember,though'e Adam found more 
roome.when hee was caſt out of Paradiſe , then within : yet his 
condition, I ſuppoſe was neverthe more comfortable for that. 

2. For the place in Ezek. 34. it ſpeaketh notany thing, of the / 
thing for which hee bringeth it. 

3. Howſoeyer the Iſraelites met in ſundry places , notwithſtan- 
ding they were all but one Congregation ; for their Synagogues 
were notentyre Churches of themſelyes ; but parts or members of 
the nationall Church. And therefore the Prieſts and Levites, wheres» 
ſoever they were, exerciſed not ſome at3s of their Miniſtery,unta 
ſome, that were not members of their Congregation , as hee injudi+ 


5 Polit, Eccl, 
-3-P+ZZ v0 


} ciouſlyaffirmeth. | 


4+ Hee doth not well, to compare the nationall ſheepheards in 
Iſrael , unto the Miniſters now under the Goſpel , who are bound 
unto particular Congregations;In pag. 66. hee ſeekes to ſtrenghthen 
the authority of Claſſes and Synods, by the Iewiſh politic and gou« 
> Coe oo molt F 2 yernments 
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- Animad.o, Vermment : Now the Papiſts to eſtabliſh the Sea of Rowe, uſethe 
Con, 1.1, 3, fame argument. And the truth is , if «fr, Pager intend todiſpute 
£4. this way , they will cary it, quite away from him. Burt I thinke hee 
 BInit.l,4c, will hereafter be more conſiderate , and ſpeake no further of that 

G. rv manner, and forme of Charch gouyernment : ſeeing hee knowes, the 

TY os moſt learned on our fide , doe condemne the Papiſts for it ; viz, 

4 Cont.4. Junius «, Calvin z, Cartwright c, D. Whitaker d,and others. 

QI, It is likely 4:. Paget would take it amiſle , if I ſhould ſilently 
paſſe over one thing , which here, and before in pag. r 34. hee ad- 
vertiſeth the Reader to take notice of; and that is: that 17", e1nſ- 
worth bath formerly brought againFt him theſe Scriptures, viz.o Att, 
20,28, 1,Pet,5.,2, But have none faving the Separati#ts, alledged 

| them, to the like purpoſe as 24*. Davenport here doth ; indeed fo 
hee inſinuateth: Now whither hee ſpeake this,as hee is perſwaded, 
or of purpoleto deceive, I will not determine, neither will I preſe 
him for refolution,unleſle hee pleaſe. But this I ſay,the learned doe 
bring theſe allegations, to the like purpoſe as 24*. Davenport here 

* Repl. to 8 . . . 

D.Dwn, Meth them ; that is,to proove,that ordinary Biſheps* and Elders,are 

Def«n,.2. Yeſtrained and tyed to the overſight of one onely Congregation. Pe- 

j pare.2, pag. ter (fayth M-.Cartwrith * ) willeth rhe PaStours of the Charches, 


hee reſtraineth as Peter did , their overſight and watch to their owne 
#Ecel.Gouv. Particular Flock, A Paſtour ( fayth another *) muſt be limited 
P.31. Defe. f0 one onely (ongregation : And as hee ts ordained , to the attendance 
of Diſcipl, and ſeryice thereof, ſo muFt hee there exerciſe,and execnte that office 
#g.D.Br. anto which hee # appointed, Hee that defireth further fatisfa- 
£42.46. Rion; let him read Cartwrith Grounds of Relig.chap. 52.pag. 305, 
Polan, Syntag. [.7, cap.1r. pag.535. D. Whitaker de Rom. Pont. 
cont.4. Quzſt.r, pag.11.12.13. Neceflity of Diſcipl. pag. $8. 
Refutat. Door Downames lib, 2, Sermon, patt, 2. pag. 26. 
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Mr, Paget granteth , that Paſtours are required in Act.20.28. 
and 1,Per.z.2, to exerciſe their Miniſtery in their owne Congre- 
gation : Notwithſtanding (faith hee) :h:5 prooves nor,but they may 
doe the like in. other neighbour Churchas, T have already in part, * Perk. 3 vo. 
ſhewed the daungerouſnes of this kind of reaſoning ; in truth it: ZZT- 
doth not onely unclaſpe the arguments, which our Divines haue al- So Hons 

ery pe ny . Deue p. 15. 
ledged againſt Hereticks; but alſo it is a notable ground deviſed, for Wiſhart 
Atheiſts and blaſphemers, to gather a number of moſt wicked poſt- pag.16. 
tions by it. For example; to proove that wee muſt diretour, ,, -, | 
prayers to God onely , our Writers * alledge Mar.6.9., When yeej , . , by "y | 
pray, ſay, Oar Father, &c.” But what may Papiſts reply hereunto? 5 5 x.andbi + 
If they will take their leſſon our of 1", Pagers Booke , thus : That Symp. Cath. 
wee are to dire& our prayers to God , wee grant : Howbeitthis ©:29-tÞ.1-2 

l oves not ; but wee may pray alſo, to Angels in Heaven,to 74 Har- 
place prooves not ; may pray alſo, g cayen,tO j;- 5-183 
Saints departed, to any Image of wood and ftone whatſoever. (Chem. Har, | 

Apaine to refute their fition of purgatory , the Learned F cite Hiſt.c.x22. 
Luk, 16.22.23. and 23.43, Mat, 7.13. where wee find mention f-1750s. 
made of a Heaver-, a Hell, a ſtrcaght-gate, a narrow-gate, Butif Per. Mart. 
his doQrine be ſound,they may eafily put this by,and fay;we grant, (; Moe | 
that theſe Scriptures proove,there isa Heaven,anda Hell, $c. not-g 679. La | 
withſtanding there may be a third place too (as wee hold) for 4!fted.The. | 
ought is here fayd to the contrary. To be ſhort; wee read in Gene- Polem. pa.4 | 
ſis , that God in the beginning made the world ; Adam maried 18 309. | 
Eve,&c, now let this be granted , yet according to bis manner of bee Wa 
diſputing, that may be true too, which the Tewes fable; to wit,that Maz.7.12. 
many leſſer worlds were made before;that Adam bad another wife 


beſides Eve, named Lillirh*, from whom hee was divorſed for her *©/4%-Spiee 
. gel printed 


. pride, I could multiply inſtances in this kind,to ſhew,that there is3; 6,954 


not an errour ſo grofſe and vile , but it may bejuſtifyed this ſame x597. | 
way (and as well roo) which hee hath here deviſed,to maintaine,that Ben Sirach | 
Paſtours may exerciſe,all atts of their Miniſterie,in any (ongregation Queſi.60, 
beſides their owne, Hee tels us in pag. #9. that by our ſpeeches wee doe 
exceedingly gratify many ſorts of Libertines, Arrians , Socinians and 

other Heretichs, But the truth is, if hee looke well , on his owne 

writing, bee ſhallſee the thing charged upon us, moſt true in him- 

ſelf; for beſides the former = A ; marke how the Papiſts argue, C/- Baron, 
juſt as hee doth: A/rhongh there be mention made in Scripture,but of IÞ- 

3 Church Officers,that is, Biſhops, Elaers,and Deacons,yet there were *** 
om, ES Objea, 
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Z Objed. But what, if need require, that a Paſtor ſhould admini« 
Fer the Sacraments,both of Baptiſme and the Lords Supper,in neigh- 
bour Churches , that, are deftstnte, and hee is aeſired thereunto. 
 Anſw, 1, There is no precept, nor exatmple in the Scriptures,to 
proove that ſuch a thing ſhould bedeſired : Good minds muſt uſe 
good meanes alſo , otherwiſe they pleaſe not God. Obedience is 


better they ſacrifice, 


2, I reaſon thus ; Whoſoever rightly adminiſtreth the Sacra- 
ments: muZt doe it by vertue of a MiniHeriall calling: Bat no man 
can administer the Sacraments by wvertue of a Miniſteriall calling, 
ſaving in his owne Congregation: Therefore no Paſtour can rightly 
adminifter the Sacraments,but in his owne Congregation, 

Thelaſt of this argument , which onely may be doubted of, I 
proove thus: That. which ts a proper worke of an Apoſtle ; is not to 


: be done by any ordinarie Miniſter : To adminiſter officiallie in more 
. Congregations then one , is a proper works of an ApoFtle, There- 


fore, &c, 

The propoſition is certain;the aſſumption is taught generally by 
learned men: For in this very thing, they doe diſtinguiſh ordinary 
Miniſters from Apoſtles, the firſt being ryed to one onely Flock, The 
later having power and libertie to exerciſe their Miniſterie any where, 
Plainly to this purpoſe writeth D. Whitaker , The _— (faith 
hee) received the kees from Chrift , and power of teaching , and re- 
mitting ſinnes , as common. Biſhops of the whole World : bat all 
others of their owne (hurches, Intheſs things therefore , which the 
Apoſtles had extraordinarily , Biſhops ſucceed them not, that, is,ins 
that, power, which is truely and properly Apoſtolicall, Marke, what 
hee counteth Apoſtolicall ; namely to be 4 commorw Biſhop , that 
is toexerciſe a power in more Churches then one. 

Here I will paſſe over Rom. 14. 5.23. becauſe I find nothing in 
his anſwer, which concerneth the matter in controverſie betweene 
us. The Scriptures following are theſe ; viz. At#.1 1.21.26, Gem, 

17.10, Rom.,4,11. Aft.2.39, But before hee comes , to anſwer 
thoſe Scriptures in particular ; hee makes a great complaint , unto 
the Reader, againſt 4r, Davenport, and his oppoſite Brethren; for 
ſome unjuſt doing inthe queſtion betweene them ; and their treſ- 
paſſe is , becauſe they have ſayd promiſcuous baptizing of all infants 
without d:fference, Hence bee 1ayſeth this obſervation, 4 _ 
Val 
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that, reads their writings , might eaſilie be brought to doubt, whither 
Turkes or Iewes , Mahometiits or Heathens , or infidelles , of what 
N ation. or ſect ſoever , did ſometime preſent. their children to bap= 
riſme, and that it was the cuſtome of the Dutch Church , to baptiſe- 
ſach being preſented, 

Anſw. I will not contend with him,whither it may be poſſible, 
that any ſhould be ſuch Simplicians , as to make ſo groundles an 
inference : But this I fay , and will proove it alſo , that 1", Paget 
goes about to deceive his Readers, in that hee would have them to 
conceive, that it is not their manner , to baptiſe all infants brought 
to them; but they make a diſtinQion; admit ſome,others not. And 
whither this be ſo, I appeale to his owne conſcience , are not Ba- 
ſtards received conſtantly to Baptiſme, If the Parents are knowne 
to be drunkards, {wearers , blaſphemers, excommunicates, Here- 
ticks, &c. notwithſtanding their children are ſtill baptiſed , if they 
are brought to the Congregation. Yea more then this : If the Pa- 
rents come not at all, to nod the head , (of which thing wee ſhall 
{peake hereafter) yet this hinders not the infants baptiſing; for it is 
enought if a girrle of 16 or 17 yeares, doe brivg it,and there bow 
with the reſt ro ſome queſtions propounded to them. 

Now thenlet all judicious Readers judge ; If wee had notjuft 
cauſe to name it, a promiſcuous baptiſing : Seeing (as I ſaid) thoſe 
which are not members of any Congregation ; nor worſhip God 
in any Congregation ; but live rather without God in the world, 
make a mocke of ſin, and count it their grace, that they are grace- | 
les , even thoſe vile varlets ; when they will , may haue their ſeed 
bapriſed. I fay as freely and ordinarily, as thoſe which are mem- 
bers,and men knowneto feare God. | 

As for his mentioning of Tarkes , Jewes, &c. it is vainely done; 
for all know , that ſuch doe not preſent their children to our bap- 
tiſme ; and therefore I wiſh him hereafter, rather in ſincerity to 
ſeeke the truth ; then with ſhifts, cavills, and evaſions , the mainte- 


{| nance of hiseaſe and credit. Notwithſtanding this I muſt tell him, 


I am verily perſwaded , that it would require all the witt and {kill 
e Mc, Paget bath; to proove that ſuch Parents, whoſe children hee 
and others ſometime baptiſe, are nota greatdeale worle in life and 
converſation, then many Jewes , Tirkes and Heathens, 
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The next thing undertaken by 4. Paget, is to proove , that 
men may be reputed in the Coyenant, by teStification- of their faith 
and repentance, though it were by a word or geſture of the body , wit- 
neſſing their conſent thereunto, ſo farre as to procure the admiſſionw of 
their infants 10 have the ſeale of circumciſion or Baptiſme, as appea= 
reth from the holy records, | | 

Anſw. 1. Heelayeth downe here a manifeſt untrath; (to ſpeake 
the beſt of it) in affirming , that the Iewes under the Law , might 
lawfully admit infants tothe ſeale of circumciſion ; before the Pa- 
rents of them,werejoyned aQtuall members to that viſible Church, 
For this I gatherto be his meaning , from theſe words : -So farre 

4s to procure the admiſſion of their infants , to have the ſeale of Cir= 
cumciſion, Belides it muſt either thus be underſtood , or hee un« 
derſtood not his owne ſaying : For our queſtion reſpeQs onely, 
ſuch infants , whoſe Parents are not joyned to any Church, And 
therefore this muſt needs hold a juſt proportion with it, Now 
whither this be not a great preſumtion in him? letall judge , that 
are wiſe to ſobriety; for to affirme a thing againſt the expreſle com- 
maundement of God, and continuall practiſe of the Saints; of pur- 
poſe to uphold by it,an unlawfull and finfull praQtiſe, Hee that feares 
the Lord and his righteous judgements, as hee ought, will take heed 
not to deviſe ſuch unſounds tenets, 
2,For the 20 Scriptures, or more, which hee hath here quoted; 
the truth is , not one of them , either hurts our caſe, or helpes his. 
For x. I would know of him, whither to ſay Yea, eAmen, ſo be it, 
(whereby an externall profeſſion of faith, love , and thankfullnes is 
ſhewed towards God) his meaning be , that this conliſteth in the 
en eontRe of the letters, ſyllables, or words. Againe whither 
by nodding with the head , hee intendeth ſimply the geſture , with- 
out any reſped to the fitnes of the doer of it, If hee fay,bee meanes 
nothing , ſaving bare ſpeaking , and bare bowing, Then I ſay, it is 
a bla&phemors ſaying ; for it is poſſible, thata bird, ora beaſt,may 


doe ſo much. Burt on the contrary , if hee fay , bee reſpeReth the , 


* qualification and condition of the ſpeakers , and nodders , then his 


whole matter fals to the ground : becauſe the ſpeakers and nodders, 
in queſtion, are altogether (for the preſent) unfit and uncapable, 
to performe any Religious worke; for (as I ſayd) they are knowne, 


Pſal.50, tO deny God in workss ,and hate to be reformed ; what then bave 


ſuch 
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ſach to doe.,to take Gods word into their mouth; orifthey would, 
yet what calling hath 44*, Paget, to put ſuch a thing uponthem. 


. Briefly,though bee will doe it ; yet what reaſon have wee to repute 


them, forall this in the (ovenant ; ſeeing wee find in Scripture no 
warrant to juſtify the ation. 


- 


2, Be itgranted , that the Church and people of God , in ſome \ 


caſes, haue declared their conſent, by ſaying, Tea,eAmen,ſo be it, 
or by a geſture ofthe body ; notwithſtanding it will not hence fol- 
low, that men and women , notjoynedto any Congregation,nei- 
ther intending ſo to doe-: Moreover knowne to be idolaters , adul- 
terers and moſt prophaine perſons , may be reputed in the cove- 
nant, by ſaying Amen , or nodding with the head , unto a few que- 
Rions read out of a booke untothem ; and fo lawfully procure the 
admiſſion of their infants unto the ſeale of Baptiſme, Notwithſtan- 


- 


ding either this hee muſt proove; or otherwiſe hee is guilty of abu- #Mat.5.37 
ſing , and mis-applying all theſe Scriptures # here = toge- y- _ \ 
ther, w—_ 
And that the Reader may the berter perceive , the looſenes of {1% 25 | 
his reaſoning;I doe intreat him,to obſerve what wee fay; and what pſ:106.48 
bee fayth unto it : Whereas it is the cuſtome of the Dutch Church, 1C0.14.16 
z0 bapuiſe many infans,whiſe Parents are not members of any Church; Excl. I'9.Baf 
when they anſwer Yea ats the Leiturgy of Baptiſme publickely , or - Ka ihe, 
by nodding the head. This praQtiſe, fayth 21*,Davenport, and wee ; Sk = 
too, is unlawfull, ' A4r, Paget to juſtify it, ſtopts in,and telsus,that & 29. x; 


in Moyles time , in Chrifts time , and afterin the Apoſtles dayes; 10.15, 
many godly people ; members of the Church , haue in ſome cafes, Rem.1e 45s 


C 


fgnifyed their meaning, and their wills, by ſhort ſpeaches,and ex- 
ternall geſtures : And this isall the anſwer,that hee Fades to it. So 


lob. 13.24 
Luk. I. 2Zo 


that hee maketh a ſhew of remooving the objeRion; but in'trath'g2,& 5.7. 
leaveth it altogetheruntouched. I AA.18.20, 
But by his leave, ſecing hee ſlides away from the point; I muſt 2,Cor.8. 
intreat him, to come back ag toit; and plainely to prooye un- g 


to ustheſe 3 things, which bee very cunningly takes for granted. w_ 
| TL. By what. authority hee publickely propoundeth 'certaine que- 2 chr. 


* ? IL. % 
0. 2% 


& 


ſtions , unto people , that are not members ofany particular Con- 20.28. 


pregation ; and will have them,to anſwer, with Te, or nodding the 
cad, or the like. 2. How it can appeare,; that ſach,, are to be 
counted Chriſtians, ia the ſence ofthe Scriptures , whichare viſi- 
; l - _ <-> -- ns 
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bly. wicked men ; manifeſt no fruit of faith and repentance , bur 
=_ ſome queſtions are mooved to thera ; and then all that they 
doe, is to fay ; Amen, or to nod with the head, at the afore-ſayd 

_ queſtions. Es ; 

*D.Cha.ſer. . 3* Seeing it is the judgement of the Learned *, that the Cano- 
- _ - nicall. Scripture ought oucly to be read inthe Congregation ; and no 
p. 53+ writing beſides it, Yea. anddivers Councilts * haue fo concluded. 
briſoſt.in T would know then, what warrant men-have, to read 'a Leiturgie of 
Mar, Hom. Baptiſme publickely. 1 ſuppoſe 4*, Paget is not ignorant , that 


= - p untill hee have cleared theie things, all that hee hath yet fayd, is 


Py 


Du.1.z,de Laſtly, letit, be againe obſerved,that the Papiſts *and md of ens 
| ee 


TS 
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$; 

a 


£404.:59» that hehad-bene, an apprintiſe td themivferting ip theſamie trade 

NE ule 2 or cralt that they does. T FORP —— 

Spe Sutchf, | _ 4 | 

Chal.c;10., Now tothe. places ofScriptures.. - Thefirſt is Af.r1.,21-26, 
Page 49: 4 great, number belerydd ,vand turned untorbe Lord , & 6, aud the | 
Perk-3-Vok'.D);(ciples were called (Hriſtians.._. 4 | | j 


| $8,536; * To.thigh libs cannbeſprifed by wherors, o gre; 


to proove., that, men-mult firſt beleeve , and/beJoyned'toſottevi- 
L p Church. D before they can becounted Chrifttans; mM tharſence, 


evidences of theſe graces; bee would not affirme, that Atheiſts, He- 


reticks, theeves, murderers, &c, haugthem ; notwithſtanding the 


Patents of thoſe children , for whoſe Baptiſme bee bere pleadeth, 
are (I ſay many of them) ſuch vile wretches,as hee weil knowes. 

. Ir is to be inquired ; whither his meaning be, to compare, 
thole D:(ciples, and ({ 214/tians, Ath, 11.21.26. with the Ci#: cles 
people inqueſtion; It ſo? ThenT muſt be bold to tell him,that as 
hee diihonourerh the priminye Saints; 1o himſelf much more. On 
the otherlide , if hee ſay , hee intendeth no ſuch thing , then hee 
might haue ſpared much labour, faved charge , and ſpent his time 
more profitably , then to write many wards , and all juſt no- 
thing. a | 
pr I marvaile, what was in his mind , when bee wrote this 
anſwer. Hee af keth , How ir can be prooved from bence,that ſuch as 
conſented uato the dottrine of the Gosþel , propounded unto them, by 
anſwering Yea, or bowing their heads, might not therewpon,be admit. 
zed unto Baptiſme, they and their [nfants, | 
__. Anfw. x. 1doe not yetpunderſtand , how hee rayſeth this obſer- 
yation ; viz. that the beleewvers in Att, 11. conſented to the dettrive 
of the GoFpel, by anſwering Veato ut, or bowing their bogies,in teSFi 
mony of their liking thereof. I perceive it is an ealy thing,to con- 
queſt;if begging may procure one that... But.I mind not to givethe 
caſe ſo away : Therefore I doe depy , that ever theſe-embracedthe 
trurh in ſo. abſurd a ſort;And ſeeing this isan affertionof his owne 


head; it lies him now upon,tojuſtiiy it. Tertullian* ſayth, ec #5 nor , 
lawfull for mens 10 flatter themſcives , with:any.thing of their awne of 
opinion. and judgement, nor chuſe thats which cames.in their awne ag Heret, 


braine : Wee have.ths Apoitles for exawple, whotanght nothing af- 
ter their owne pleaſure , but fauhfully the dottrines, which they recein 
ved of Chrast, | 

2. If by pronouncing the doctrine of the Goſpell , hee meane a 


reading , ov ſaving over of a L14:#:g1ie ; as is the matterin contro= = 
yerly: then.I doe againe deny that there ,wasn the Apoſtlesdayes, 


any juch thing praftiſed. | £283 45d 

_ 3+ {fit ſhould -be granted (which hee cannot proove)that thoſe 
Chriſtians at Antioch , con/enred to the doftrine of the Gofpoll , by 
anſwering , Tea tout ; 91 bowing their heads., jn teftymony of their 


approbation of ;, Yetthis belpes not hiscale atall ; unleſſe hee can 
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proove , I. That they were not members of any viſible Church, 
2. Thar their converſation was irreligious. 3. That they preſented 
their infants to the Minifter in the Congregation, and hs ſaying 
Tea, or nodding the head, to ſome queſtions propounded, had them 
baptiſed. Thus are his anſwers very wind, and no more fayour in 
them, then in the white of an egg, caten without falt. 


| Thenext allegation is Gen.17.10. Thes s my Covenant, which 
gee ſhall keepe , betweene me and you, and thy feed after thee : Eyerie 
man child among you ſhall be arcumciſed, 

e Me. Paget to this anſwereth : Ir can not hence be ſhewed that 
2nove queſtions were propounded to the Parents , which brought their 
children to be circumciſed , then are now in the adminiſtration of Bap= 
ziſme,&c.Or that ſuch had cireumcosionw denied unto their children, 
which ſhewed a willingnes to embrace the Covenant , by ſuch brief 
«nſwers and geſtures wee ſpeake off. 

Anfw. Here are words;but intruth not a word, concerning the 
matter, for which hee bringeth them. This Scripture Gev. 17,10, 
was alledped to ſhew , that ſuch are to be counted (hriftians chile 
ren, n_ ſo conſequently to have right unto Baptiſme) whofe Pa. 
rents (at leaſt one of thein,) in externall profeſſion} , are within the 
{{ovenant, Thus writeth /1*.Davenport, Now if a man read the 
others reply: hee muſt needs confeſſe , unlefle hee will confefle 
himſelfto be a Simplician, and ignorant inLogicke and Religion, 
that it is as indiſgeſted a thing , as ever was broched by a man of 

: learning : much better therefore it had bene , if hee hadleft, this 

; looſe kind of reaſoning ; and either difprooved, ſome part of the 

ethers proofe , according to the rules of reaſon ; or yeelded tothe 
ounedetioni which followeth by force of —_— 

; Butto make a ſhort anſwer to his ſpeach; although itlooke not 

unto thething,for which hee deviſed it. x. How doth he know, that 

» e was 4 Leiturgie of Circumciſion in the Church of God under 

R uy m * the Law? and that it was propounded to thoſe Parents , which 

Oruſpret, brought their children to be circumciſed, This I lay upon him, as 

E.7. another invention of his owne : for it is moſt certaine , never was 

Purchs Pil. there ſuch a thing practiſed, by the Fathers , in old time ; neither 

7.2.c. 14+ haue the Tewes intheſe dayes any humane forme among them: Be- 


F2.4-P- fides if their writings * be ſearched, which treat of the manner af 
204. 20F. F cIrcum- 
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circumciſion , there will be found no fuchthing in them , whereof 
hee ſpeaketh. EE, : i | 

Among many other good properties, which hee bimſelfe faith, 
hee hath ; one is , that * hee xs no inventer of new conceits and opi= gp, 4 
25015. But ſurely,if the reſt there, be not truer then this,bee will be LS 
found an untrue ſpeaker in them all. 

Further I would know ofhim , what hee intendeth by embra- 
cing the Covenant: (for perceive hee ſeeketh advantage by double 
conſtruQtion of words) Is it his meaning , that thoſe , which were 
no IJewes , nor members of the Iewiſh Church ; yer brought not- 
withſtanding their infants unto the Preifts ; and when they had 
anſwered to ſome queſtions, cither by ſaying Tea, or nodding with 
the head ; they had them immediately circumciſed,although them- 
ſelves , remained till, out ofthe communion and fellowfhip of the 
Church. If this be his TS it muſt needs be, unleſſe his 
meaning were to write juſt nothing) then I doe affirme , that in 
this, bee hath ſpoken irreligiouſly, injuriouſly and untruely. x.Irre- 
LJgiouſly, to have the ſeale ofthe righteouſnes offaith , tro be made 
an unholy thing. 2. Injuriouſly te accuſe Gods choſen of finne, 
cauſeleſly. 3. Vntruely ; and thus Iproove it. None might eat of 
the Paſleover, unleſle they were members of the Iewiſh Church, 
Exod.12.6,45, But all circumciſed among them, might eat of the 
Pafſeover , verſe 44. Therefore all the circumciſed among them, 
were members of the Church. 

If the Reader defire, to know further about this thing ; let him 
bim peruſe ſr, Ainſworths eAnxotations on Genel. 17, and 
Exod. 12. and there hee ſhall ſee , what the Iewes write of it; 
viz. that none are to communicate with the Church, in the ordi- 
nances of circumcifion,and the Paſſeoyer, but fuch as are members ; 


thereof. 

| ThenextScripture is Rom. 4.11. And hee received the figne o/ 
Circumciſion , 4 ſeale of the righteouſnes of faith , which hee had 
being #unciroumciſed, 


- 
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Mr,P agets, anſwer to this allegation may be caſt into. 3 heads, 
or branches, 't. Abraham i called the father of all that, beleeue, 
whithes members of a particular Church or nat, 2..There might be 
-.-» ſome beleevers in. Abrahams time , not members of bu fannlie , nor 
under the gouvernment. of any particular Church, 3.1f a ſonne , or 
bond-ſervant, of Ephron,the Hitite were then brought to the know- 
ledge of the true. God, ce why might uot the 3nfant, of ſuch a one 
haye bene circumciſed, though not living in a vijble Church, 

_ Anſw. I. will not fay , that 44r.Paget hath rgad Antonies pre- 
cept in Tully *, who witheth men, if :hey be rroubied about a bard 
Fig queStion. , to ſay nothing to it. But this I can lay of him by expe- 

; rience;hee fol:qwes that.rule cloſely. For as befare,ſo here againe, 
hee uſeth many;words.; but , anſwereth:not at all tothe point in 
hand. | : 1 
+IuſtComp, - This Scripture (as may be. ſeeneiin the place+) was brought to 
"UA proove, thatas Abrabam received circumciftion , when hee was a 
member of a .vilthle Church ; ſoconſequently baptiſme , which 
Fes in The roome thereot » belongeth peoatiarty tp duch ,85-arE 
joyned toſome particular Congregation... 4", Paget perceiyi 
{as it 1s AITOE the "eget argument ds we 
drawes himſelf; from .it ; and that the Reader might not ſee it, bee 
ſets downe ;2 or .3 .conceited fancies of ,his owne , unto which 
briefly thus I anſwer, IF 549 $ Fu | 
; * I, Imagen, I ſhoulddeny thatthere were in Abrahawstime any 
beleeyers,outof his family; or contrarywile,lay I grantthere were, 
what would hee hence.inferre ? for my part I know not ; nor yet 
hee himfelf, I am per{waded. : 
_ .,2. . Concerning his, why #0t , I aſke of bim for bis why ſo. Is it 
the. manner, of Dilputers , to-propquad a.cale, andthen al keof the 
Randers by , (S:rs) why may u not be thus, If there be any Divine 
patterne for{uch a praQtiſe , it now concerneth you A4". Prger to 
. ſhew-it >If you-.cannat« (as I ag+ure-you cannot)then I with you 
*Pr,17.28 0 duch caſes. bereafter-to ſpuis your lips * , and fo you ſhall be 
ade eſteemed a man of the better underſtand, OILETY 
But to deliver you (if it may be) from your vaine conjeQures 
; anddoubts : As for circumciſion , it was not commaunded to thes 
\ Gentkcs at all ; neitherwas it a ſeale of the Covenant of grace to 
Noe and his feed ; But was commaunded to Abtatam , ” - 
 leed, 
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ſeed, and houſe-bold,, and fach onely as would be of thar-Chutch, 
and partake of the-Pafſeover. Therefore it not being commaunded 
ro Noes fonnes, ſuch as abode in his faith , (howbeit ſcattered 
afarre of) were doubles in the Covenant of grace ſtill, and faved as 
well as wee: 1 ſay without circumciſion, for the ſame wasnat'im- % 
poſed on them. And this is the judgement of learned men 5- ig Cn \ 
Pareus«, D, Willet, Galatiec, and the Hebrew writers ſay as 5 9. yy _— 
much. | b Comment... 
| | " ' Rom-ch.3, 
The next Scripture is A. 2.39. For the promiſe is unto you; andiQ7; Þ-146 
to your-childrenw , and to all that are afarre off ; Even as many , age Sa I 
the Lord onr God ſball call, © + | "6 2 
His whole an{wer hereto'isthis : Though the promiſe be made un'in Miſneth: 
to ſach as are called, yer who can ſhew, that, ſuch are not to be coun» Treat. of 
ted outwardlie called , and in ſome meaſure within the priviledge of Ng be 
the Covenant , who. being )themfelyes alreadie baptized, and with- Lhd _ ; 
drawing themſelves from other fefts and Churches , doe bring their tf 51041, iſ ch. 
funts anto the true Churth robe baptiFed:, being therealſs reaaie x, ſef.3.6, 
to make a-pnblicke profeſſion of their fauth before-the Congregation, 
Thas.hee. | 
Anſw, 1, Forhis phraſe hete, tocount men outwardly calfed;. 
Lee w' wartant' for it iraltrheStripturesr For-whomibevet in 
the: judgement of thariry,, wee <anjudpe-to be onrwardlie called; | 
them (I take it) are by us to be judged inwardly called alſo. 1 Philip-2.7. - 
confeſſe indeed, if wee hate reſpeRt unto God, then it may befaid; x.Cor. 13. 
that- ſoc are onely'ontwardbie called: But whotlide: (ſom) are; 
weeicantiottell ; and tkerefoze wee may notgiveſentence init. ” a 
kee'fay, that hee intended:both; thenT anſwer; -x:Heeſhoukhive 
done well,to haue ſpokenont plainly ſo.' >. Then it muft follow; 
that all fach Parents, whoſe infauts hee arid others baptife ;/be their 
converſation never {o bad , are notwithſtanding'in his opinion the 
ela: and choſen of God.” '' 3; Herlouphthet/to keepe backe'one 1 
of then, from his Congregation; if they defire-to bertiembers | 
thereof,” 'Againe-; But ifhee fay;hee Judgeth thenrnotto beim | 
wardly' called; 'then by his owneconfeflion ,'itmuſt follow, that. ; 
they want true faith- and repentance: and*{o bee giveth (and that- | 
of knowledge) holy things to the unworthy, 'and'to*perfons who- / 
ly uncapable thereof. 
; 2, Icannot 


56 THE CHURCHES PEEA 
2, I cannot tell what bee intendeth, by the priviledge of the Ce: 
venant ; if hee meane Baptiſme , then I anſwer : This ordinance is 
given tothe Church, and no perſon lawfully may be admitted to it, 
* Seethe | unleſſe bee be a member thereof *. If hee haveany other mea- 
twonext * ning, when I know it, I ſhall be ready to give a further anſwer 
Sections, * qo it, | 
' 3- For what reaſon doth heeadd theſe words, viz. and with- 
drawing themſelves from other ſets and Churches, Is it not, becauſe 
(as I fayd before) hee would haue people thinke,thatit is not their 
Aiſe , to baptiſe all infants brought unto them. Me thinkes if 
is heart perſwades him, that his.cafe is good, hee ſhould not ſeeke 
thus cloſely,to with-draw the Reader from the queſtion;but ſpeake 
out clearely in it, and to this purpoſe; ſay : Ir is the cnftome of the 
Dutch Church , and my prattiſe alſo : that, what tnfants ſoever are 
brought unto u4,for Baptiſme,to baptiſe them;be the Parents of them, 
boly or unhalie members of any particular Church,or not, Tea howſo- 
ever wee know that. the children preſented unto n#,are Baftards ; yet 
if the Parents , or in their abſence ſome other,doe ſhew 4.conſent unts 
certaine queſtions , either by nodding with the head , or ſaying Yea, 
eAmen,or ſo be it : wee put them not backe,neither ought wee; bit give 
them the holie ſeale of remiſſion and perdon of ſinne;.. . . - | 
- Indeedthis bad bene plainedealing , and-notbing; but the truth. 
And therefore whereas hee tels us, of men oxrwardize called, with- 
* Pay.I45- drawing themſelyes from other ſefts, And againe * , of having more 
knowledge of the truth,&c. then ſome of thoſe that are members of the 
Church, What is this, but meeredawbing ; for what uſe ſerves it, 
| butlike the r0#gh garment to deceive. Hee knowes,and wee know 
it roo: If infants be brought in the manner aforeſayd , all is well: 
it matters not whoſe children they be; viz. whither Enghiſh, Dutch, 
French , &c, nor how vile and wicked the Parents of them haue 
formerly alwayes bene,to that houre and time. I would not ſpeake 
ſo often of this thing , but that hee conftraineth me to it, in regard 
hee labourethto hide from the Readers,the true knowledge of the 
pointin queſtion. But hence let it be conſidered , whither in this 
hee give not cauſe of juſt ſuſpition unto them to thinke , that hee is 
+ So hee calzaſhamed to appeare « Defendant. t in the calc, as it ſtands ſimply 
bimſelfin and nakedly betweeneus $>þ©þ © 
£4ge 146+ | | | 
| The 
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The laſt Scripture is 7.Cor. 5,12. Forwhat, have I to doe, to 
judge them alſo that are without , doe not yee judge them that. are 
within, 

To this firſt e.Paget anfwereth: 7t is not plainely diſcribed, how! 
A1s, Davenport applies this ſentence , to the queſtion in hand ; it had 
bene good, if hee had ſhewed, how hee had drawne his argument from 
hence, | | 

Anſw. 4,.Paget among ny Diſputers , had the leaſt reaſon, 
to make a complaint this way ; for hee in his writing , not onely 
leaves the maine points in controverſy untouched ; but alſo, for the 
unneceſſary matters, which hee bringeth in,they are ſuch oracles,or 
rather riddles ; as to underſtand them , a man had need hee were 
either another Oedipus, or had hee himſelf preſent to expound 
them. Notwithftanding hee ſhould have remembred , that hee 
being the doer of the things in this controverſy , the burden of 
prooving lay direRly on his ſhoulders : And therefore it had bene 
his part plainely to have demonſtrated from the Scripture , that 
which hee. affirmeth , touching the Claſſis and Baptiſme ; for one 
teſtimony or argument rightly drawne from the Apoſtolicall writ- 
ings , to Juſtify theſe afſertions, will eaſily draw us to acknowledge 
them. But till then;though hee write ten volumes more, and each 
of them , ten times greater then this.;. yet never ſhall hee be able 
to convincethe conſcience, of an' ind; rene Reader, inthe points 
which bee bath undertaken to be a Defendant ; towit, r.that - 
particular Congregations are 10 be dependent bodies : and to ſtand 
under other EccleſiaFticall authoritie ont of themſelyes. 2. That in- 
fants may be baptiyed , whoſe Parents are not joyned to any particus 
lar viſible Church, But to the point. x 
- This Scripture fitly ſerves, to proove the point in hand ; for the 
ſcope and drift of the Apoſtle there , is to ſhew, that members of 
viſible Churches,haue onely right unto the publicke ordinances ad- 


| miniſtred therein. As for orhers , they are nor to be judged ; that is, 


in thoſe publicke rchings the Church hath no relationto them ; nor 
may (I fay in this reſpe) haue communion withtbem. And hence 
I reaſon thus:It the infants inqueſtis.are withour,then may they not 
be admitted unto Church communion; and {o conſequently not 
to baptiſme. But they are without; Therefore,&c, The propoſi- 
tion is manifeſt by this Scripture 7 .{ormr.5.12, The afſump- 

H tion 


ws z 


the Diſcipline and Gouvernment of ſome particular Church , and yet 


- not Mr,Paget, nor any manelſe, judge men to be without true 


Y Comment, 
02 1. Cor, 
C.F-v.IZ, 
P+272. 


| trees;fome good; fome bad; ſome are thornes and brambles; others 


Tew. Defen. 
Apol.6.part. 
C20. Dif. 
3.784. 


reſpect at all, If hee can proove the contrary by the word of God, 
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tion is evident , and needeth no proofe. [6D 
After this hee tels us, of 3 {orts of perſons, which w1ay be ſaid to be 

without, 1.Members of a viſivle Church, wanting true fauth. 2, In- 

fidells and Heathens, 3. T hoſe that for the preſent live not under 


make profeſſion, of the ſame Religion , with the true viſible Chur- 
ches, &c, This later pratiiſe ſome imperfett communion with them: 
and therefore in ſome ſence may be ſaid to be of ſuch Churches, 

Anſw. 1. Howloever the Lord knoweth who are his ; yet can- 


faith, and ſo no members of the inviſible Church : ſpecially they ſtan- 
ding members of ſome particular Congregation ; and therefore 
his talke bere , is alcogether fruitles, and nothing concerneth the 
place !.Cor, 5,12. which hee pretendeth toan{wer. | 

2, The difference which hee puts betweene mew withont ; is 
without warrant of Scripture. Pai (as Parzus * well obſerves on 
this 'place) divides all men into two ranckes : the firft and greater 
without; the later and leſſer withiti, And howſoever t . for +0! 
perſonall gifts and graces are not alike; notwithſtanding , as theyN! ©! 
ſtand in relation to 4 viſible Charch-Ftate ; they differ not : But are 
all alike excluded from aQtuall communion in the publicke ordi- 
nances thereof: As wee ſee-in a:deſert., or willdernes, diverſitie of 


are vines and fig-trees : nevertheles in refpe& of a Yineard , of 
Orchard, they are quite out of the ſame a like. 

3. For his imperfeft communion, it is a perfe& invention of his 
owne head; for the word of God teacheth no ſuch thing. Againe, 
where hee fayth, they are members of the Charchin ſome ſence, and 
not in another :'this likewiſe is another ofhis fictions. And obſerve 
here how hee pleads for the propbaine multitude ; juſt as doe the 
Papiſts for their Pope ; in one reFþett hee is a man, in another reſpett 
hee us more then a man. One way hee may erre , another way hee 
cannot erre, But not minding to ſpend much time about the thing; 
(for the naming of it, is a ſufficient refutation) this I ſay , aman | 
muſt either be, a member of aparticular Church formally : other- 
wiſe hee cannot be reputed a viſible member of it, in any ſence or 


it lyeth him now upon it to doe it, 
| Intbe 


cl 
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In the meane time, let the diſcreet Reader judge, whither hee be 
not guilty of venting new conceits ang opinions of his owne, And 
whither , by thele 41s new conceits and opinions, hee doe not granfie , 1p. 
the YValentiians, Marcionites , and Gnoſtikes : Who (as lrenerns 4 Her. 8. 3-0. 


reporteth) did ſecke to bring into the Church mens deviſes. And 7.S&!.1.c. x 


whither hee doe not gratify the Treut.- Comncell bFathers , and the Penney 
Papiſts : yea moreover the Cabal, or Talmud © ofthe Rabbins, $9 3:16. 
and the Montaniſts d. For the finne, for which theſe chiefly are — 48. ” 
condemned , is , becauſe they haue broched many lies and beaſtly 4 Tereui.de 
vanities ; as if allthings conceraing fairh and manners , were not Prſcr- adve. 
contained in the Scriptures. Har. 0 fe 
| Thus wee haue examined 1, Pagets Anſwers, to the allega- 
tions of Scriptures , brought by 41*, Davenport. Now leaſt hee 
ſhould complaine againſt me, for ſome partialitie : I thinke it not 
amiſſe to write a few words touching that Scripture , which hee 
mentionethin pag.44. namely ar. z. 
If hee cannot finda better ground then this, to lay his unlimited - 
Bapriſme upon , ſurely then the ſame will never proove to be law- 
full. For x. the perſons there ſpecifyed, through Iohnsdodtine, 
werfully caried home to their conſciences: had their hearts deep- + Parew 
y wounded + with the ſence of ſinne ; and thereupon made open Conment.in 
confeſſion thereof. 2,Thar which they did, was done freely*,and Mz:-<.3. 
voluntarily, 3. The fame was accompanied with a deſire *, and get nr” of 
purpoſe of amendment of life. - 4. They were members of a viſible 1, 3 ow 
Church. F. The Baptiſer , was no ordinary Miniſter : Now then x9. 
how can 4". Paget hence proove , that men, not humbled by the * Muſcul.in 
word preached; not manifeſting any ſorrow for finne, not {hewing M-3-f- 
any deſire of reformation of life ; not members ofany particular *+* 
Congregation ; may neyertheleſle baue their infants, lawfully bapti- 
ſed, by a Paſtour or Teacher, they ſaying 7ea,or nodding with the 
head to ſome queſtions impoſed upon them , or having others to 
doe it, in their behalfe, 
I doe not thinke it ſtrange , that hee could not prevaile (as hee 
fayth) with 24", Davenport by ſuch conference in the point © for in 
truth , as this allegation , ſo isthe reſt there of his talke a rope of 
{and , as an overblowne bladder that will burſt of it ſelf , and vent 
the wind thereof without pricking. And thus much for this Sett0n, 
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SECTION V. 


WW Hereas fr, Paget hath fo often called upon me by name, 
to proove the ProreFFation- publiſhed againſt bim ; to 
wit,that hee hath bene many wayes injurious to our Beto. 
My purpoſe is (by the Lords affiſtance) inthis , and the following 
SetHons ; to ſet downe the fame. And becauſe all our troubles, 
haue proceeded (as it were) from two cauſes; viz, the Baptiſme of 
Non-members, and the denying of the (hnrches power. I ſhall 
therefore ſpeake of theſe two things , the more fully. And firſt of 
the Baptiſme : Now the reaſons which I hae againſt it, are 


theſe. 
ARGVMENT I. 
To breaks thats ſacred order , which God hath ſet in his viſible 


- Church, for all his Saints, t0 keepe and walke by, ts a great, fine, 


But to baptize infants, whoſe Parents are not members of any par- 
ticular Congregation-, is to breaks that order , &c, 

Therefore it is a great ſinne to doe it, 

"The propoſition is evident by theſe Scriptures, 7. Cor. 1 4. 3 3.ulr. 
1. (or.5.13. Num. 23-9.10,11-21. and 24.5.6, 1.King, 14.1, 
17. Son.6.,4. The aſſumption- is as cleate, For let it be obſer- 
ved, that unto all ({hurch-attions, as there is Faith, ſo order alſo ne- 


/ceſfarily required : And hence is the difference onely , betweene 


(/Priftian-communion, and Church-communion : to praQtiſe Chri- 


' * ftian-communion , there needeth nothing but viſible Chriſtianity; 


but to the other, as there muſt be viſible Chriftianity, ſo likewiſe a 
fore-going joyning, of faithfull people together , in a fpirituall out- 
ward ſociety , or body politike. And unlefle this thing be ſtriftly 
obſerved , there will follow many abſurdities , and great confu- 


*. fton. 


Ephiſ,2, 


This may be further illuſtrated by a fimilitude , taken from a 
{{orporation , to which the Church of God is ſometimes compared. 
Wee know that many , who are no members thereof; are men, of 
good lives, peaceable, quiet, profitable, worthy and fit enough to 
be of the company: Notwithſtanding they pertake not in - = 
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ledges of the freedome; untill themſelyes,by due order,are become 


freemen. aLib.4.,con. 
ARGVMENT II. _— 

To viſe thoſe wayes and inventions, in worſhipping God, which ave bg in 

not commanunded of God, in his word, is nnlawfull. 'cL.2.Ep.2. 


The firſt part of this reaſon is certain by the whole courſe of the | 7, 39; 
Scriptutes, Plal.119.113. Deut.12.8., r.Sam.x5.22.23.Hol.6.6.;y 48. 
Lev.10.1.2.Mich.7.18.ler.g.31.' 2.Chr.26.17.18.19.21.Num. g In Ma. 
3.4.Mar.7.8.9.Col.2.8.9.Mat.r5.2.to 12, Beſides this is the con- oy. I2- 
ſtant ſentence ofall the ancient Fathers (as they aretermed) 8: our py 
later beſt Divines; to wit,that no rhing 35 10 be received,or approoved ,, .,_ wo 
in Religion, which cannot be prooved & confirmed by the word of God. k L. de Bab, 
And therefore all Traditions, adminiſtrations , good intents, and de- capt. _ 
viſes of men, without approbation, this way (as vaine, hurtful, and | Amos. in 
ſuperititions things)are to bertjetied, Thus writeth Tertullian a,Ori- , he rd 

en ®, Cyprian, Baſil 4, Auguſtine ©, Chriſoſtom f,Hillarie 8, Eulſz- ,, ne qus. 
bn h, TheophilaR 7, Luther #, Eraſmus!, Zanchy », Simler *, nar. Chrigz, 
D. Whitaker 9, M*.Brinfley ?, and others. P-42. 

The ſecond part ofthis reaſon is ascleare as the Sun at noonday, ? ©9#-4+ 
and cannot with any modeſt face be denyed.For wee doe not read, Ty : 
any where throughout allGods booke,that there was ever any ſuch ,p,ch, 2.28. 
thing impoſed, on the Churches of the Apoſtolicke Conſtitution; or 


that it was at any time praQiſed in them, *Col 2.71; 
t Ferus in 

| ARGVMENT III. Mar.28, v. 

Tf Baptiſme mn the new TeStament, ſucceedeth in the roome of Cit= 3% 

camciſion , then ought no infants to be baptized , but ſuch whoſe Pa- ES 

rents are (one at leaſt) members of the yiſible (harch. PerMea: y 
But the firsÞ 1s true : Therefore the ſecond, | Loe. Com, 

The 44ajor is without exception*,pranted of all, both Papiſts +; C/af-2.c.6. 


& Proteſtants *. The Minor is prooved by proportion or paritie, / Ties 


thus : As the Tewes in old time , could notlawfully circumciſeany ;,,,. Rom. 
one, except hee were a member viſibly of their Church;ſo now un+ Cone:6. Pa 


_ derthe Goſpell, Baptiſme adminiftred in the Churches of Chriſt, is p4g- 393. 


to be adminiſtred onely unto the members thereof,  Seebefore 
H 3  ARGy-P353- 
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| ARGVMENT 1v. 


' That which Godhath ſet a part, to be a ſpecial ſigne of difference, 
£©O* | to diſtinguiſh the children of the (hurch from them without : ought to 
1 be given unto them onely, unto none elſe, 
But God bath ſet Baptiſme apart for ſuch an end, 
Therefore, &6., Ee 


aSynta,ls. 6. The Propoſetion is without all controverſy. The aſſumpti ION 
</ 5h evident, by theſe Scriptures, Gen, x 7.7.8. with Col.2.11,12.Rom, 


b Deconſe. g,4, AR.2.38.39. and 16.15.33, Mat.28.19. Moreoverthis is 
pa apt :knowledped for a ſound truth by many writers ; viz. Polanus ©, 
_—_ D:xAmes b, Guilliandus ©, MF. Bifeild d, the Doway Tranſlaters , 
| \Rom.4.v.4. and others; And in ſpeciall excellently Pare : Bapiiſme (fayth 
' UCol.2,v. hee *) 35 a worthy provileage of the Church, and the children thereof: 
: T2-P-57- Whereby they are decerned from the children of unbeleeyers , becauſe 
| Gen. my they are reputed from the wombe in the holis ((ovenant, with their 
| Exod.x5. Parents ; and therefore is Baptiſme,the ſigne of the Covenant. giyen 


: FComm.imn them, 


\IT,.Cor,7, 
T4. ARGVMENT. V. 
What. aft ſoever God promiſeth , not to bl:ſſe, that may not be 
done: , 
But hee promiſeth not to bleſie the promiſcuous Baptizing in que= 
FFion, | 


Therefore ut may not be done. 


The ſecond part , is onely controverſall , which I manifeſt 
thus; 
If there be no precept, nor example for it in holy records; then there 
is n0 promiſe of bleſſing maat to it, 
But the firſt is true, Therefore the ſecond, 
.... Thepremilſes of both parts,are ſo evident;as that (touſe another 
FMr. Brad, mans F words) hee hath no blood of ſhame running in his veines, that 
12, Arg. will deny them, | 
VYntothe former reaſons, theſe further may be added, os 
: I belceve 
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I beleeve as Anugyſtine®, Cyprianb, Cirill c, Origined, Natian- 
Zene*, Ambroſef, and many others of the Fathers affirme, that the pre—.< mg 
Church hath received the Baptiſme of infants from the Apoiles; þ Epi#t. jr" 
notwithſtand this kind in queſtion , from the beginning was not ſo, Hid, a=, 
but an invention lately taken up. Some ſay Boniface 1 Y. inthe © Comment, \, 
yeare 606. brought it on foot, Others thinke it is not ſo an- 4 oaths ; 
cient, ny 
2. Whereunto tends it ; but to induce the ignorant, to conceive N ; ont 
(with the Papiſts) an abſolute neceſfity of Baptiſme« , that the in S.Lavs, 
worke done pleaſeth God 6; puts away originall finne c: makes the f L-2-e 
infant a Chriſtian, and a member d of the Church : juſtifyeth him e; 4941 7- 


and that if hee dy withont it, hee. cannot be ſaved/. a Rhem,on 
3- This cuſtonie hindereth many Parents from embracing the Rom.s6. 5. 
way and order of the Goſpel, and cauſeth them (as eM,.Daven- 4+; 
port * truely fayd) to live and die Libertines, —_ Fl 
4- By this meanes Gods name is taken in vaine*,5.and the holy , Ga 
Sacrament greatly abuſed, Mal. 1.7.12. Heb. 10.29. Sen. diſt.z. 


6. The Chureh of God defiled, Hag. 2.14.15. Ezech.44.7 *. 4 Bellar.de 

7. The Miniſter a breaker of .bis Covenant , Mal.2.8. Laſtly, Ec». 
Divine wrath hence juſtly may be feared. I fay againe , thoſe that {eZ wo 
offend this way , may juſtly feare Gods puniſhment ; becauſe hee , *Fhem. in 
doth not manifeſt more diſpleaſure againſt any ſinne , then the pro- Rom. 6. 
phanation of his ordinances; nor threatneth to infliſoorer pu- Seft. r. 
niſhmentsupon any, then offenders herein « : And this is the judg- © = 
ment of ſundry of our beſt Divines ; viz. 1#nims b, Brentins c,P:ſ. oY bay 
cator q, Parewe, (artwrightf, and others, need. . / 

| f Dureu 

lib.$.de Paradox, * In#.Compl.pag.6. * Fenner princip. Relig.p.96- and 106, 
* NS gE- Plain Declarat.of Ecel,Diſcip.p.172. _ 4) Levit. 10. 2. 4.Chron. 
13-I0, Anal. expl. Levit, c,10.p.27. © Comment,in Am.c,4. v,4.6. 
d Obſerv.3. mn Levit.10. eln Am,2.12. f Catech.pag. 102. 


SECTION VI. 


Owſoever I could be well contended , in theſe' our diffe- 
rences, to deale with «MF, Pager by the Scriptures alone, 


as the booke of all truth; knowing (as Aug»Fine * fayth) that all *De DoF, 


things , concerning faith and manners , are contamea inthem, Not- Chriſt.l.2, 
withſtanding *9: 
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withſtanding in regard hee * yainely boaſteth , to be caried away 
with the [treame of the Learned , who concarre in judgement. with 
him,G&6, I baue thought good to make inquirie about the opinions 
of men, in this matter, betwixt us; as being loth, hee ſhould 
opprelle the truth, and make all men afraid ofit; by making them 
beleeve, that is deſolate, and forſaken of all freinds. 

Beginning therefore with our writers : I judge it meet and 
conyenient, to alleadge inthe foremoſt place the mature ſentence 
* Pag, 192. Of Maiſter Cartwright ; In his Reply to D. Whitgift * , hee writes 
L.1. tbus : 7 doe ſee that, Maier Dottor doth make of the Holy Sacra- 

ment, of Baptiſme (which is an entry into the houſe of God , and 
+Note that. whereby the familie of God muſt onely T enter) a common. paſſage, 
whereby hee will have cleane, and uncleane, Holy,and prophane ; as 
well thoſe that, are withont the Covenant, as thoſe that are within} to 
paſie by ; and ſo maketh the Church no Houſhold, but an Inne to 
*Iuſt ſo doth receive whoſoever commeth * , 1 will anſwer therefore allmoſt in as 
Mr,Pager, Many words, as the quetions be aſked , If one of the Parents, be nei- 
ther drankard, nor adulterer, the child ts holie, by vertue of the Cove- 
nant , for one of the Parents ſake. If they be both , and yet not obſt;- 
nate in their ſinne , whereby the Church hath not proceeded to excom- 
munication (themſelves yet being of the Church*)t heir child caunot, 
nor ought net to be refit, Apaine a few lines after , ſpeaking of 
Papiſts andother ungodly men: Hee affirmeth abſolutely, thar therr 
_ Children ought not to be baptiſed. 
In the next place wee will conſider the Authour of a certaine 
P42. ITT- poke, entituled : The Covenant betweene God and man; bee there 
wah maintaineth this point, which wee here profeſſe : Baptiſme (fayth 
hee) is to be adminiftred to them onely , that arc in the Covenant, 
and that the Reader might underſtand , whom hee meanes 70 be in 
the Covenant : Hee addeth immediatelic ;-They are ſuch as profeſſe 
the faith , joyne themſelves together in a fellowſhip , crane 10 haye 
their names enrouled, and regiſtred in the (turch, and ſopartake of 
the manifould graces of God, which are ditributed therein, 


Y Pap.15. 


* Note. 


*Groung, To theſe wee will adde Maiſter Viree *, a rare light of the 
Rel-p.230. Golpell ; and partner with Mer,Farelt, in planting the Church ar 
Geneva , before Calyin came there. None (fayth hee) are to be 
baptiſed , but the children of the faithfull and belceyers © all wy 

theſe, 
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theſe , are #0 be initrutted in the dottrine , before they be admitted 


thereunto. 

Piſcator likewiſe is as plaine ascan be. They onely (ſayth hee) 
are to be baptifed,which belong to the Church : For as in old time they - 
circumciſed the children of the Tewes , becauſe they belonged to the ©2-28.Ohſes 
Church, and coyenantÞ, ſo now, &'c, e Mr, Fenner «fayth the very a DoBl.of the 
fame, ſo Parem b, Eraitus c, Melanfton, d Keckerman eſpeaking Sacra. 
of the lawfullnes of the baptiſing of infants; gives this as the reaſon ® 7 Mar. 
of it; viz. becauſe they are members of the (hnrch, Thelike faying 3-F- + = £ 
wee find in a Booke , named 4 generall confeſſion of (hriſtian + ER 
Churches. Becauſe God receiveth into his Church, the children with i peas, T 
the fathers : Wee ſay by the authoritie of (hriſt , infants begortenof pa TI 
faithfull Parents,ought to be baptized, Alſo Beza * fayth, Suth as © Mme 
doe permit, all children to be baptized, doe a thing unheard off,in the Theol. 1.3. 
primitive Church, Neither may Tertullians teſtimony be omitted, EW wy 
ſpeaking (as Tunius interprets bim) of ſuch children as were ſtran- 7:14. .. . 
gers from the Covenant of God, Ler thens' come when they are = 
growne to yeares : Let them come when they hays learned , and are 
taught wherefore they come ; Let them then be made Chriſtians, when 
they can know Chriſt, | a Herm: 

Moreover this is the unanimous confeſſion ofell the Reformed Conf: Arte 
Churches, to: wit, that Baptiſm appertaineth to ſuch infants, as are 7% . _, 
in the (burch , and borne of beleevers; And for this reaſon (they fay) , 9 pn 
they adminiſter unto them the ſeale of the Covenant; viz. beeanſe : 219-35 - 
with their Parents , they are received imo the Church, Thus write Conf. p. 24; 
the Churches of S.zxonie«, Bohemia ®, France ©, Scotland d, Hel- *Arte302x 
vetia®e, and Belgcikf, | 1315 35 0.1900 2 f Mb3&e 


On Mat. 


Obje#t, x. But this thing hath been'in theſe Countties /a long 
time pradtiſed ; and therefore it is not meet; that ſo ancient a cu- 
Rome, ſhould be laid downe. | 7 
Anſw. x. When' the truth i hnowne: (ayth Auguſtine #)- le ,- . 
cuſtome give place unto it; For * wee mu not allwayes mite Wwhat- F L.2.Ep. 
ſoever our Elders have allowed , buttry by th Scriptares, whithey the Ymbr 1 4 
things are good, which they allowed, And thus doe theſe Churches* Pans-.* + 
in their writings profefle to the world ; that they jnage of ſmall * 7 penevall 
force in controverſie of Religion, to be urged with the bare ſentences of Confeſſ.of 
Fathers , or with the Decrees of Conncills, much leſs with received ©" 
_ RR. Chmove 


| 


| 
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enftome , , 0 with continuance of time; For wee: admit (they fay) 10. 
other judge , in matter of faith , then God himſelf, pronounsed in his. 
Ward, 

2. on hs cultome , they give the Anabs ptiſts great advantage; 
and njbilate the beſt argument, which our Divines uſe againſtthem, 
.. forthe layfullnes of docfns ofinfants. Andithet this is o,let-ir be 
obſerved; that the Reaſen, which they,in this point, doe ſtick moſt 
.too, is this.. namely. , that cbilere» of Chiiftinns, by the fave mars 


| ng DR rant. *, are now to be baptized, that. the infants under the Law were 


T5300 rene d, Now I. have prooved before; that no infant under 
was.to. be. cixcamciſed;except hee were a member oftbat 

Gere NEC Church ; ſeeing therefore they leave this patterne; it. muſt 
Hamhy © ow, (as Lfayd) that they make the argument.voyd , and ofng 


E.T2. 


: fea; Pry refute their owne wnitings, { and tho; againe the 
p IL thin 


ts whiche they haue builded: - 
ern .compating their practiſe , with. choir profeſſion) 
* ſexare vor > t5etotheixownogrounds asthey otight:, this cu- 
; the-preater blot: and dilhonaur unto them. That 
325 r. they, are. not te totheirgrounds, Thave:manifeſted.before. To 
Chrift..Re!, which this further may beadded. In a Synod held at Dare Anno 
C37ef+ $93 if up 8. it was there agreed), that all Parents befare they bromght' their 
blgren, ta be baptiJed.s ſhould goes nntothe-xSimſters-or Elders, 


a fn 3" what ſa wg 6-48 Aptice wnta the Church ,: whoſe child it was, 


* | #har ſhould td. Now forwhatend. ſhould the Parents 
. be F9 med +16 , mc the Church. Officers with this thing ;. un- 
was, tbat none. but wembers children ; Hould 
. be Vapriſed. If "IX ons bo had intended , that things ſhoildi be, as they 
are now : (baptiſe all brought to the On then truely 
= reverence he it ſpoken) they made a'very unnecallary - article; 
or what need iis there , of ling the Church, whoſe childrenthey 
are, if all- _—_ there muſt be baptiſed. 'Laftly , let it beconfide- 
Te red, whither the gnſound doGrine , * ofthe Papiſs,\get-not counte- 
4x. nance by this cuſtame » Who: teach * that Gods. III, 
Exiles . a fametine, give Flere wnto ERS FIAAIKIONS, 


293+ dg | Objeft.. 2, Compaſſion towards infans mooyeth many Mini 
J_ io: —_— tee, 


\\ 


” ha 
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Anf. Wee may hotdoe any thitig againſt the expteſſe will of 
God , under a pretence to ſheiv mercy unto others +'; that pitry, F 4.King- 
which the godly are to manifeſt, maſt be rightly-bowelled*, that is, 2 
commanded of God, both forthe marterand manner of it, Tris © 3-8 
well 'krowne, thit Origen + , through ro ninch compaſſion ofche #AugeF, de = 
wicked, thought that 'the Divels themſelves fholld be faved tt Crore. Des , - 
leaght ; unileſſe ren thetefore, are cartflill tofer bounds ritico their 4.21.67 
affeAonis theit affeAions will lexd them bejondtheir.borints, 
To conclude this point ; my hearts deſireis, that every podh 
Minifter, would be pleaſed, dutlyto'regard theſe things. It was no 
wiſhonouranto 7-6 , that hee tooke the councill of bis hand-maid. 
Neither did it darken -eFpoltos teprcation , thar hee fearned foie 
thing of «Aquila an] Prſcile, Awiſe Geterall ofa feild , dilpi- 
ſeth rior the- adviſe of the meaneft fouldier ; in matters of greateſt __._. _ | 
waight, Wee ate told of a Papiſt * , that tyze #pghr ro bfletve a * fot : 
ſimple plaine Huſbund min,'&c, if hee fpeake therrnath, For ttly rand. an |? | 
pate, Thoulnor prefers commend ,wharT hav ſaid, ro thelr Purſue | 
fudicions otifidetatibn;untefſe Thad by diligent inquiry rft; feene POPPY 


the fimeto be a truth; and ſo ſetled my conſcietice it the cettainty - 


[ 


of it, 
SECTION VII. _ 
O let his ſcoffes alone, which hee merrily puts forth in pag. 


71.72. FE wilt here givehim a dite&@ anſwer , unto thething 
which hee there demaundeth; that is : What. that due power 15,by . 


which wee would have the Chnich to be gouverned , and unto which \. 


wee would willingly be ſubjefted. Tr is that' Polity-Ecclefiafticall, 
which the Lord Teſus, the King of his Charch, hath ordained inthe 


other bodies political ; As man being the perſoRion ofall creatures, ,” 
comprehends in bis nature , what is excellent in ther all : Havin 


I 2 Thoſe 
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f a Þ 4 . 
—- 1 3. common-wealths;as Ariſte:le a, Herbertis », Toloſanus ©, Bodin, d, 


C.INT. 


| F £4. Pol. Further I doe affirme ; tbat this Eccleſiaſticall gouvernment is 
2018, axim, unchangeable , ordinary , beſt, and perpetual]; common to all true 
62. Churches,and unto which all eſtates muſt be ſubje&, as brethren;ſo 
SC. 32.Pol. every officer likewiſe : And good reaſon too, for it is a matter of 
#H132.Venet. f2ith; a point ofthe Goſpell, yea of the ſubſtance ofit; and neceſſa- 
. cn. ry to falyation, fo farre I meane, as other of Gods ordinances. But 
02. 14. not to ſpeake any more of the neceſſity , and excellency of this 
KRefur. Church Gonvernwment. , (there being ts many learned Trea- 
D.Down. tiſes of it) & will here lay downe my reaſons to proove the former 
Serm. 1.2. Afſertion; viz. that every particular viſible (hurch, hath from Chriſt 
wk Abe abſolute & intyre power, to exerciſe,in,and 0 f herſelf, everie ordinance 
Pee, Mare, of God; and ſous an independent body, not ſtanding under any other 
Joe.com, EccleſraFticall authoritie aut of 3t ſelf, And thisI will doe , if God 
Claſe4.c5, permit. - | | 

Silom. 5.0 ARGVMENT I. 
Theol. hiþ,2 . 


7.400, 8 If theſe Churches , planted by the ApoFtolique inſtitution, had 


power fullie in themſelyes immeazately from Chriſt, to praftiſe all his 
| ordinances: Then have all Churches the like power naw, | 
But the firi is true : Therefore the ſecond, 


The propoſition is cleare and certaine , by theſe Scriptures, 

1.Cor.5.2.3. At.14.23.. 2.Cor.16.2, Col.z.5. 2.Thell. 3.14, 

"The aſſumption is, acknowledged by ſundry of our beſt Di- 

* On Revel, yines, That firſt gouvernment of the Charch ({fayth Mr. Brightman*) 
chap.2.P.65 ;5 common to all tim:s , andplaces ; and that it is not to be permuted. 
ealteJe robeat the arbitrement 6 f men, to follow what way they liſt but thats 
a/yayes in reforming a Church , wee mus have recomrſe , #nto the 


fr[# 
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firſt beginnings, to the which , 4s our onely rule , wee muſt call back *Polit.Ecct. 
whatſoever ſtrayeth fromit,and that they are not4o be turned & tmied 1,x.c,23, 
according to the crookednes , and jarring ſound of the ſucceeding 24s: F9. & 
Churches, My*, Parker * hathineffe& the very ſame ſpeach-; fo *3-7-95.& 
Mr.Cartwright *, and B.Bilfon * likewiſe. Hooker gives a reaſon Rep "Ms 
ſor it; namely, becauſe the firſt ſtate of things was beſt, &c.and there. Whitg. £6: 
fore it muſt needs follow, that cuiFomes, Lawes, and Ordinances,ae- p.25.26. 

© ſed ſince, are not ſo good for the (hurch of Chriſt ; but the beſt way * Peryee, 

i to cmoff later inventions , and to reduce things unto the ancient 20 vemm, 
ſtate , wherein at the firſt they were, And this agrees with Tertul- [5.3; olie 
lians * ſaying of old * That # traeft which is fuſt , thats is firſt 1; > p. : 48. 
which us from the beginning , that is from the beginnivg , which is *Cont. Mar. 
from the eApoſtles, L.4. 45. 


ARGVMENT IL 


If Christ in Mat.18.17. where bee ſaith, Tellthe Church; doth 4 Explica p. 
meane a particular Congregation : Then hath every particalar (on- 24-534 
gregation, an intyre power, 1n,and of it ſelf, to exerciſe EccleſiaSticall _— 
gowuvernment, and all other Gods ſpiritual ordinances. _ = 

But the fir$t us true : Therefore the ſecond. p 7 FI 

 d In Mas 

The propoſition is cleare, and certain , maintained by the moſt 18:17. 
judicious Divines ;- viz, Vriinus «, Zwinglius >, D.Andrewes c, e Idem, 
Chemnitius 4, Arctius *, Pelargius}, Hunnius 8, Vatablus », Mun- 5 om 
er i, Beza*, Eraſmus', D. Whitaker 2, Cartwrith*, D.Fulke 0,? 5 ns 
Parker p, and others, 5 Idem. 

The Aſſumption is prooved thus : That Chmreh, which Chriſt k, DeEccl.. 
;ntendeth in 1at.18, hath abſolute power in , and of it ſelfe to per: *:£ 54-1 p* 

111e all Gods erdinances,but Chrift intendeth in MMat,1ts, a parti- : BR - 3 
cular Congregations: Therefore eperie particular (ongregation, hath - De . 
abſolute power , in, and of it ſelf , to perfarme all Gods Ordi- Powt. cont, , 
nANCES.. - pes  -4-21-p.86 
Moreover let it be obſeryed ; that this Church in Mat. 18. Js gi: 7 Confut. 
venas a plat-forme, or example unto all. Churches, to walke by. "Mat 18; 
As Moyles was to make the Arke in every reſpe& proportionable , 14m. 
vato the patterne, which hee ſaw in the Mount ; even ſo, &c. _. p Polit:Ecd. 


I 3 ARGYV-' 
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 Whatſorvtv was Commundided to the 7 Chnrches tobe praflifed by 
Exch bf thewts , apavt, ih, and for themſetors ; thitts no Church of God 
| « iuf% now mir OO ZIP 
a In Revic. Bur 'Fetletafftoall CELLS » Was COmmannatd to the 7 
r-p:29.54. Charches 1 v2 praffiſed by each of thin, wpzrt,in,and for thimſelves, 
b In tap.T. Thriefore Wo CuMiche bf God #n#t omit the prattiſe of Eccleſig- 
Es Rev:2 Jed Lomverniveit , dpiit, in, and for themſelves. 


IR 1.2 Tlie propofition cahride be' doubted off. For as Chytrain y, 
& 3... ' Artopems b,Bullinger ©, Brightman d and others write; All Chiitches 
* Expoſ- from theſe , ought to learne , what. gouyernment to exerciſe ; what 
pony -þ, doftrines to teach ; "what, perſons 10 excomMvlinicate ; who to receive, 
3.v.7. And to comfort , andthe like. | | 
£53 The afſirhpriotr'is pt o6ved clearely iri chap.2;ver.2.14.20.8&c. 
2 C929: Moreover M1", PHRin;'* (peaking ofthoſe Churches) fayth "God 
Cont. Pate td every of thim, power dnd duithiiltic'to preach th Word, ac 
& Anſiw.ts $#'ve to every of thei, power av dhthorItie _ the Word, 
the Rhein, | miniSter the SALHHMENES , Vepreſſe evill Men, Aecefiie falſe Prophets, 
I-Cor, 5g, to exclude all obſtinate filters ſham all ſpiritaall privitedges among 
4+ - - them. | | IT don 


cIn precth 


d Beep " * ARTYOMENT ry," | 
ChEr.l;x.C : | 
e In'1.Cor. If the (hitch of Corinth , tad power tid avtthoritie within her 


F-Obſer-1. (elf; ro exerciſe EccleſiaFticall pt regen ; Tea ahd did'it,1 mane 
ah he Chavth there : Thin 8 PN per 
$1.00. ticlar Congregitions wow, to ſtarid under any other Feelefafticy an- 


b7.c: t9. But the firit is rae: Therefore ihe ſecond, 
8Off AR p 


kin 1:Co'5 Was D. Willee «, DFalktb, Zantchy © Bitcerd, Piſcator e, D. An- 
Eccom.” drewes'f, Pit Manyie, Polaninu'h, D.Faldi, Para k,Zwingliml, 

LEpichir. dexnd Others, Oo OD 

Can. Miſe, BLM % N | ; 

ul Fai | Apaine 


\Church;l.xz. T3. 6:4 part i ooqueſtionably certain; and of this judgement 


| 
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Apaine whereasthe Papiſts, and Hierarcby. doe { (muycha i 
Ad". Pagets new doftrine). that the CburchotC wb | 
| and alope.aughoritie, i in ic {elf,, to.cxexciſe Ah UVern- , 

' ment; our writers viz, df. Cartwright *, Fe haſh 0 gone ” Refinar 


- loppdly. refure them , and pxopreths. contrary by. TANF: Fe4- R 
» © _— 


5-4. 
. The latter part.is popned before, i in the Hips, .of the x I. ang * _ Ecal, 

3 Aguments.. | 
Tt 4 8. 


Sach attions the Church _ lewſollis doe , wherein no Law of 
God ts broken, 
| But there ts no Law if G X- fodlien. At particales (ongregations 
] dor, in,and among themſelues exerciſe all Gods erdiyauces. 
_  Therefare.the dex nex fon lawfully. doe its 


'The. gofe otthepro Angus *& das ae th ane omg: defini of 4 a Cont. Fay, 


Gnne;wt ich Ee By ent at 4 0M ry x 
bt, wr Dizope L wr 


ared,. or, word +61, 4720 
Aquinas d and other Schoolemen (as they are cal 6 agreel = _ : r- 


_ 


[ v4 Tho ef anerion hmmaniGied in MOT Mſiper = 12. 
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if the Anal Udea wa Mato. ? erſhip 6 
a at 4 ea of. Ml. - pot in TH 


Epheſus. ,, fax the, 

.Churgh. Then mg th 6 Bfefup of 0 bk particula ns oe 

Adminiiter amoug thewſelves all Gods ardigguces, | I, 
But the firſt is true : Therefarg.the ſecond. I N Po 
The Major  propved'two: ; ave. AQ.28,verl. . 6a = 

17.28, 2. By — pt Bp Ser 5j20 26g. 
The' Minar k undeniable; For. as Ar, CR Ste there 281. 28 


was ane forme of gouuernment: in all, Churches z: tamel 


| * delivered 6 in the atts of the Apoſtles , and the neil of they thein ” pt *, oe 
= ings, | 
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® See Park, 8Ef+ There are extant at this preſent divers Treatiſes *, to proove 

/ Pol.Eccl.1,2.fbat Chriſt hath infficuted bur one onely forme of Church gouvern- 

j c.40.p. 4" > Eommon to all Charches , ordinary , perpetuall , and 
324 . 

| 323. &s, Thus wee baue prooved the affirmative uu of our aſſertion , to 

| godly Min, Wit , that every popes ongregatioa. bath power in , and for it 

| agar. Brids, ſelf, inmediarelie from Chrift, ro exerciſe Eccleſiaſticall Gonvern- 

\. Naund, p, + ment, and all other Religious ordinances ; wee will now ſpeake alittle 

SELL of the other part ; that is, proove that particular (' ongregations doe 

\ 134. &©% got ſtand under any other EccleſiaFticall authoritie, ont of themſelves; 

, X viz, Claſſes and Synods. | 

w.. CT rn 


ARGVMENT VII 


Sach Offices and.callings , without which the (hurch of God is | 
complete , and perfett, for Gonyernment- , are ſuperfluous and hu- 
— . POEGE.. CES > MS: hs : a A y 
1 * Butthe Chntch of God may be complete, and perfett, for Gonvern- 
' ment-, without Claſſicall and Synodzcall O ffices and callings.© 
Therefore, theſe Offices and callings , ave ſuperfinwons and hu- 
mane * | FO 


©: + 1 © Thi argument the Proteſtants hane uſed apainſt the Pope ;and f 
| theReformiſts againſt Biſhops, Arch-Biſhops, Chancellours, 8c. 
Now the fame is every-way as firme and good, againſt Synods & 
Claſſes; for without them, the Church of God, is fully brought to 
* 7eams. Complete perieion and unity, D.Fulke * confidently affirmeth ſo 
Diſc. Eccl, mach. That which D. Whitaker * writes of generall Conncills, is 
Gouv. pag, by MF. Parker * applyed, oo rightly)unto particular Synods. The 
IO-Il» *Charch of Ged(fayth bee) can well ſubſiſt without them, for ſh: was 


| * De CoMc. (onetimes without them : beſides' wee are not bound by any ſpeciall 

: M5 Ie 2 Commanndement of God to bane them, - © (IIS © Þþ 
:*P olit.Eccl. ; A ; . PO SITS : e ; \ 
39.1335 ©. ARGVMENT. VIIE 


{8.6 


Whatſtever Gouvernment cannot be found commanndtd in the 
$4.64 writer, Word of God; ought not to hane any place inthe Chnrch'of 
Wong WE” IR EEITED 
| Fo” But 
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But the Geuvernment of Claſſes and Synods:, over many partiou- 
lar Congregations, cannot be found commaunded in the writen Word 
of God, 
Therefore it ought not t0 hane any place in the houſe of God, 


The firſt part is grounded upon theſe Scriptures , Eſa. 8. 20, 

Mar. 2.8.ult. r.Thell.5.2r. Gal.g.r. 2.Tim.x,13. Likewiſe this *Epyſt.in 
is the judgement of many learned men, Athanaſius * ſayth, The pre. ad ! 
Eccleſi4#ticall Canons, come from the Apoſtles, Cyprian # ſayth, _— 7. | 
| From the Scriptures doe ſpring, end thither doe returne , whatſoever PRE iu 7 

the Eccleſia$ticall D1ſcipline doth require, Julius * fayth, Not ſhew Apo.2. inſe« / 

of eloquence, but ApoFtolicall Canons are required. M-.Cartwright ritur. 

+ ſayth, Nothing ſhowld be placed in the Church,but what, God in * Replas 

his Word hath commaunded, The like Theodoret ©, Ambroſe?, = hitg 
{ Tgnatius*, Auguſtine 4, Cyrille, and others, Pp uy T, 

The ſecond part is alfo as manifeſt; for if wee once grant (asall þ In x.Co.7 
Learned haue granted) that the Churches of the Apoſtolique con- c Epiſt. 2.94 
ſtitution , were independent bodies , and exerciſed Eccleſiafticall $9977. 
gouvernment, in,and of themſelves; then it muſt follow,that Claſ- CY 
ficall Aſſemblies, 8c, haue their rj wholy , from the pleaſure tas 
and will of man, | 


| fn ARGVMENT IX. 


That. Gouvernment.,which meerly tendeth unto the raking away, 
from particular congregations, their due power is unlawful, 

But the Gouvernment of Claſſes and Synods (as they now are) 
doth meerly tend unto the taking away from particular congregations 


their due power. Les I» 
Therefore that, Gouvernment 1 anlawfull, b py oe : 
t.1,f-2. 
| The Major of this argument, may eafily be prooved by ſundry 8 por yr 


places of Scriptures ; viz. x.Theſſal.4.6. 3.loh.9. Prov. 22. 28. Arift. 1.7 
Deurt. x9. 4. Gal.5.1. Alſo, it is grounded uponthe definition of £:t1c. c.7. | 
juſtice; which is, as Ty «,Tuſtinian 5, and others ſay, to give eve- d Im3 jure} 
hi . And h i er.Ety, 
79 one his owne o much imports the wordaccording to the Toi mr 


Ei 
pans heck , or precile lignificationof ir ; both in Greeke # , and 40 
K The 


LIMI 
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 TheMinor isas manifeſt : x. by 24*. Pagets owne teſtimony in 
Pag. 66. where hee confeſſeth , that they haue concluded among 
themſelves in their Synods, that no particular Congregation, with- 
_ out the leave and conſent of the Claſfis, ſhall proceed to the eleftions 
of e Miniſters, excommunication- of offenders, and the like, As they 
have gonein this a&, farre bejond their calling ; (for as 2r. Bar- 
+ Expoſ.on Joy "th : No manunder the degree of a Prophet, or an Apoſtle, 
m—_ a 6 149 preſcribe Gods Church and children patterns:) ſo by it : is the 
pes ” on, whole power of Churches (in a manner) taken quite away.For in- 
ſtance; ſay the Claſſes and Synods, will not permit,that a Congre- 
gation ſhall reqe& ſome convicted Heretickes ; then they muſt (if 
they will beleeve 24r, Paget ) let them alone fn their communion, 
againſt Gods expreſſe commaundement ; and ſo obey men rather 
Tjt.3-I0. then God. Againe put caſe, ſome Churches doe want Miniſters, yet 
| notwithſtand , if the Claſfes and Synods will not give them leave, 
tro.chuſe any , except unfitand inſufficient perſons ; then it ſeemes 
by this Spnodall Canon, they muſt take ſuch, or remaine deſtitute 
{ſtil], ; 
 Apaine, thisiscleare by their praQtiſe likewiſe ; for albeit they 
are no members of our Church ; notwithſtanding they take autho- 
rity over us, andover ourElderſhip too ; yeain truth,ſo much au- 
thority , as any Lord candoe over-his ſervant ; for ſo long as hee 
* So ſaith doth what his maiſter wilthaue him doezhee is left alone; but if hee 
_—_ Th meddle with things againſt the others liking , hee is immediately 
== tcl * commarmded to ceaſe,and ſo muſt not proceed further. Now what 
writing , gi= 1s our caſe otherwiſe? ſo long as wee doe that , which contenteth 
wenin the r, Paget and them, wee are ſuffered. ; otherwiſe though wee doe 
Conſift. jointly conclude an aftion yet;it muſt not Rand: for wee are told, ic 
Mar-1Z* 12th not belong unto s *, and therefore muſt give it over. So that in 
2632: -, thewords ofthe Prophet + juſt] laine ; Woe unto 
+ 121.4.x3. the words of the Prophet # , wee may juſtly complaine ; Woe #n 
See before #4 wee are ſpoyled. |  _. OE TOM 
F48.16.177 p : i 
RT - 5 


Tt t # finng againſt God, 20 add any thing, to that, forme and 
manner of ordering ((ourches , which Chriſt our heavenly Prophet, 
. - +hath fet forth unto #4 in the New Teſtament, 


To ſubjeft particular { ongregations , under any other _—_— 
SY | : ca 
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call authoritie, out ofthemſelyes , ts to add unto that, forme & man= 
ner of ordering Churches, whith &c, 
Therefore 1t 15 a ſinne to doe'it, | 
| a L.30.c. 
The propoſition cannot be excepted againſt ; for the Scriptures 55a 
herein are evident,Deut.4.2.Ioſh.1.7, Prov. 30,6, Gal. 3.15.Rev. b Moral.c. 
22.18,r19. If itbe a capitall crime, toadulterate the Kings coyne: 14- 
How much more, &c, And ofthis judgement are many learned cln Agg.c.L 
men ; viz. Auguſtine , Baſil 5, Chiiſofiome c, Cyrilld, Bede e, : In Levit. 
Cope f, D.Abbots 8, Brentius 5, Mr, Cartwright i, MelanQton *, = x.Pet.x 
Elton , and others. * f In Prov, 
The Aflumption cannot fot ſhame be denyed ; onely becauſe 39-6. _ 


the weight of the controverſy leaneth upon it , I will ſpeake further $4gai Hill, 
of it,in the next Seaion, = 18. { Lo 4 


There are yet other reaſons to proove our Aſſertion ; the which 3 + mag 
I will here lay downe more briefly. - 30.6, 

1. Ifevery Elderfhip have alike and equall power, as Hierome.., kVpon Col.2 
Cyprian #, Bucer ©, and others affirme ; then may not the Officers 23 '? 3 vr, 
of one Congregation, fecke by authority to ſuppreſfe the aQs and aEp.ad Enas 
decrees concluded in another, __ bL.,deamts 

2. It is againſt ſence, that a Miniſter ſhould undertake the care —_ 
of more Churches then one onely : who reads in Scriptute of « fe eg? 
ſteward over many families; a ſheepheard over diyers Flockes,8cc. IS. ry 
N ature hath ordained (fayth Ariſtotle *) one unto one, CESEAEL 

3. Is it alike thing , that the Claſficall power , ſhould be of + TREND 


' Gods approoving; and yet hee never mention it in his word, This 4901.2. par, 


argument the Hierarchy F uſe againſt Popiſh Offices; and the Re: c.3. diviſc5. 
formiſts * againſt theirs. Now let the diſcreet Reader judge, if it *D.Lazone 
proove not the point in hand as well. Here I may not omit Zwing- 99s Fa 
lius * ſpeach , ſpeaking of Synods: Wee willingly beleeve (fayth > 
hee) that. you are a repreſentative Church ; for a true Church you * Xwingt. 
are not, But 1 pray you ſhew us, whence you fetch this name? Who Art. 8.e:pt. 
bath given you this aame*who hath given you power to make Canons, 

impoſe things on mens ſhouldiers, grieve then conſciences, ic. And a 


little after hee ſayth : Of :h15 repreſentative Church, T find nothing 


zn the Holy Scriptures , ont of mens deviſes any may faigne what the 
lift ; wee reſt in the Holy Seriptnre , again#t TEE thou nie 
7, ny | wat 
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not attempt any thing , if. thou be a Chriftianw, 
|  4- Whoſoever ſhall deny qur afore-faid aſſertion, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity hold , two diftin& formes of Church gouvernment to be 
lawfull ; one where particular Congregations doe in,and of them- 
ſelves, excrciſe all Gods ordinances ; the other where they ſtand 
- under another Ecclefiaſticall authority out of themſelves. Now to 
hold this,is direQtly all one,asto bold two wayes to heaven ; diſtin& 
and oppoſite in themſelves, which is very ſcandalous in Religion, 
and that which cannot ſtand with truth. 
5. Let it be obſerved, tha for this reaſon (among others) the 
+ D.Whita. Learned # fay, the Pope is Antichriſt ; viz. becauſe bee will haue 
cont. 4-44. 4 men to appeale from their owne_ Churches unto him ; and to ſtand 
| _— , unto his ſentence and decree. And doe not, the Claſficall Aſſem- 
Oreo" blyes and Synods, take upon them , an authority much liketo it, in 
ſubje&ing many Congregations to them, requiring appealesto be 
*In bs Let- made to them,and that the /udicatory (as e Mer, Pagers * phraſe is) 
zcr given helongeth to them ; as if their power were above all Churches. 
87260 Foy he 6. VVhat more meet, and reaſonable;then that every mans caſe 
op fer. be there heard,and determined,where the fault was committed ; fo 
. * Cypr.lib.1 fayth Cyprian *, /# is not fit that they , over whom the Holy Gho#t 
Epiſt.3- hath made overſcers, ſhould goe too and fro. Hee ſpeaketh of cary- 

: Vas. s* ing matters away fromtheir owne Church, untoorhers *. 

85-390 7. Note, the effe&, if it ſhould be otherwiſe ; which is, that | 
* Gan ff) particular Congregation muſt hence neceffarily looſe her 
- Gs $ o owne proper right in gouverament , and fo of a Miſtres become a 
>. Ti. x.13 ſervant: in ſtead of being ſauperiour, wilfully vaſſall and enſlave her 
Heb. 4.14. ſelf, which thing is contrary to Gods will,revealed in his word *, 
Revel 2.25 8, Seeing the Apoſtles, whereſoever they conſtituted any Church, 
7 Tx Pol. ith doftine , immediately eſtabliſhed in it , Ecclefiaſticall gou- 
gy D vicky vernment #; for without this (as D. Ame *layth) there con'd have 
1.4. c.24. ' brene no conbling of the parts and members together, It muſt needs 
42.214. follow , that the primitive Churches were independent, bodies , and 
* Pag.72- ſtood not under any other Eccleſiaſticall authority out of themſelves, 
Ow ad Now how Mr. Pager will beable to proove achange ofthis gou- 
> In Rom. Yeroment , I doe nor yet ſee : eſpecially, conſidering that the Lear- 
Zo27- ned (as I ſhewed belore* ) doe hold, that there is but one certaing, 

* , & Perp.Gov. neceſſary , and perpetuall forme , and manner of ordering (harches, 
: 33% Sc Andthis alſo is the judgement of Calvin ©, P,Martyr 6, D.Bilſon«, 
| yea 


Ss TT By, wWwz3 Y" +$<&s WwW 


. troverly betwixt us. Now hee ſhould doe well, ſeeing wee diſpute j, 5, 
. about a matter of faith, appertaming to life and falyation; to reſt in &5 ozhers. 


. judgement and prattiſe with hm, (according as Feitus knowing 
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yea the Confeſſion of the Churches of France 4, of the Low Conn- 4 Harm, 
eries e, and Scotland, ina word to this the Papiſts s aſcent. conf. art.29 
9. By thetitles given to all particular Congregations, it appeares © Ham. 
evidently; that Eccleſiafticall authority is (or at leaſt ought to be) in popes wen 
every one ofthem, diſtin&ly,wholie,intyrely; viz. a K:ingdome Þ, a, Die 
Family i, a Body k, a Ducene |, &c, For what more lenceles,then of char UE 
to fay, a Kingdome, or family , ſtanding under another Politicall, Church. | 
or Oeconomicall gouyernment out of themſelves ; a body having 2 > qe - 
all parts and members , and yer may neither receive in, nor put out rhe = x . 
without anothers leave and conſent ; many ſuch abſurdities * fol- ,, Mat. 3.2 
loweth Mr. Pagers lately-deviſed Tenets. zEph.2.1 9- 
10, The aQs of the Apoſtolique Churches proove direRly our k1.Cor. 12, 
aſſertion : For itis withour all contradiQtion,that they celefed their 22; 
owne Miniſters , excommunicated offenders, ſent meſſengers, and _ 35> 
he 
rformed all other ({urch matters among themſelyes, Pol. Eccl. 3. 
Laſtly, let it be obſerved, that Mr. Paget in this, accordeth with p.23. 
the Papiſts * , and Hierarchy * ; for they fay (as hee doth) that 321-322 


particular Charches are mot independent bodies , but ſiand under an. lun Eccl.t. 


other EccleſtaSticall authority out of themſelves, The which thing -- > BY 
our writers deny, and proovethe contrary. a Qu. 
1.9.38 


. p38. 
By this time I ſuppoſe the indifferent Reader perceiveth, that the * Bellar de 


Scriptures,areevery way for us,and againſt 44, Pager, in this con- _ 5 dar F 


ages, 


them , asthe onely touching for triall ofall truth. 
Notwithſtanding conſidering hee makes ſo much a doe , about 
the multitude of learned and Godly Miniſters , being of the ſame p 48. 73. 


Paul to haue appealed unto Ceſar , did reaſonably reſolve,faying, 


- Unto Caſar ſhaltthou goe , ſo) I am wellcontented to heare what 


reverend and judicious Authors doe fay herein : And if 34". Paget 
will ſtand unto their Teſtimonies, I doubt not, but to make it ma- 
nifeſt, that (as the Scriptures fo) they are alfo with ns ; and fo 
much {ball be declarcd in tbe next Seton, ng 


K3 SECTION. 
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SECTION VIIL. 


T He allegations of the Learned , which I purpoſe here to ſet 

| downe, ſhall be taken, r.From Papiſts. 2.Lutherans, 3.Cal- 

 viniſts. 4. Engliſh Conformiſts, 5. The Non-Conformiſts. 
6. Ancient Writers : And laſtly the Confeſhon of Reformed 
Churches No 


*Rellarm.ds Howloever Romes-Champions * will haue none now,to meddle 
verb, Des with Church-Gouvernment , but Preiſts , Biſhops, Prelates, &c. 
/ 3. c.5» yet they doe acknowledge, that #n the primitive Church, according 
Kyem.M to the precept of Chrift in Mat.18. offenders, after the firſt and ſe- 
—_— cond admonition_, were brought to the whole Congregation- : met in 
1.Cor, 5.2. 0ne place together: that, 1s, the Chritians with their Biſhop , or Pa- 
Egid ,Topi, ſtor ; and there, if they continued impemient. , by the conſent, and 
Conc.in Ep. approbation of all , they were extommunicated by the Minifter *, 
& = Ry Marke (I pray thee Reader) the marvelous efficacy of the truth, 
Te be Ns which forceth a teſtimony thereof, even from them, that are to'it, 
auth. Eccl, the greateſt enimies, Ir is here ackowledped (as the truth is) the 
cont Winta. right of Ecclefiaſticall Gouvernment , at firſt was inthe body of 


c.1.c.T» every particular Congregation ; there lay the! due power : I doe not 


gr fay chiefly, but whoty; ſothat what ſpirituall power is now aſſumed 

Hizr. Anar, above this : whither itbe Papall,or Epiſcopall;whitherir be Claſſi- 

[.11, p34 call,or Synodall, they are , humane ordinances, and apparent vio- 
* lation, of adivine inſtitution. Bf | 

* $1rav.; Others of them ſpeake * as plaine : ell Eccleſiaſticall anthority, 

cons. Be, primarily , propertie , and eftentiallie belongeth to the Church , ts the 

pag. 62. Officers inſtrumentallie Miniferially , and ſo fatre onely , as it refþe= 

Schol. Pariſ. £{zth the execation of it. Here is nothing fayd to juſtify Miniſters, 

OOe-"_g taking more authoritie, to themſelves, then they grant their con- 

grepations; but a teſtimony to the contrary ; For what they doe,is 

onely MiniFerially ; as the ſervants of the Church; and therefore a 

moſt unſeemelie thing (without the Churches fore.-knowledge , li- 

a L.2.c.24, king and conſem) to 'make ads or decrees ; but more,to bind men 
de init, Har. to the keeping thereof, whither they will or no. 

bIn releft.de Ty theſe wee will adde Alphonſus © de Coſtro and Franciſcus 


=_— Vittoria, the Maiſter of (anw;both theſe affirme, that all —Q_ 
Þ. | « 
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doe receive juriſdiftion and power immediately from God. If fo, then 
one needs not to ſeeke anothers anthority ; for every one inhis 
owne Church , may lawfully adminiſter all Gods ordinances, whi- 
ther others,otherwhere doe like or not.. T hus God, who brought 
light out of darkcnes ; ordered theſe mens tongues , togive witnes 
unto his truth, | | 

Neither may (7+{4n%4* words be unremembred; who ſpeaking ne concer 
on this place , To thee will [ give the kees , ſayth, this promiſe of Cathol.l.x, : 
Chriſt , muſt be referred unts the whole Church, Sanders F , Scul- 6-11. & c. 
tingius*, andothers ofthe, give the ſame expoſition; viz. that, 14:25. I6. 
when (hrift promiſed Peter the kees , hee in perſon preſented theodue = ok 
of the (hurch, According to thefe mens wriring,the power ofbin- , 6 _ "= 
ding, and looſing, eleion of Miniſters, depoſition, and thelike, is * Hierarch, 
3n the bodie of the-Congregation ; if ſo,then Claſſes and Synods have Anarch.l.4. 
it not. I mean of right. þ4g- 103, 

Iohn Ferus a Frier of S.Francis Order ; but godlierthenthet + $5, ,; 
common fort ; intreating (in his Commentaries writen on the Bucanay 
AQes) of the example of Peter, how hee was required to render a deſcriberh in 
reaſon of that, which hee had done; maketh this note upon it : Pe- *F Frans 
zer the Apoſtle , and chiefe of the eApoſiles , ts conſtrained to give an — AR 
account, 10 the Church , neither doth hee diſdaine it ; becauſe hee 
knew himſelf not to be a Lord, but a Miniſter of the (hurch, The 


| (hnrch z the Spouſe of (hriit , and Lady of the Houſe : Peter a Ser. ? 

| vant and Miniſter ; wherefore the Church may not onely exatt an | 
account of her Miniſters, but alſo depoſe them,and reje&b them altoge- : 
ther, if they be not fit, So did they in old time verie often: But wicked 7 
Biſhops now will not be reprooved, no net of the Church, nor be orde- © I 


red by #t ; as though they were Lords, not Mlniſters *, What can A 
be more for us then this? For hee abſolutely grants usthe thing, 
which wee ſtand for : that is ; thatthe Church is above her Officers, 
and therefore may require , when there is juſt occaſion, a tri ac- 

| count' of their ations. Yea more, if ſhe find them unfaithfull, 
(whether it be in carying themſelves more like Lords then feryants, 

' orinſteadof executing the degrees; and ſentences ofthe Church, 
deviſe Lawes againſt her; orin ſtead of maintaining her right;free- 
dom and priviledges , {ecke to bring her into bondage,) ſhe may 
put them downe , and place better in their roome. 


- But 
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/a Carſ1T, Butit ſeemes by 44*, Pagers queſtion in pag. 82. if hee had bene 
{ $30 In Peters place , hee would not have had his matter debated and 
Eniſt "# 2. Aiſcuſſed openiie before the whole multitude of the Charch ; notwith- 
\ - peft. ſtanding I cannot ſee, how hee could haue avoyded it, ſeeing there 
Conc. Baſil. was then no Claſles for him, to haue made his appeale unto. 
lib. x. I could here produce others of them; viz. Gratian «,Gregorie z, 
d Diſt.21.C- Þ, Aneas Silvias ©, Pope Anacletus, Sixtus Senenſis e, Thomas of 
OSS _— Aquinef , Alexander of Ales , Iobn Scott *, &c. ſome affirming 
L annoe, fbatthe greateſt authoririe us in the (harch , that the kees were given 
171. to all the Apoſiles;others that all Biſhops are equall in power,and the 
F In 4.ſent. ike, But wee will leave theſe men, and cometo more authenticke 


aiſt.2.4. witneſles, 
qu.3. art. 2. 


um.Theo. 


part.4 qu. It is affirmed by the Centuries of Meydenburg,that from Chriſts 
20.m.5.6, aſcenſion, unto Trajans * time,which is about a 100 yeares, everie 
bln Magiſt. particular (hwrch was gonverned by the Biſhops, Elders,and Deacons 
fe : 4+ of the ſame, Moreover deſcribing the ſtate of Chriſtian Churches, 
whe ia from Trajans * raigne unto Severus, (that is , from the yeare of 


*Cent.xr, Chriſt 100 to 195) thus they write : /f any read the approoved- 


© Arnthours , of this age, hee ſh.ll feethat, the order of Gonvernment 
Cent. 6.7- was "popular; for all Churches had equall power of teaching purelie 
the Word of God, adminiftration of the Sacraments, excommunica= 
tion of Hereticks, and wicked perſons , looſing the peneremt ; the ele- 
flion and ordination of Miniſters , and the depoſition of them againe 
for ju#t cauſe, 


*Cent,2.0.7 


f$-134+-135 


* On Revo M*.Brightman * comes Lower downe, even unto Conſtantines 
<.12.pag. time, and is of opinion , that he primitive puritie of Church Gou- 
505-506, vernment , was nor yet deflogred, with the dregges of mans invention: 
Neither had Satan. brought in Prelaticall pride into the ſheepfould of 
the Lord : but the Paſtours looked every one, to the health of his owne 
Flocke, Hence it appeares, that for the ſpace of 200 or 300 
*SeeMr.14- yeares, after Chrlſt *; every viftible Church, had power, to exerciſe 


cobneceſſ. Eccleſiaſticall Gouvernment , and all other Gods ſpirituall ordi- 4 


Reform-p4g- nances (the meanes of falyation) in,and for it ſelf, immediately from 
$7-Sc, Chriſt. And thisisa _ certainly true, as I thinke 1", Paget 
himſelf, will not haue the face to deny it, TE | 


What 
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What authorities ther (to ufe anothers * ſpeach) had others af- » 3. Bilſon 
ter the eApoſtles aeath ,- t9 change. the Apo5tolike Gonvernment.? agai. Semin, 
But ſeeing they haue done it;what muſt wee doe? Thus? leave their p-221- - 
inventions, and returne backe, to the Churches of the Apoſtolique *54*;20-18 


a Exod. 2.3.2- 
inſtitution ; and from them , take our patterne and platforme , to 1j,, , "Y 


 walke by, and thus Godteacheth us rodoe: and learned menal- 2, &5c. 


fo; viz. Arnobius, Ignatius c, Tulianus d, B.Iewel e, D,Rainolds/f. bLib,2:con. 
and others, But to goe foreward with our witneſſes, - Gent. 


Againe concernipg calling to the Miniftery, | heeſayth $,: The right og Þ 


- of eleion 35 1h the whole (hurch. | 


_. M..Luther, another excellent witnes of Chriſt, affirmes * , : that ny 7 JI 
the Church hath the right and power to judge of any.dottrine, alſo of Explat.. 1 .: 
calling the M inifters of the Gopell, or, if they _ to be faubfull;ao Edi e 
depefe tbe,” But is not this contrary to Aff, Pxgets new opinion? Catone. y 
yea altogether : For though a Congregation ſhould haue juſt cauſe Nei 
to put downe ſome Officers ; notwithſtanding (by his grounds) if pe, 
they appeale unto Miniſters of other Churches , and they judge *Tom.2. + 
them fit to continue in their places , then muſt they be left alone, 248-374 | 
bow vile ſoeyer they are ; ſo: that to ſpeake the truth, the power **" 


which hee alloweth-unto .parcicular Congregations ;-is. juſt no- NE 220 F 
thing. ''.v Harmiin 


Chemnitius, another famous man , and of rarelearning among Mar.18.17 
the followers of Luther, is herein with us likewiſe ; forbeeteſti- k Ex. Cone 
fyeth , that, eleftion- *., excommunicdtion- , examination of fan Tt * <p 
tences & &'c, belong unto-the whole (hurch. Againe obſerve. whath Z5,mu cs; 
bee attributeth in another place to the Congregation ; whattothe + ».9c.com.. + 
guides thereof ; Fo the firſt power *, to the later the adtnin/tration tit.de regs... 
of it, Melandton * bath the like diſtinQion, I could liere. mentjoo! C197. - my 
many others of chem, which conſent, with us fully ; as Serta", Mw.” 
| | | x " == WW 
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; > 2, Brentid by D . Rungins ©, Hunnita d , Ofiander © , Salneccer f, Pelar. 
Iob. 12,23. gig, D. Aly lems h . _— hin!, &c, none of theſe hold (as 
e Inx.Cor. Mr.Paget) that particular vifible Churches ,-are #oun-adjetives, 
5-3-4 cannot ſtand without Claſſes and Synods ; but on the other ſide, 
d In Ma. they grant them (I mean tothe Elderſbip and Brethren) right and 


—_ power , to praQtiſe in, and among themſelves all Gods ordinances, 
Mat.18, 
I7s For thoſe now, whom (tor diſtinQion ſake) wee name [&lvi- 


F In AR. 6. niſts ; theſe men (I takeit) are the mnltitede of Godly and learned 
gln A.6. WM initers , which doe (as hee fayth) agree in judgement. and 
Sit oratbſe, with bin 
ÞIn x.Cor 5 Þ » Þ G a ; a 
' #In A8.14. Now before I came to lay downe their particular allegations, 
touching our point in controverſy : ThisI defire may be obſerved; 
that it cannot be manifeſted , (as I am perſwaded) that there is, 
. among them all,one Authour, which hath in his Commentaries on 
4. the Scriptures , taught the dotrine maintained by 4". Paget here 
\ againſt us. It is true, ſome of them, grant tothe Elderfhip greateſt 
6 lar 4 authority; others to.the body ofthe Congregation : Notwithſtan- 
is Gf -% ding , none haue bene fo erronious, as to ſay, that the whole 
; J Geeks. Church (I meane Officers and Brethren) wants authority to per- 
i e,1. - formein, and for it ſelf, all Church-ſervices, Now for the Au- 
i 'C Com. Pl. thonurs.  - | 
\ ele. Mini. | prier Martyr * in his common places , making the Church a 
| FO Monarchy, in reſpe& of Chrift , an Ariſtocracy in reſpe& ofthe 
< x7, © Elders; addethalfo, that becawſe there are matters of great, weight, 
. eDecat.5.4. and importance, referred nnto the people, as excommunication-,abſa= 
f InTim. Intion , choofing of MiniSters., and the like; it bath alſo a conſidera. 
$-22.: ' tiow of 4 popular gouwvernment, Of the famejudgement was Iy- 
Fong s -nius 5., 'The-whole Church (fayth hee) ought rochuſe., that, 5, the 
TH 5 oP body conſiſting of the Elderſhip and people , by equall and common 
b Refpon.ad yoyces, Thu us the righ; manner of chooſing Miniſters, 
Hug.p-159 . Withthem: joynes 'Muſculus © , Viret 4, Bullinger* , Danzus f, 
_ Hp Gualter £, Sybrandus+, D.Mornzus*, Morell 4, Tilenus !,8c. all 
« = r - theſe, I fay, doe direQly affirme thelame thing; viz. that all parti- 
fil.534. Cularvilible Churches; haue full power to ordaine and chuſe among 


| Reſponſ, ad themſelves fit Miniſters, Neither can it be gathered (to my know- | 


Com. L4' \'ledpe) anywhere in their writing , that unto a full and complete 
Vat:Qu.8. calling of Church Officers, any mote Eccleliaſticall authoriry and 
-. : power 


& Epsſt.14. 
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power is required, then that, which Chriſt hath ſet in every Con- 
oregation , diſtinAly and apart. | 

To tbe fame purpoſe they write , about excommunication , and. 
the abſolution, or the reconciliation of the excommunicate;thoſe are 
aQions (they ſay) common to the whole Church, and not ofany 
private perſon, or perſons, 

Ba#tingins * ſpeaking of the difference, betweene the two kees, *Carechiſm. 
that of preaching,and the other of diſcipline; placeth it in-this : that Queſt. 85. . 
the former , which 1s the preaching of the GoFþell, is committed to | 
the MiniFters ; the other becauſe it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of 
excommunication', is permitted to the whole (hurch, 

To bim wee will adde Urſinus * , who teacheththus : {hriſt in * Catech. pe * 
theſe words Mat, 18.17, If hee refuſe toheare the Church , &c, 799+ $90« | 
expreſly commanndeth all, whoſoever (being after this ſort admoniſhed = = _ f 
by the Church) will net repent. , to be , by the common conſent of the 1587. Fj 
Church excommunicated , untill they repent. eAnd whoſoever are Fg 
excommunicated , they againe profeſſing, and ſhewing in their attions __—, 
amenament , are altogether in like ſort , received into the Church, as _ - _ 
they were exiled fronrit : Namely by the judgement of the Elders , by OMG. \ 
the conſent of the Chnreh, and the authoritie of (hriſt, and the Scrip- j : Inft Y rc | 
rure. eAnd that, denuntiation , whereby one is excommunicated, is 15. | 
not in the power of the Miniſter of the (hurch, but inthe power of the « In1.Cor, |} 
} | Church , and is done in the name of the Church , becauſe this com- F'S-  _ . / 

maundement, was given by Chriſt anto the Church. For hee ſaith ex- C_ 

preſlie: Tell the Church. And of this judgement is Piſcator *, , 1, x.Ca.s 
Calvin 5, Parzus c, Keckermand, Hermingiuse, Toffanusf, Pola» f Comin 
nus'2 , Hyperius #, Przdirius i, Munſter #, Danzus /, Oecolampa- 1-Cir.5. 
dius m, Beza ”, and others, TE NY OR TY 19%" Ih 

And now t.Pager what thinke you ofthefe men? were they wh np ” 
not /carned and Goaly MiniSters ; Reyerend and judicious Divines? iIn x.Cor,g 
Are they not anthenticke witneſſes? If you confeſle it;then marke k.1» Mar. 
what followes; viz.your poſition that particn/ar Congregations muſt x8a17. | 
L fland under other Eccleſiaſbicall authoritie ont of themſelves; is hence 5h 
condemned, by a juriz of more then 24 men, of your. one m In Mar, 
chafing ; for arrerrout and untruth : The reaſon is ; becaulethele x8. 
affirme (I fay all of them) that every particular Elderſhip , with # 4110t.t 
the Churches conſent , may lawfully proceedamong bes to - beſſ-3« 

L 2 the 
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the excommunicating of offenders , whenſoever there is neceſſary 
and Juſt cauſe, Neither doe they fay a word ; that it is a D:vine 
in#Hitution, that the Miniſters of one Congregation,muſt firſt aſ ke 
the leave and conſent of other Miniſters , before they can lawfully 
' adminifter this ordinance of God. | | | 
And therefore I make ſome queſtion , whither you haue not 
wronged this multitude of learned and Godly eMiniSters; in repor- 
ting things, of them to the world, which they hold not. 
And I haue the more reaſon thus to thinke , conſidering what 
In Mat. Mr.Bucer 4, and P.Martyr write ; (two great lightes that ſhined 
ſometime in England) to wit, that Eccleſiaſtical power and goyern- 
ment is in the whole Church; but the authority onely of aqminiſtration 


$6. 3.IF * thereof, 1s the Preſbyterie and Biſhops : So 45 inold tine at, Rome 

he | the power was in the people ; direftion in the Senate, But of this ſort 

” of teſtimonies enought is ſpoken , wee come therefore now to the 
next. 


Touching the Engliſh Conformiſts , the formableſt of them , are 

a Tv bydee forus, inthis point. B. Whitgift « confeſſeth, that in the Apoſtles 

Fenc, ag. - - time, the ſtate of the Church was popular, And two pages after, / 

T.C-p.180 ,,l ir popular (faith hee) becauſe the Church had mteret almo#t in 

a every thing, VVith bim D.Bilſon 6 agrees, and writeth thus: /z the 

Gonvernm.. primitive Church , the people did propoſ name, eleft, and decree, as 

c.15-p.361 well as the Clergie, and thong the Preſbyterers had more [kill to 

judge; Yet the people bad as muchright, to chuſe their Paſtour: and 

sf they moſt of them did agree , they did par! it away from the other, 

* chap; Againe *, Marke well ({ayth hee) the ordaming of the firft Deas 
7. 48-90, Cons, they were choſen by the people. 


HMr,Paget in pag. 22, doth acknowledge , that (iſt hath 

. appointed bnt one order , for the chooſe bath of Paſtour and Deacon. 

- As hee ſpeakes there, the truth : ſo by it,hee quite overthrowes his 

owne caule; for if Paſtozre muſt be choſen the ſame way,that Dea- 

, Cons are; andthey (ifthe Apoſtles precept be kept) choſen by the 

free conſent of the Congregation , wherein they are to adminiſter; 

*..» then how comes it-to rifle » that Claſſes. and Synods, ſhould baue 

more tuthority then the people ; and may (if they will) diſanull, 
whatſoever the others doe herein, El : 

| - 2 I know 
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I know what the Papiſts and Hierarchy -fay , to juſtify -their ta- 
king away , from particular Congregations, their de power ; and 
ſetting up 4 ſuperiour ons in the roome thereof: The firſt gives this 
for a reaſon * £ The unrulines of the people deſerved afterwards to * Sculting, 
have their liberty taken away, The others ſay thus : Why doe ye call renner 
24 back to the primitive Church? As if wee are 10 betyed 10 the firft _ IL 
beginnings of things , as if ye wonld bind little infants in their blan- 8-134* 


Ty 
Ry 87> * 


kets , with ſwalding bondes > And as if it were not lawfill for ws, to  - 
change thoſe primitive rudiments, which were not then ſo profſitable in # 
their firft originall , as they ſeeme to be permciom at, this day. oe 
Apaine * , There was ſome thing ordained by the Apoſtles , that, us x Apolog. f Y F 
10 lefie hurtfull for our Churches , then it was behoofull , for thoſe, to Church + L A 
whom it was appointed, | Gouvernme} 
Which oftheſetwo arguments hee will make uſe off, I yet know 248:S1+ F] 
not: One of them I ſuppoſe hee will and muſt. For to fay,that this , 
ſuperiour power of Claſſes and Synods, is [ure Diyino, Ithinke hee 
will not any more doe it : There being inthe Scriptures,no.proote 
(yea I may boldly fay) nor ſhew of any proofeforit. 
But becauſe I know not , what his anſwer ſhall be, I will there- 
fore fay no more for this time ; onely I thinke/it good, to put him --.. 
in mind of what Gerſor.- * writeth the amthoritie of the primitive #neVie, 
(brurch , ts above all Churches , and therefore it us not in the power of ſpirit. 


| Lope, Conncill, or Charch , to change the Doltrines and Traaitions, 
delivered by the ApoFtls, And oIproceed. | 


To theſe wee will adde 4 more conformable DoQtors of Eng- *De Cone. 
land; viz. Whitaker, Bell, W:ller, and Tayler, The firſt affirmeth, 9#-5-p. 178 
* that Eccleſiaſticall amthoritie, principallie, primarilic,and eſſencial- L De Rom, 
ly , belongeth to the whole Church ; unto Biſhops onely accidentally, pe, 
and ſecondarily. So againe # , The chiefe judgement. in all crimi- yg < 62. 

. P4g.502. 
nall caſes, ts the Churches, * Repiment 

Bell fayth * , Excommunication preciſely aud chiefely,pertaineth of the 
to the (hurch ; andthat, ſhe hath authority, to commit the execution C 
1 a High ſome ſpeciall perſons , for that, prep ; ang choſen for that a Smopſe . 
Tothe ſame effe& Wille ©, And Tailor b fayth,that excommuni- p.2."7 ci - 
cation i the common ation of the (hurch , and not of any private #, Comm.on 

22 + Tit.ch,z.v 
p*1ſon, or perſons, , 
, £; VVhat 19: 2-712, 
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. VVhat more obvious and cleare, by theſe mens teſtimonies, 
then that every particular Congregation hath power, fully in it ſelf, 
. to performe all Gods ordinances. But hath not /4*, Pager in the 
meane time, juſt cauſe to bluſh , who denies to the Churches of 
| God, that due power , which the Learned of all profeſſions doe * + 
| grant unto her. | I 
Pap. 23. _FortheN on-conformiſts, I have already ſhewed, that they con- *|- 
ſent fully with us. Notwithſtanding ſome thing more, I will here 
ſpeake ofthem ; and the rather,becauſe time was, when er, Pa- 
/ get did efteeme them, to be 4 multitude of Godly and learned 
Miniſters ; and was (or at leaſt made a ſhew hee was) of their 
judgement. and prattiſe. 

Hee that reades the controverſy betweene Downame and the 
Replyer, ſhall there ſee this very point , betwixt 14*. Pager and us, 
largely handled. The DoRor ſtoutly maintaineth Mr. Paget po- 
ſition ; viz. that particular Churches are dependent, and ſtand undev 
' another EccleſiaFticall authoritie out of themſelyes, The other ſayth 
* L5,2.pdr. otherwiſe , and often affirmeth * , that the adminiftrationof all 
2. 7-104 Church-matters , at firiF was in everie congregation , the right #y the 

i Church: the execution im the Pref byterie thereof, Forthis purpoſe *- | - 
*15.1.94rt, beEinftanceth Cenchrea*; howſoeyer is was the port of Corimb, and © 
. pt. I : . = < £23 
2-9.22.2 3, #0t farre from it, as Raacliffe or lime Houſe to London , yet 18 wAs, &. 
| * diſtinft Church , from that of Corinth , and alike indued with fall # 

+ Note, +ower + of Eccleſtaſticall gouvernment, | — 
| Mr, Parker ſpeakes downe right in this thing , and prooves by: :; 

; Textof Scriptures ; judgement of ancient Fathers , Confeſſion of ' © 
« Pel.Ectl,. Proteſtant Divines, and many unanſwereable reaſons: that « all Ec= 
L.3-0, 6. cleſiaFticall power ts alwayes in the whole congregation, from hence it 
b Par.in | flowes, as from the fountaine , and to the ſame ut returneth as tothe 
T.Cor.z.2 ſea. s oF 
P. ark. Pol. * On 
_— p And here by the way , I doedemaund of you 24", Paget , ſeeing 
Tilen. Specy. Every Miniſter (as the Learned) rightly ſay) 55 the Chirches ſervant, 
Antichri,p;- and under her anthoritie, and admimi#treth for her, VVhat warrant FJ 
34y i-- then, you and others have , to make any decree or ſentence, againſt F, 
D. Whitak, the mindand liking of a whole Church ; and' to-require-them to / 
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— #- ſubmitthereto. Me thinkes ſuch doing, becomes not ſervants : And 
£218 . whicher this benot,, to be Lords over Gods Heritage, (contrary to 


Peters 
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Peters charge) I deſire the humble and Godly to conſider. Vi dey 
Vnto theſe wee will adde the Authour ofthe Engliſh Purita- In Tithe _ 
niſme; a Booke (asthe Publiſher reports) contaming the maine opi- 19*+ _ 
| ions of the rigideſt ſort of thoſe that are called Puruaines * , inthe Namur 


th d 
| Realme of Englana; among other truths. pa inn 


| which ſtand 
1. They hold and maintaine that every company , Congre- —_—_ 
gation , or Aſſembly of men , ordinarily joyning together in\;oo”” 
the true Worſhip of God, ts a true viſible Church of Chri#t, and 
that the ſame title is improperly attribated , unto any other 
convocations , Synods, Societies, combinations, or Aſſemblies 
Whatſoever, 

2, They hold that all ſuch Churches oy Congregations, (om- 
eunicating after that manner together , in Divine Worſhip, 
are in all Eccleſiafficall matters equall, and of the ſame power 
and authority , and that by the Word and Will of God , they 
ought 10 have the ſame ſpirituall Priviledges , Prerogatives, 
Officers, Adminiſtrations , Orders , and formes of Divine 

4 - Worſhip. © 
k [They hold that Chrifl Teſs hath not ſabietted any x 
_ g Eovrch or Congregation of his, to any other ſuperiour Eccleſia. 
'$ * ficall Inriſdittion, then unte that Which & Within it ſelf : (6 
& © #bat if a whole Charch, or Congregation, ſhall erre in any mat. 
*F © ver of faith or Religion , no other Church or ſpiritaall Charch. 
F Officers, have (by any warrant from the Word of God) power 
to cenſure , puniſh or controule the ſame ; But are vnely:10 ad. 
viſe them: and ſo to leave their ſoules 10 the immediate zudge. 
ment of Chriſt , and their bodies tothe ſword of the civill-// 
' Magiſtrate,&c. IEEE 
4: They hold that every eHabliſhed Charch , ought (a4 a: 
4 ſpeciall prevogive, WhereWith ſhee is indued by Chriſt \to hawe 
power and liberty ; to chuſe thetr oWwne ſpirituall and Eicleſing. 
fticall Officers, &c. Hs 5 
S$. They bold that if intbs choyſe any particular Charches 
FO ER OP all 
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; ſhall erre,, that none upon earth , but the Civill Magiſtrate, 
hath power tocontroule, or correc? them for it, &c. 

CG. They hold that the EccleſjaFitcall Officers and Mini. 

flers of one Church,ought not to beare any Eccleſiaiticall office 

' #nanother , but ought robe tyed unto that Congregation , of 

Which they are members , aud by which they are elected into 


offece , &e., 


There is nothing here ſayd , but many others of our learned 
Has Country-men , have fayd the like , as D. Ames, M-",Banes 3, 
b Dioceſ- M*.Bates © , Mr,Fenner 4, Mr, Vdall e, &c, 
Trtall.con- 


my 66. - In the Engliſh Church at Franckford in Queene Maries dayes, 
1 Azainſt 16 was agreed upon , that + zhe Miniſters and Seniours 5 ſeve- 


| Bridg pag. rally and iointly ſhall have no authority , to make any man. 
f —_ ner of Decrees , or Ordinances ,to bind the Congregation, or 


Diſcipl.pag. 419 member thereof: But ſhall execute ſuch ordinguces', as 
24.25- ſhall be made bythe Congregation , aud to them delivered, 
/o.- wy Againe, None ſhall be excommunicated,untill the matter be 
Frank. Firſt heared by the whole. Church. That the Miniſters and Se. 
Page ITF- mOonrs , and every of them ; be ſabiect 10 Ecileſiafticall diſci. 
Pline, 4s other private members of the Church be, © 
Neither ſhall Mz. Hookers * Teſtimony be unremem. 
anſwer to bred; who aifirmeth, that 4 particular Congregation, may 


 M-.Pagets lJawfally and without ſinne, call a Miniſter, Withaut or again/t 


20.quef. 


ax. * he epprobation of the Claſs, And hee gives this reaſon 


for it; Theywhich had complete and perfect Minifters be- 

fore any Claſs ; bad power, fully to callthem : But a parti. 
cular Congregation, had perfect and complete Minifters , per. 
fedily and completely called, befare any Claſits, Ergo, e.. 


; Thus Reader thou = f.nerceive, that At. Paget bath left the 
way of ob foranines yea and ſhewes himſelf to it, a-great ad- 
verſary. Indeed ſo fore a one,that in his own words I may truely fay; 
As Herod i kill one infant, ſbarcd not4o kill a multitude of 
WAY | at! *'+ 
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other infants: ſo hee,that bee might undermine ws, and blow 
«4 up , into the ayre , hee cared not, nor ſpared not withthe 
gunpo Wder of his fiery contention and reproaches , to blow up 
With us, a multitude of Godly and learned Miniſters, being of 
the ſame indgement. 


Howſoever I haue mentioned already ſome teſtimonies of the 
moſt ancient times, after the Apoſtles downeward, even while any 
ſoundnes of the Goſpel did ſhew itſelf in the world. Notwithſtan- 
ding , that this right and due power of the (hurch , for which wee 
ſtand ; may not be thought a Noveltie , (as Mr.Paget jeſtingly 
intimates) and ſo unbeleeming Chriſtians to embrace it. I haue 
thought it convenient, to write ſome thing further herein; that is,to 
ſhew that the beſt approoved Authours, after the Apoſtles, are di- 
rely with us, in this thing alſo: affirming,that every particular vi- 
fible Church of Chriſt , hath power to exerciſe ſicall oog- 
vernment, and all other Gods fpirituall ordinances , in and for it 
ſelf immediately from Chriſt, And this (God willing I will doe) in 
order , according to the times in which they lived, 


To begin firſt with Ignatins, (who was, as ſome # thinke, Pa- Evfb2.3- . 
Nour ofthe Churchat Antioch) in his writings wee find it mani- $23. 
feſted , that it was then * the manner of viſible Churches , to + 44 Phd. 
come zogether inone place * , 10 Worſhip Cod, having Biſhops, delp. ad 
Elders and Deacons unto their Officers , Whom the people free. —_— 
ty chooſe by voyces , or lifting up of hands. Isit not hence ap- __ 
parent,that Congregations in this age, were free, and could exerciſe 
among themlſelyes, all Gods ordinances, 

Tertullian relating the manner of Chriſtian Aſſemblies in his * | 
time *, fayth, * They came zogetber into one Congregation , for Moat ag 
{0 pray nnto God , for 20 reberſe the Divine Scriptures , and Apel. c. 29. 
Wizh holy Words to noariſh faith , flirre ap hope, and faften 
confidence. And they uſed exhortations , reproofes and divine 
Cenſure, | 

66M * writes muchto the ſame purpoſe : Such as Were *11 oft 
brought in the chird place, for ſinne unto the Congregation : if Hom-7- 
© ROE M they A 


- 
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| they flood obiinate , by the tudgement of the Whole Church 

/. Were excommunicatedff omthe body, the Elders of t he Chuy ch 

: pronouncing the ſentence, Oblerve here , het fayth nor, that the 

+ matter was.caried to a Clalis, and there firſt determined; &c. bur 

"names onely the Congregation, and Elders thereof ; notwithſtan- 

* Anno 225 ding had there bene any ſuch /uperionr judicatorie Aſſembly,is it li- 
Cyprh.3, kely hee would.haue omitted it , and mentioned a fubordinateand 

Epit.14-© ;feriour one, ts at; | 

*L; r.Ep.4 Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage. * ſheweth how cauſes were not 
-— tows 305 handled, before the Elders, but the whole multicude,withour whoſe 
bEuſ. 1.3, conſent alſo nothing was done. And ſpeaking of calling to the Mi- 
Ty. niſtery , hee ſayth *, the people have power principallie to chuſe wor- 


DESI $, thy Miners, and refuſe unworthy ones, VVhat can be more full: 


4 * 5g '  andabfolireto out ap then this?: | 
yeth that the Churches of the moſt famous Ci- 

4-22+ ties, were in their conftftution firſt ; but one ordinary conſtant 
- 110 330 Congregation, as /er#ſalem® , Epheſwe ©, Al:xandriad, Hierapo- 
wed s a: ls e, Corinth}, S4rd# g, &e. This being fo, then it followes , that 
*hodox. & Primiitively they-wete independent.; and Rood not under any other 
Eſt ad Sols, Ecclefiaſticall authority ; our of themſelves, | 
vit, dege. 3. e Athanaſins often ſayth , that * eleftions, excommunications, &c. 
Epsſt cont; atcording 'to the Apoſtles precept , owght. to be done inthe publicks 
Beet: Bk Congregation by the iniſters , they takjng fix$t the peoples voyce' 
* Arnb $80 07 conſent; ; s 


/ bEpiphcont, | ''o theſe wee will dde Epiphanis  Terome, «Ambroſe, Cyrill, 


Her.73. Hillarie and Greg, Nazzenzeh'; writers in one age *, Touching 
s Id.l'ls Eceleftaſticall Gonvernment |, theſe to this 'parpoſe ſpeake : 
—_ = Particalar' Churthes way laWfully orttint their ewiie Biſhops 
k Ieron. ad Withont other Preſbyters afiffing them ; and among them- 
gs bo flie ſelves excommunicate offenders i, In every Congregation 
Hill. ad there ought 26 be a Senate or Aſſembly of Elders *, The power 
Conſt. Augu. of chaſing them, i in the people {theſe with ſpiritual bridles 
20-21] Ader rn, fe oat 


- mAmb©Of. 


Nazia#*. 1% jg here juſtified by all thefe Ancitnts. They baue not writen diſho= 
Orat flig:, de norably ofthe Churches of God; ſought to difable ther, from prc- 


L ot VVhat more certaine,, then that the thing, forwhich wee ſtand, 
pair, : Ailing 


kd. 
- 


ww Ek  w 


'  cers, excommunicate offenders, and thehke: 1 lay without the-ap- Monach. 


# right when it 1s done by the Churcbes:yoyce giving j.and the laying + Publicke 


66, who decreed that particular Congregations thould not pra- = 
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Qiling Chriſts ordinances; ſfubjefed' them to other Eccleſiaſtical aL. 1.c. 17 
aurhoricy, ont of themſelves : Bur contrary wiſe acknowledged (as by .Chr, 
the trarh is)that eyery particular Congrepatio,hath an intyrequriſdi- De Sacerd. 


ion, within it ſelf;and ſo power 8 liberty to.chuſe her owne Offi- b YE My , 


probarion of Claſſs, yea againſt it ; if there bejuſt cauſe. | L,4,3 4.65 
Thereare others beſides , which beare witnesto this truth; viz. 6.2.5 7, 
Auguſtine® , Chriſoftome Þ, Bafilc, Socrates d , Hidoras*, 'Ber- £35 3 
nard f, &c- Moreover ſome Councells haue granted ſo much; and offic, 
Chriſtian Emperours F by their Lawes confirmed it. Ofall which e Ad Eugen. 
it may be, another time wee {hall haue occaſion, to ſpeake more C9 Cort, 
fully. . \ : $*3 . Can. 22, 
| SO Bo anion. iro RR 
Touching Reformed Churches; If wee may take the Confeffion 22 Con= 
of their faith, for teſtimony, then ſurely wee haue their conſent alſo ſtantinop. = 
with us. The Confeſſion of the Bohemian Charches* hath theſs Arno 682. 
words , The keyes (that i EccleſiaFticall Gouvernment) are given in ns che 
mru5F, and graunted tothe Paſtours, and to each ſeverall Eccleſraſti- SE _ 
call Socizrie, (tha is, ordinary Congregation) whither they be ſmall Codex ds 
or great,, To this the Churches under the Palſgrave Flikewiſe con- Epiſco.1. 38, 
ſented. eb 047 g0 125675 00 1, OS 
For ele&ion of Miniſters, the Helvetian * Confeſfion-layth, 7: e Teoma 4 
on of bands of the Miniiter. The Confeſſion of the French* Chur- Catechiſm, 
ches is the ſame ; fo Auſpurge'F. Allo the publicke order fer forth in the end of \, 
in.theſe Low-( entries *, accordeth therewith, The Synod of £4*-2+ FI 
Middelburgh * haththeſe words, Z:t the.eleftion of Ainiers;be in * 410-16. 
the power ofebe (/ourch, and let it be done by woyces publokely-in the * Are, 20% 
Temple, The Synod of Tilleburgh in Naſovia ,' determined the + 4r:.14. 
like ,as Zepperm * writeth, IG v0; 4% FAVES Is + 
There is extant a publicke' order, publiſhed in Middelbirgh * ! ag 
Anno x602. agreeing with all the former ; viz. Minifters-mawuſt be —_ : 
choſen with the free conſent, of the Elders, and the-whole Conpreza-. he 
tion, By the like amthoritie as they were elefted; they may bi'depoſed: 
But nothing herein muſt be attempted., without the-detormiinition of 
the whole Church, &'ny | 20h 03 90K12tt arts 
VVhat thoſe Synods were, of whom M*; Pager ſpeakethin page 


nt 
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Riſe among themſelves, all Gods ordinances; I doe not yet know; 


but this I know , that no Reformed Church hath|made this an Ar- 
25 . ticle of their faith, And therefore it is certaine, if ſuch a thing be.ir 
D.Whua. ,c onely the invention of ſome particular men; 


"8 0M1.7#.3 For Concluſion now of this Section: Howſoever Ihave alleidged 


' D Morton the opinions of many learned men: Notwithſtanding it isthe word 
4polo.Cath. of God,which I appeale unto,for to have the matter in controyerſy 
?-2-1:1. betwixt us, onely tryed by. And herein I doe no more, then others 
<a br def doe, which know, they haue the truth on their fide ; namely,ro call 
Pont: Rom. "their oppolitesunto the Scriptures, and to require ofthem,to ſtand 
#.2.c,9, unto theundeceiyeable ſentence and judgement thereof. 
132. Thus the Proteſtants 4 doe with the Papiſts : And the Refor- 
'B.lew.Apo, miſts bagaine with them. And forthis purpoſe hath Zanchy + a 
rp worthy ſpeach in his writing unto D.Knols : All things rouching 
Þ Pay. Pot, Worſhip and Diſcipline , ought to fie examined , not by the uncertain 
Ecel.l.z. Yule , of hnmans judgement , but by the tonch-ſtone of Divine Scripe 


0:24. Eres 
Pee 1 
ny SECTION IX. 


Hat thoſe,who haue read 11", Pagers Booke,may not thinke 

that I haue purpoſely omitted any thing (his jeſts, (launders, 
and unchriſtian termes excepted) which carieth with it,the ſhew of 
any matter , touching the maine points in queſtion. I haue thought 
good in this Seftion, to ſet downe ſome brief anſwers unto certain 
colourable (or rather carnall) pretences,which hee uſeth in the de- 
fence of himſelfand cauſe. 

His firſt reaſon is this : If particular * Congregations ſhould nos 
 V. Profice, ſtand under any other Eccleſtaſticall athoritie out of themſelves, ma« 
| nifold diſorders , confuſion and diſſipation of Churches would follow. 

Anſw, 1. VVben God hath eftabliſhed an order for the admini- 
Aration of his owne houſe, what preſumption of man dareschange 
it > Thinkes hee, that hee is wiſer , then the Almighty ; andcan by 
his fooliſh way , and deviſe, bring more peace and profic to Gods 
houſe,then the way of the allwiſe God ? But what will not duſt and 

'- alhes preſume to doe , againſt his maker ? Andthat with ſhew of 
conveniency, and to corre& and reforme that,which they conceive 
to be iwperfe& in his doings? Bur it ſeemes in the mcane = 


LIMI 
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thaStheſe little conſider , how ſtreightly the Lord hath forbidden 
ſach practiſes ; and what dreadtull plagues hee threatneth againft 
menfor it. As Ar. Paget therefore wilheth others , to take heed | 
what. new formes of Churches,and Church. gouvernment,they frame ron” | 

unto themſelves, or command unto others - So I delire that bee him- | 
ſelf will make a proffitable uſe ofhis owne counſell, \ 

2, Beit well conſidered, that God alwayes abhorreth all good 
intentes of men , that are contrary to the good pleaſure of his will, 
revealed in his word. The Chwch (fayth Whitaker *) mu#t not be b De Rom: 
gomverned as the wit of man thinkgth fit ; but as (hriſt the Lord and Pont.cont.4. 
King thereof will have it, | N qu. I-16. * 

3. ThisobjeQion taken here up by 1M, Pager, is the very fame 
whichthe Papiſts , and thoſe that way affeRed uſe, for to haue Ec- | 
clefiaſticall Gouvernment , by Preſbyters rejected, and their owne © Sarav. de 
Popiſh Hierarchy,everywhere received and pradtiſed ; viz. becauſe rag wh 
the putting by of the later , tendeth © unto all miſchief , and the efta- pemms = 
biſhing of the former d, cauſeth nproares in the Church,diſſipateth it, fil. Monar, 
and overi hrowes all geod order therein-, L.5.c.4, 

4. If particular Congregations muſt looſe their right and power, Sculting. 
becauſe of the offences , which ſome men haue committed in the fs qnpagante 
exerciſe thereof. Then ſurely by the ſame reaſon, ( if Mr. Pagers j; n _ vs 
reaſoning be worth any thing) ought Claſſes and Synods, to lay i 35 6c. 
downe that ſuperiour antho: &y » which they haue taken OVer many a Whitg. 
Churches; becauſe they in many things, many times haue offended, Tratt. 3.c. 4 
in,and about the execution. And this Lam ſure, no good Chriſtian Sei 
will deny , I could give divers inftances for it ; bur it needs not: x 69, *P4Yo 
Onely it ts not amiffe to ſet downe NazimnJens + words;who was Loe comp, - 
an Elder, or Bifhop : 1 am minded((ayth hee) 10 ſhunne all aſſem- Chu. p.164 | 
blies of Biſhops , becauſe 1 never ſaw any good event, in any (omncell, * EPſt- 42» | 
that. did not rather increaſe,then dimin:ſh our epills: Their contention E's 
and ambition- paſſeth my ſpeach. VVhither things are better ca- 
ryed now , then they were in his time , I will not, noramableto 


udpe. 


F. Ifthe infirmities of the people, be a good reaſonto take away 
theirliberty , in praiſing among themſelves all Gods ordinances: , yy, ,. 
then the contrary vertues , which oftentimes baye bene found in 26. ws 
them, (as inftaying the rage of the Scribes and Phariſies a; in pre- AR. 3.26. 
ferripg , ſincere Chriſtians before Arriansb ; and being themſelves © Acxo.s-7. 

| ; M 3 ſound ©7* 
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| £ c Theod 1.2, found'in the faith c; when their Miniſters haue bene Hetetickes: ) 
Þ” © cap.7. is a good realon to maintaine their hberty fill, 


, Pag. 72. Anotherthing which hee talkes much off;is, that the power which | 
AY *s : the Claſſis exeraſeth, us ancient, ; and hence names 1t, he old beaten 
IT . } path,eFc, | a 
| ', Anfw. x, Sundry errours areasancientasthe Apoſtles time;yea 
ages before the moſt famous. Churches in the world were plan- 
ted. Thereforeas Cyprian® ſayth , Wee muſt not regard what any 
d Epift. 63. others did before #s., or thought fit to be done , but what Christ did, 
. who was befgre all, 
| 2. Howloever 1", Paget, for the credit of his cauſe, names it, 
e Bilſon he old and ancient Diſcipline ; yetlure Iam, to proove it fo, hee 
perpgonver. never will , nor can. Thereare many (and I thinke hee knowes it) 
c-16:p-387 which doe affirme, that the Eccleſiaſticail Gouvernment, by Claſſes 
; F Surdlife and Synods , is a weed that grew many yeares after the Apoſtles. 
Diſcypl. 6.8. . ; pate; 
' p. 138. A late deviſet , and that in all antiquinte, there doth not appeare any 
: 8 Branereft one ſtept thereof f; Alſo that at Geneva, ſubjecting of Churches to | 
+ ſuro.c.22. this order firſt beguns. And before Calvin came there, everie Congre- 


\ z: FLAY gation was free un it ſelf #, 


Ee” Touching theſe Aſſertions : I cannot ſee how r. Pager , or 
Hooke.Ecc. any other is able to diſproove them. Itis acknowledged-, on all 
Polit, Pref. ſides, that in the firſt bundred yeares after the Apoſtles , Miniſters 
| and Brethren of ſundry Congregations,met ſometimes;to conferre 
, mutually together of common Church-affaires ; yet ſq y as every 
/ 5Cent.l,2, particular Congregation, had alwayes (as the Centuries i write) 
c4-.391- power and authority in themſelves , to chuſe their Officers , reje& 
k£.3-c.22+ Heretickes, excommunicate offenders, and the like. 
2 gp ' So againe , for a hundred yeares next after ; wee read in Euſz« 
- "of *:* beus*, Irzneuss, Nicephorusb, and others, thar neighbour Mini- 
+ 1-2.3. FRerscame often together , when there was any daungerous errour 
bL.4-c-23- broched , or weighty points to be determined , ſerving for generall 
good: but this they did of liberty , not of duety ; partly to prefe- ve | 
; * L.3..7. mutuall ſaciety ; (as Zipperus * fayth) and partly that they might 
+ Eccl.Pol _— be the more able, to refiſt adverſaries, as HM". Parker 
\-F ſayth. | 
age This ancient combination,wee hold to be lawfull and _—_ 
| | FM | that 


ANN Tata, 
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that i3; when there is juſt occaſion : that then Eccleſiaſticall Officers 
and others,doe come together, to conferre of things; yea and con- 
clude (ifthey can) what they judge meet and good: Notwithftan- 
ding whatſoever they doe in ſuch caſes , the ſame is of no forceat | 
all, (I mean as to be counted a (Hnrch-att, or ſentence;) unlefle the ! 
Church firſt know it,and give their free conſent unto it ; the reaſon 
is, becauſe the power and authority , to make Chnrch-atts, is in 
the body of the Congregation,as wee baue before ſhewed, As for. ,, p 
any other kind of combinations,ofmany Miniſters togetber,other- p,,,,, We 
wilethen wee haue here related ; as the word of God, ſheweth it 4. p. 30, 3 A 
nor, neither doth anr:quity ; It by antmqwity the firſt and beſt ages b De Rom, 
of Chriſtian Churches be underſtood. |  Pont.cont.q 

I will not here diſpute how things went ,about Conftantines E2. 5 FIN 
time; becauſe as the Learned fay ; viz. Caſaubon', D. Whitaker b, pag. oS : 
Mornew *, Brightman F, and others ; that men began then to deviſe + In Apoc. : 
a new order and manner of Gonverning Churches , according as they ch 2 p.67. 
thought fitteſt , to agree with the times, And ſo much wee find te- © De Lapſis. 
| flified by (yprians e, Enſebinef, and Ambroſes, Forthe change hy if. 1.4 
it ſelf; This new created Diſcipline, was not Claſſicall , but rather # 74 g. 3: 
Epiſcopall . ſo that howſoever they are , both children of the earth, cap. x. © 
notwithſtanding this I doe affirme, that ofthe two, the Hierarchie g In 1,Tim. | 
is the oldeſt, | 'L 

And howſoever ME. Be7a is very ftreyt to the people; hardly 
you the liberty which thevery leſuits * doe: - yet bee is con- , 11,1, 
ſtreyned to confeſſe, that the firſt Deacons were choſen by ther, but you Mar. 
(fayth hee F) this maimer of elettion was neithgy eſſential, nor perpe= 18. 


tall, For after when experience taught that, confuſion and ambition Fln reſponſe | 
(r3ſing by the occaſion» of the multitude increaſing ) was to be pre- pore W. 


wented © The Synod of Laodicea prudently tookg oder by their 13 x; ag. de 
Canonw , that, the eletlion of ſuch , as were choſen to the ſacred Mi grad c.22, 
niFerie, ſhould not be permitted to the multitude or people. fol. 5 4- 
My purpoſe is not to ſay any thing now of that Synod': how; of 255+ 

the 59 Canons , mentioned by Gratian * , ſome are falſe ; others « p;g,9, 
f fooliſh; and many very ſuperſtitious. This onely I deſire the Rea- 16, 
der to note, whereas it is here objeRed, that this Synod,prohibited ; 
the body of the Congregation , from ufing that liberty.andpower, Y 
which they before alwayes had in Eccleſiaſtical] gouvernment ; and 
gave it (as beefayth alittle after) ro aſſembly of PaFtonrs : By this 

: : teſtimony 
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6:3. + PF: worſe then the deſeaſe, And1ruely , fo wee may lay of al deviſes of 
| men, / & 
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teſtimony then , that which I ſfayd, but now is further confirmed; 

namely , that the Claſſicall authority is neither divine nor ancient; 

forthis Synod of Laodicea was held after the death of Iovinian the 
...” Emperour: Anno 370. or thereabout, 


Thirdly hee pretendeth that the Diſcipline , which hee ſtandeth 
+ Pref. for, is 4 (anttnarie againſt Tyrannie T,and if men had not libertie to 
appeale unto Claſſes , they ſhould have cauſe to bewaile their ſlaverie 

* Pag.$3, 4ndbondage *. 

Anſw. 1, It is a ſtrange courſe, when there arifeth a controver- 
{y touching two contrary opinions, which of them is true, and to be 
embraced ; to draw the reſolation hereof, to the conſideration of 
the uſefullnes of the opinions,or praftiſes queſtioned, As if, becauſe 
a thing is uſefull,therefore it is to be concluded it istrue : And not 
rather in caſe,it be found to be true, yea the very truth of God, the 
rule whereof is Gods word, therefore wee ought to conclude , it 
is uſefull , and be carefull to make ſuch uſe of it; as wee are com- 
maunded : But what more common now adayes , then for men, to 
obtrude their owne deviſes upon people, upon a bare pretence of 
the uſefullnes of them in mans judgement : But in the meane time 
doe not thoſe which take ſuch courles , forthe maintenance of their 
way,manifeſt hereby,that their cauſe is deſperate,and that it ſeemes, 
they haue no grounds , for their mo out of the word of God 
I fay, when they runne out , unto ſuch divinations as theſe, for the 
ſupporting of their labouring and warering cauſe. 

As for example, if the Scriptures doe direAly teach : That every 
particular Congregation, hath power 10 exerciſe Eccleſia#ticall Gou- 
Diſt'8, Ne vernment-, and all Gods other ſpiituall ordinances, in, and for it 
b D. Whiteſelf , immediately from (wift ; ſhall weenot embracethis for a 
of the truth , unles it appeare in our phantaſic more uſefull chen the con« 
Churchl.3. trary. | 
157-158 2, Letitagaine be obſerved,that the Papiſts and Hierarchie,for 
Sis Mon, Feit Diſcipline, give the very ſame reaſon ; viz. 0 preſerve the ani- 
Is c. 4 ' tie and peace of the Church , for the avoyding of ſehiſmes and fa- 
d Hieron, ons ; b that there may be no Tyranny and oppreſſion among Bre« 


e D. ta. 


| ad Engr. threw ©, Ge. yea the coontging at firft of Church-gouvernment, 
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men , brought into the worſhip of God ;- although the Authours 
doe it to prevent this , or thatevill: notwithſtanding the invention 
itſelf, prooves (and wee baue ſeene it by experience) more hurt- 1 
full, then the thing pretended againſt. | I 

3- I doe deny that this Gouvernment by Claſſes and Synods, 
ſerves better for the Churches wellfaire, then that , which the 
Apoſtles inſtituted. ; and the primitive Churches -firſt praQtiſed. 
Wiſe Politicians in their inſticutions of Gouyernment , doe hold 
for an infallible maxime, that to reformecorruptions and abuſes in 
ſtates, a better courſe cannot be taken, then to reduce things to 
their primitive originall. Hereto agrees D.VVhites *, ſaying : The * Of the 
fir#t 'n any kind or ſort of things , 15 irueſt and be#t, .: Churcbl.2e 

4. If ic ſhould be granted, that particular Congregations,by this P3496 
kind of gouvernment , ſhall haue peace, profit, credit and other | 
worldly reſpeds : yet this is no ſufficient reaſon toinduce them to 

_ embrace it, For x.wee muſt ſeeke peace by lawfull meanes. 2.Out- 
ward quietnes,is;not alwayes neceffary for the Church;the Truth is 
like unto Camomill , the more you preſſe it downe ;, the fafter it 
groweth, and ſpreadeth further, and ſmelleth ſweeter. 3.Religion 
can ſubſiſt, without externall peace : I ſay , ſafely inthe mid&e- of 
contentions. 4. It is better to want this freedom , of which hee 
Seung bolding faſt the truth; then in finne to have it,and periſh 

it... 5; Itis a rale among Lawers F, that publicke profit , muſt + Bareo?. 
not take place againſt Law ; this holds firme , in all caſes of Reli- DiſtinR. | 
gion. To conclude then, in NaJianzens * words: Let no man'be pag.2.' | 
wiſer then is meet ; not more juſt then the Law , more bright then the * De Modes | 
ſun, ſtreaghter then the rule , nor pretend more obedience then God 5 _ 
reqnireth , &'s. This hee ſpeakes of Diſcipline. PEO ajerpra rol 7 
- Another of his reaſons, is this : The power for which hee ſtandeth, £48 72- \ 

bath. bene determined , limited and agreed upon , in many N ationall "531 
Synods. And all Reformed Churches uſe it, EEE 4 
' Anſw. r, It isa received opinion- among the Learned, that 
| Comncillsmay erre; yea, and often haue; as I could ſhewin many 
particulars. Befides who knowes not, that almoſt all the Fathers (as 


they are called) were infeQed with the errour of <Mllenaiies, © 7. 

And almoſt all the Greeke writers and Latine , with the do&rine of a 2 

free-will, merits, inyocationonthe Saints,andthe like; Andthere- «> 

LY > bo 
4 4, i 


LIMI 


o$ THE CHURCHES PLEA 


- ot write fome Papiſts *. | | 

iſt.l.7. _ 2. Theſeteſtimoniesare all humaine ; and therefore it is enought 
<p oy ifwee lay , withour Lord #, From the beginning it was _ lo; a 
&n quod 1.g, 3 hee fayd once : Woman what, have [ to doe with thee, So in 
Are lt, matters of faith,what have wee todoe with men. Away with mens 
{ M_. Panor. writings , (ſayth Auguſtine) les the yoyce of God found unto us: Lit 
: | — wh the Booke of God, Come among#t #6; Let us -heare what. Chrift faith 
! "EMar. 2 g. and what. the truth fheaketh. For our judgements and expoſitions 
> without theſs witneſs, have no credit, fayth Origen. 

 aFFbitak,  3- This reaſon, isthe fame, which the Papiſts ule ; viz. the De- 
cone. 4. Qu. Cxees a of Synods,the 0pM10ns of the F athers;the cuſtome of ern and 
bl omg - prattiſe of the Churth, But marke what anſwer our Protefiant Di- 
{Tri 1. Ep iſe vines-maketo it : ob bumatne proofe 1s ſure in Dromty , truth is 
"Is Prolog, 1108 #0 be tried. by: conſent of Fathers: Never ſhall they perſwade us 
Jo.Ainſw. any” tomy, tt WAHEY - of Religion. , which they: cannor prove by 
Lange eAoyſer and the Prophtts, Make ws good provfer out of Seripnacs; 
| pap coun Otherwiſe if 16 cite-,.ot onely # , 614-9 f hore: Fathers, wee 10gardst 
Conferp. Now thisanſwer will:ſerve me as well-;ſceing 34" Pager and 


- 


295. 257. they,doe ufe one and the ſamereaſoning, 


259 : $4 p54 $0034 44] UNE ahlP3T fa 1 | 
'D.Bilſonto Another objeRtion whichibee- bath againſt us; :is : Brcy»ſe wee 
phe. Semina. þ, pue-nut framen.0u7 accuſation and progoſtation agawſt ng 


Z©OT, 29g. J&ares, GT, EN 
D. Move.  Anfw, Formy pact, I never knew, thatour Congregation was 


Apdl.p:2. in fuch deepe bondage ;; until Af, Hookers troubles began; but 
Caſen » Ep;, bought verely ; that our owne Elderſbip, withthe Brethren jointly 
Per. Gar, together, had fall. power among therhſelves, ropradtiſe every ordi- 
p.32.33- nance of God, And the thing ſpecially, which induced me ſorts 
© thinke, was his owne words * , writen to", finſworth ;. repor- 
againſt ſep, 8 how:hee was fir, made-our Miniſter , hee layth : The\Dutch 
12+ Elderſvip in-rhis. City being deſired, that jor thrir connſelt and held 
Coke in his ordinatias ; deputed. Hee af their Brethrow., $0 aſſiſts in this 
uv buſines, &e, this they dig wt, as aſi ing authoriricF: 1 themſelves 
over 14's bat in out name andby onrnequeit. Boing now eſtabl; ſhed, 

When as of latg another 1M niſter Wis:caben wH10:.017 Congregations , 

| Te | wee 


- (1) 


# Sibrand, fore as one well fayth * , Wee muſt not conclude 'a thing 10 be' Apo-' 


FE mer hany pete eo eng wry 


UMI 


FOR HER RIGHT.  »9g 
wee ſed not their help herein 4s before ; but his 6rdination way perfor- 
med by our owne Minifterie and Elder ſhip without them, ' 
If the Clafſis affumed not then , any authority unto themſelves 

over us , how comes it ro paſſe, that they doe it now? Or how will 
it hang together, that their power is ancient ; and yet 20 or 30 
yeares paſt, they ufed it not. This tome feemes groffe contradi- 
ion ;and that hee cates his owne words, as Saturne did his chil-" 
dren. - | | 
But I gefſe what hath canfed him,to tell two cofitrary tates;; na« 
mely, the difference of the people agaiaft whom hee hath writer. 
The firſt were Separatits;andthereforeno marvaile though againſt 
them hee pleaded for a free Congregation : for hee well knew 
that unkefle hee went this way to worke ; lee ſhowuld fall with 
diſhohour tn the controverfie between them. The other are ths 
Preſſed #nd burtheued members of the Enghfh Church tn _AimFers 

m. Now-tokeepe thefe rmdertheit burder arid '6pprefiion , lee 
ſees that hee mult let goe bis former hold; andor the contrary fay, 
wee are mt « free Corrgregarion , but ſtand nndev antother E:tkfie. 
fircall authoritic onr of on ſelves. | | 

Thus a good wit will ſerve a diſputantin good ſtead : for by it 
(if hee liſt) hee can as the Poets fable of their Proteus, turne him- 
{e|f intoall ſhapes. Like hinz,who Baving made an excellent ſpeach ' 
in the commendation ofjuftice, afterwards ſpake as wittily tothe 
contrary : ſhewing that there wasno juſtice atall in the world. Or 
like a Gentleman , of whom I haue heard; that in an Aſſembly of 
States , ſuch as wee call Parliaments , was abſolutely the beſt ſpea- 
ker ; yetnothing refpeted:;- andthat for -a-moſt ſufficientreaſon; 
which wasthis : They knew full well, hee could ſpeake as well,and 
as moovingly to that Whiclf was quite cofitraty. 
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me. ne ps. ©. 3 


AndI willingly profeſſe, that Mr. Pager bath a rarefaculty this "8 
way,to turne a rang which way hee will; ad mikeitfay,cither / we 
or 9, or both wheti heepleaſerh, Norwithſkinding this T muſt tell __ 
him, the very thing which hee fpeikesoff, ronttiing If". Robinſons 
Bookg, is now true , conceitiidg his'owtte fortier writing : /t i 
ficke of King Iehorams incurable deſeaſe the" gutfes of it fall out day m—_ 
by day ; Tea hee opentie pluckes out , ſhe of bowells thereof , with bis P4590 


owne hands. ? w 
Oy N 2 There 
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Z 5 _—_ - There are ſome other obje&ions , of mo nature , which ge | 
{A - 902. uſethapainſt us; to diſgrace our perſons ; our caule; 
| —_ as th 6x09: doc FROM: _ our ſelyes , — ane power 
Iſed.Pelnſ. of the Hye : That, the pratliſe which wee ſtand for 1s Brow- 
Epift.go. niſme, ©... bt ns | 
b Bellar,de Anſw, Such. cavillations the < Heathens haue uſed ſometimes. 
fon apainſt Chriſtian Religion; ſo Papifts* againſt Proteſtants; and the 
phos 7 c againſt Reformiſts. Now I will not ſtandto make any 
103. 4, particular hi hereto , becaule the folly and vanity of it, is ſufft- 
Caſend, © ciently ſhewed by others 4 ; who haue had occafionhereto-fore to 
ps 0 reply untoſuch idle objeRtions, 
AbſtraR.p. TEST” = 
> ag * Thisonely for concluſion, Idefire, may be noted; that whereas 
v2 g ot hee ſeckes to diſgrace (-rifFs Gomvernment., and to baue his owne 
Loe comp. honoured and embraced ; in this hee doth , as one faid in Tully of 
cha. 2-47; Horrenſis , when, hee immoderately prayſed eloquence , that bee - 
D.Briag.l. yyould have lift her up to heaven, that hee himſelf might have gone up 
A + Def. with her, So I perceive 4". Paget would faine have, the Claſfica 
Apol.p.z. Diſcipline advanced, that hee by it, might hauc worldly credit 
8.2.1, alſo, | 
W hitak. | 
P47 oll PT Toh. 13. 77 _ . 
Jon Ws <5; If ye know theſe things , blefied are ye if ye doe them, 
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__ 
For were read where pag. 3.1.1 3. 
. For fayling read faylipgs p.q.l:22. 


For partialy read partsality pro. 33 i 
; For contended: read contented p.12.l,i5. 40 41. 210 
| For taks read malke p.rg.1.26. th £13 25) 
: For word read world p.33.l,27 oo 

For conque#F. read conquer p.yi 1.22. - 
 Fornotwithſtand read 5anat ; anain P47 4+ l.x5.: 


/ _ For rouehing xead toneh-ſtone p77 defy. nu fs 
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